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  FRENCH 1801
French Literary and Cultural Works in English Translation
Autumn 2019
U 3: TR 1:30 – 2:50 PM, MH 290
GE lit and diversity global studies course.
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	Instructor: Dr. Zuheir Alidib

Office: 350A Morrill H.
Office Hrs: T R 3 - 4 & by appt.

Phone: 740-725-6306


alidib.1@osu.edu
website
Objectives:

Through the reading of some of the most significant French texts that founded modernism. We will explore the progression of the new trends that led to the absurd. Special focus will be given to the themes of commitment “engagement”, good versus evil, life and death. Attention will be drawn to the confusion between existentialism and absurd.  Liberty as well as authentic act will be differentiated from the freedom of man, nothingness, and life’s nonsense.

Evaluation:

Participation

20%

Papers 
(2)

40%

Portfolio

10%

Presentations (2)
20%

Final


10%

	DEPARTMENTAL GRADING SCALE

	A 93-100
	 B+ 88-89
	 C+ 78-79
	 D+ 68-69
	E 0-64.9

	A- 90-92
	 B 83-87
	 C 73-77
	  D 65-67
	

	
	 B- 80-82
	 C- 70-72
	
	


Evaluation Breakdown

Class Participation: Evaluated based on student’s attendance, the demonstration of adequate preparation in relation to readings, and the quality (not just quantity) of oral participation. 

E-Papers:  There will be two research papers with a complete bibliography, 4 – 6 pages in length, typed double space, 12 pt. font size.  For each paper, you should use at least three outside sources (two books and no more than one internet article). They should be submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen.
The first one should treat and develop a major theme (not a biography) from one of the assigned reading in Balzac, Gide, and/or Breton. You must use at least three outside sources (two books and no more than one online article). You must develop your own arguments and support them with evidence from the readings.  DO NOT USE QUOTATIONS; put the author’s points into your own words. The paper should have a brief introduction with a thesis statement, a body, and a brief conclusion.  
It should be submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen on 10/1/19.

The second should also treat and develop a major theme (not a biography) from one of the assigned reading in Camus, Sartre, Ionesco, and/or Beckett. You must use at least three outside sources (two books and no more than one online article). You must develop your own arguments and support them with evidence from the readings.  DO NOT USE QUOTATIONS; put the author’s points into your own words. The paper should have a brief introduction with a thesis statement, a body, and a brief conclusion.  
It should be submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen on 12/3/19.
E-Portfolio:  An electronic weekly reading log in the form of entries for personal reactions, critical analysis, reflections, and thoughts over each assigned novel, play, and movie, in addition to the seven portfolio questions. (See schedule). Entries should be at least one page in length each and submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen at the completion of each novel, play, and film. Late entries will not be accepted. 
Presentations:  There will be two oral presentations over the assigned work(s) and thoughts of an author (not a biography), or over a particular theme of your choice. The first one should be over the assigned reading from, Balzac, Gide, or Breton. The second should be over the assigned reading from Camus, Sartre, Ionesco, or Beckett. You should finish each presentation with an interactive activity such as a quiz, quiz-game, questions & answers, fill-in the blanks…etc.
Please submit your PowerPoint presentation at least one day before the assigned date to Carmen.
Final exam:  The format of the exam will be short answer and essay questions.
Class Guidelines and Policies
Attendance Policy: Attendance at class meetings is mandatory, and students’ presence and participation will affect their participation grade. Students who miss more than 2 classes without valid excuses will automatically receive a failing grade. 

ABSENCES: Makeup work will be permitted only when you present an acceptable documentation for acceptable absences.  It is your responsibility to notify me of any excused absence as far in advance as possible.  Legitimate excused absences must be accompanied by dated written documentation in the form of: an official letter or note from a doctor with contact phone number, letter on letterhead from the company/establishment of the career interview, death notice/obituary, program from funeral, official note from OSU coach/advisor, and so on.  When in doubt of the kind of documentation needed, please ask me.
Some examples of ACCEPTABLE excuses include:

Emergency/extreme situations such as illness, family medical emergency, or death in the family. 

A career interview that cannot be rescheduled outside of class time

Governmental duties such as subpoenas, jury duty, and military service

Some examples of UNACCEPTABLE excuses include:

Family vacations

Conflicts with work schedule (You are a student first at OSU.  Instructors expect students’ class schedule/performance to take precedence over work schedules.)

Athletic/recreational activities that are not affiliated with OSU

Note from Student Health Services that indicates “The patient was not seen here during this condition…”

Citations: All written assignments must employ the citation systems of the MLA or Chicago Style Guides, and include a properly formatted bibliography. 

Late assignments will lose one-third of a letter grade for each day past the deadline. Assignments handed more than a week late will automatically receive no credit. No extensions will be granted after an assignment’s due date has passed. 

Required Texts:

Balzac, Père Goriot (On Carmen)
Beckett, End – Game  (Grove)

Breton, Nadja  (Grove) (On Carmen)
Camus, The Stranger  (Vintage)

Gide, The Immoralist  (Vintage)

Ionesco, The Bald Soprano,  The Lesson,  The Chairs, (Grove)

Sartre, No Exit,  The Flies  (Vintage)

Academic Success Center (ASC) offers services to assist student learning in the classroom. The Center, in Morrill Hall 216, is open Monday-Thursday 8 am-8 pm and Friday 8 am-5 pm. We provide free services, such as printing, copying and scanning, computer stations, and collaborative study spaces. In addition, we provide peer tutoring in most subjects. To request tutoring, you may submit an online form on our website. If you need assistance with the online form, please stop by Morrill Hall (MR) 216, and the front desk employee will help you. The Center consists of three sites, Math Lab, STEM Center, and Writing Center, that each provides free professional tutoring help on a walk-in basis. The Math Lab and Writing Center are located in MR 216 while the STEM Center is in the Marion Science and Engineering Building 210B. For hours and additional details please visit the Academic Success Center website, call 740-725-6236, or email AcademicSuccess@osu.edu.
Academic Integrity Statement: Students enrolled in courses at The Ohio State University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The instructor will be alert to any kind of inappropriate conduct in the course. Suspicion of misconduct will be handled by official rules and policies of OSU. 
Penalties for cheating or plagiarism may result in a failing grade in the course or expulsion from the university.  The use of translation programs to complete assignments is considered cheating and will result in a failing grade for the assignment in question.  The Department will abide by the decisions of the Academic Misconduct Committee.  Examples of academic misconduct in this course include but are not limited to the following: 
· Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas. 
· Copying work or otherwise turning in written work that is not original to you. Cheating in this case applies both to the copier and the person who allows his or her work to be copied. 
· Alteration of university forms used to drop or add courses to a program, or unauthorized use of those forms including the forging of signatures.  Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. For more information on this topic, consult the Ohio State University’s policy on Academic Misconduct at: http://oaa.ohiostate.edu/academic_misconduct/Procedures%20and%20Rules.html All suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct as required by University rules. 
In its classrooms, the Department of French and Italian maintains a positive learning environment free from all harmful forms of discrimination.  You are expected to adhere to this policy.

Disability Accommodation: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated. They should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.

Students who feel that they need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact Julie Prince (740-725-6247) to discuss their specific needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in room 128 Maynard Hall. General Information are available at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
Mental Health & Wellness Services: As a student, you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student’s ability to participate in daily activities. The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. If you or someone you know is struggling with life on or off campus, help is available on the Marion campus through the Office of Student Life’s Mental Health & Wellness Services. Learn more about this free and confidential resource by calling (740) 725-6349 or emailing Leslie Beary (beary.4@osu.edu). You can reach an after-hours, on-call counselor at 614--292—5766. 24/7 emergency help is also available through the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1--800--273--TALK or through Crisis Text Line by texting ‘4Hope’ to 741-741.
Tentative Syllabus (Subject to change):
Pre-class reading
Week 1
8/20

Introduction


Père Goriot Preface & Scène I -II
8/22

Père Goriot Scène III -V
Presentations & Discussion
Week 2
8/27

Père Goriot Scène VI -VIII
Presentations & Discussion

8/29

Père Goriot Scène IX -XI

Presentations & Discussion

Week 3
9/3

Père Goriot Scène XII -XV
Presentations & Discussion

9/5

Père Goriot Scène XVI -XIX

Presentations & Discussion

First e-portfolio question:
How Vautrin and Mme. de Beauséant's criticisms of society did effect Rastignac?
Week 4

9/10

The Immoralist    PP.  3 - 57



Presentations & Discussion
9/12

The Immoralist    PP. 58 - 112



Presentations & Discussion
Week 5

9/17

The Immoralist    PP.  113 - 171

Presentations & Discussion


Second e-portfolio question:

Explain Ménalque’s philosophy pp. 98-112.  How did it affect Michel’s life?

9/19

Nadja PP. 11- 60

Presentations & Discussion

Week 6

9/24

Nadja PP. 63- 105

Presentations & Discussion
9/26

Nadja PP.  105 – 160


Presentations & Discussion 

Third e-portfolio question:


In Nadja show how surrealism is less a literary enterprise than a way of being


Presentations & Discussion 

Week 7
10/1

1st paper due
Cyrano De Bergerac (film)
10/3 

Cyrano De Bergerac (cont.)
Week 8
10/8

The Stranger  PP. 3 – 39 



Presentations & Discussion



10/10

Break


Week 9
10/15

The Stranger  PP. 40 – 81



Presentations & Discussion

10/17

The Stranger  PP. 82- 123



Forth e-portfolio question:
The beach scene, pp.52-59 is a major turning point in Meursault’s life.  Explain the role of the sun in that fatal incident.


Presentations & Discussion

Week 10

10/22

Documentary on the life of Jean Paul Sartre


Presentations & Discussion
10/24

The Flies  PP.  49 – 93 


Presentations & Discussion
Week 11

10/29

The Flies  PP.  93 – 124 



Presentations & Discussion
10/31

No Exit  PP. 3 – 46



Presentations & Discussion


Fifth e-portfolio question:
Identify and explain some existential elements in Sartre’s plays.
Week 12

11/5

Rhinoceros (film)
Presentations & Discussion

11/7

The Lesson  PP.  44 – 78

Presentations & Discussion
Week 13
11/12

The Lesson (Play)
11/14

The Chairs  PP.  112 - 136 



Presentations & Discussion

Week 14

11/19

The Chairs  PP. 137– 160

Presentations & Discussion


Sixth e-portfolio question:

Reflect critically on the plot, characters, language, movement, and objects in Ionesco’s plays.  In your opinion, how do they show the absurd?  Which one of these plays could be characterized as a tragic-farce? Explain.
11/21

The Chairs (DVD)
Week 15

11/26

End-Game



Sevnth e- portfolio question:

Beckett’s plays are characterized as tragi-comedy. Give some examples explaining and illustrating this claim.



Presentations & Discussion
11/28

Happy Thanksgivings
Week 16
12/3

2nd paper due
End-Game (DVD)

12/ 5

Reading Day

PRESENTATIONS
	DATE
	TITLE


	NAME

	8/27
	Père Goriot


	

	8/29
	Père Goriot


	

	9/3
	Père Goriot


	

	9/5
	Père Goriot


	

	9/10
	The Immoralist

	

	9/12

	The Immoralist
	

	9/17
	The Immoralist
	

	9/19
	Nadja


	

	9/24
	Nadja

	

	9/26
	Nadja

	

	10/8
	The Stranger

	

	10/15

	The Stranger
	

	10/17
	The Stranger


	

	10/24

	The Flies
	

	10/29
	The Flies


	

	10/31
	No Exit

	

	11/7

	The Lesson

	

	11/12
	The Lesson

	

	11/14
	The Chairs


	

	11/19
	The Chairs


	

	11/26
	End-Game

	


