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ARABIC 2241
CULTURE OF THE CONTEMPORARY ARAB WORLD

Autumn ‏2019
U‏‏ 3: M W 11- 12:20 AM  MH 335
GE culture, ideas, and diversity global studies course.
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	Instructor: Dr. Zuheir Alidib

Office: MH 350 A
Office Hrs: MW 3 - 4 & by appt.

Phone: 740-725- 6306


alidib.1@osu.edu
COURSE Description
This course introduces the culture(s) of the contemporary Arab world through historical, social, political, economic, literary, artistic and religious perspectives.  The focus will be on the people, their thoughts and their ways, rather than on their rulers.

The emphasis will be on today’s world, but the course will naturally take into account historical phenomena and their enduring presence in the region and in the culture. Customs, and the people’s way of life in the Arab world are dependent on understanding Islam. The course promotes awareness of attitudes and values that may differ from those that exist in a student’s environment or background. 

Learning Outcomes
Students will learn among other things:                         
· The three major social division in the Arab World: urban, rural, and Bedouin.

· The geography and history of the political divisions in the region.

· The influence of Islam on customs, traditions, and everyday life. 

· Gender roles and differences.

· Social customs: marriage, divorce, visiting, dating, the veil/head scarf, etc.

· The different religious practices and holidays.

· Music and art 
· How the Media such as TV, internet, etc. are utilized in the Arab World.
Learning Objectives
1. Students will learn how to communicate with people from the target culture,
2. Students will learn about many aspects of Arabic culture that allow them to interact successfully with people from that culture, but also to change and modify preconceived misconceptions and stereotypes about the Middle East.
3. Students will have the necessary knowledge that enables them to find employment in a wide array of fields requiring knowledge of Arabic culture and the ability to understand and adapt to different cultures. This knowledge will also enable them to pursue advanced studies in related fields such as religion, communication, public relations, international relations, political science, journalism, etc. 

 
Arabic 2241 satisfies GE culture & ideas and diversity global Studies
Books:   (Available at net Library -  EBSCO  (Off campus sign in), & on Carmen)
Barakat, Halim, The Arab World Barakat 
Bogle, Emory C. Islam : Origin and Belief
Haddad, Yvonne Y. Islam, Gender, & Social Change
Jabbur, J.; Jabbur, S.; Conrad, L. The Bedouins and the Desert  
Nydell, Margaret K. Understanding Arabs
Rejwan, Nissim. Arabs Face the Modern World: Religious, Cultural, and Political Resp to the West
Ruthven, Malise. Islam : A Very Short Introduction 
Sela, Avraham. The Decline of the Arab-Israeli Conflict
Schimmel, Annemarie. Islam : An Introduction


 

Tibi, Bassam. The Challenge of Fundamentalism : Political Islam and the New World Disorder



Links
Islam Guide
Arab Culture and Civilization

Recipes 
ACCESS
Articles 
Newspapers:
Gulf Daily News (Bahrain)




Al-Ahram Weekly (Egypt)





Daily News Egypt (Egypt)




Haaretz (Israel)



  

The Jordan Times (Jordan)




Daily Star (Lebanon)





Asharq al Awsat (Qatar) 




The National (UAE)





Gulf News (UAE) 






Arab News






Al Hayat 






Arab American News 






North Africa Journal





Guardian (Manchester, UK)



International Herald Tribune





Mail &Guardian (Johannesburg,South Africa)

Le Monde Diplomatique (Paris, France)
 


New York Times (New York, NY)




The Washington Post





Christian Science Monitor (Boston, MA)


TV Stations:

Al-Arabiya 



           

Al-Jazeera (Qatar)






BBC (London, England)




CNN







Arab Quarterly Journals/Magazines in English: 

Arab Media & Society 


A journal that covers the media, culture, politics, business, and religion of the broader Muslim world. 
Al Jadid 




Publishes original articles, translations of works by Arab writers, journalists, scholars, and poets as well as original artwork by Arab artists. 

Jasad Magazine



A cultural magazine, specializing in arts, sciences and literatures. Founded in 2008, in Beirut – Lebanon.

Al-Raida 


A journal, published in Beirut, featuring articles on women in the Arab world.
Films:
Islam: Empire of faith,   The 50 Years Wars,    Lion of the Desert
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Evaluation:              








Participation & class attendance
20%                                      

Presentations



25%

E-Paper



30%

E-Portfolio



15%               





Final




10%

	DEPARTMENTAL GRADING SCALE

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	C+ 78-79
	D+ 68-69
	E 0-64.9

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C 73-77
	D 65-67
	 

	 
	B- 80-82
	C- 70-72
	 
	 


Evaluation Breakdown
Class Participation: 

Evaluated based on student’s attendance, the demonstration of adequate preparation in relation to readings and films, and the quality (not just quantity) of oral participation. Material preparation.

E-Portfolio:  An electronic reading log in the form of entries for personal reactions, reflections, and thoughts over the assigned reading topic/ movies, in addition to the portfolio questions. Entries should be at least one page each and submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen by Friday of each week. Late entries will not be accepted. 
E-Paper:   A term paper 5- 7 pages in length (double space &12 pt. font size), with a complete bibliography, over a topic related to the Arabic Culture of your choice. You must use at least three outside sources (two books and no more than one online article). You must develop your own arguments and support them with evidence from the readings.  DO NOT USE QUOTATIONS; put the author’s points into your own words. The paper should have a brief introduction with a thesis statement, a body, and a brief conclusion.  
It should be submitted as an Ms Word (rich text format) to Carmen on 11/15/19
Interactive Presentation:  You will be responsible for an interactive PowerPoint/multimedia presentation over the assigned topic. You should cover the topic thoroughly emphasizing the most important points that would enhance comprehension. You may include relevant pictures, sound or video.  You should finish your presentation with an interactive activity such as a quiz, quiz-game, questions & answers, fill-in the blanks…etc.  Please submit your presentation at least one day before the assigned date to Carmen. 
Final exam:  The exam will be in the form of essay questions.
Class Guidelines and Policies

Attendance Policy: Attendance at class meetings is mandatory, and students’ presence and participation will affect their participation grade. Students who miss more than 2 classes without valid excuses will automatically receive a failing grade. 

ABSENCES: Makeup work will be permitted only when you present an acceptable documentation for acceptable absences.  It is your responsibility to notify me of any excused absence as far in advance as possible.  Legitimate excused absences must be accompanied by dated written documentation in the form of: an official letter or note from a doctor with contact phone number, letter on letterhead from the company/establishment of the career interview, death notice/obituary, program from funeral, official note from OSU coach/advisor, and so on.  When in doubt of the kind of documentation needed, please ask me.
Some examples of ACCEPTABLE excuses include:

Emergency/extreme situations such as illness, family medical emergency, or death in the family. 

A career interview that cannot be rescheduled outside of class time

Governmental duties such as subpoenas, jury duty, and military service

Some examples of UNACCEPTABLE excuses include:

Family vacations

Conflicts with work schedule (You are a student first at OSU.  Instructors expect students’ class schedule/performance to take precedence over work schedules.)

Athletic/recreational activities that are not affiliated with OSU

Note from Student Health Services that indicates “The patient was not seen here during this condition…”

Citations: All written assignments must employ the citation systems of the MLA or Chicago Style Guides, and include a properly formatted bibliography. 

Late assignments will lose one-third of a letter grade for each day past the deadline. Assignments handed more than a week late will automatically receive no credit. No extensions will be granted after an assignment’s due date has passed. 

Academic Success Center (ASC) offers services to assist student learning in the classroom. The Center, in Morrill Hall 216, is open Monday-Thursday 8 am-8 pm and Friday 8 am-5 pm. We provide free services, such as printing, copying and scanning, computer stations, and collaborative study spaces. In addition, we provide peer tutoring in most subjects. To request tutoring, you may submit an online form on our website. If you need assistance with the online form, please stop by Morrill Hall (MR) 216, and the front desk employee will help you. The Center consists of three sites, Math Lab, STEM Center, and Writing Center, that each provides free professional tutoring help on a walk-in basis. The Math Lab and Writing Center are located in MR 216 while the STEM Center is in the Marion Science and Engineering Building 210B. For hours and additional details please visit the Academic Success Center website, call 740-725-6236, or email AcademicSuccess@osu.edu.
Academic Integrity Statement: Students enrolled in courses at The Ohio State University are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct. The instructor will be alert to any kind of inappropriate conduct in the course. Suspicion of misconduct will be handled by official rules and policies of OSU. 
Penalties for cheating or plagiarism may result in a failing grade in the course or expulsion from the university.  The use of translation programs to complete assignments is considered cheating and will result in a failing grade for the assignment in question.  The Department will abide by the decisions of the Academic Misconduct Committee.  Examples of academic misconduct in this course include but are not limited to the following: 
· Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas. 
· Copying work or otherwise turning in written work that is not original to you. Cheating in this case applies both to the copier and the person who allows his or her work to be copied. 
· Alteration of university forms used to drop or add courses to a program, or unauthorized use of those forms including the forging of signatures.  Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. For more information on this topic, consult the Ohio State University’s policy on Academic Misconduct at: http://oaa.ohiostate.edu/academic_misconduct/Procedures%20and%20Rules.html All suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct as required by University rules. 
In its classrooms, the Department Near Eastern Languages and Cultures maintains a positive learning environment free from all harmful forms of discrimination.  You are expected to adhere to this policy.
Disability Accommodation: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated. They should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.

Students who feel that they need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact Julie Prince (740-725-6247) to discuss their specific needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in room 128 Maynard Hall. General Information are available at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
Mental Health & Wellness Services: As a student, you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student’s ability to participate in daily activities. The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. If you or someone you know is struggling with life on or off campus, help is available on the Marion campus through the Office of Student Life’s Mental Health & Wellness Services. Learn more about this free and confidential resource by calling (740) 725-6349 or emailing Leslie Beary (beary.4@osu.edu). You can reach an after-hours, on-call counselor at 614--292—5766. 24/7 emergency help is also available through the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1--800--273--TALK or through Crisis Text Line by texting ‘4Hope’ to 741-741.

Tentative Syllabus (Subject to change):
Week I

8/21  

Introduction and background information: The Arab world; Islam.

Islam: Empire of faith (documentary)
Reading due next week:


Ruthven  ch.1 & appendix



Bogle ch. 2

Matar pp. 1 – 64 
Week II



 
8/ 26, 28
Islam: Empire of faith

Revelation, Shri’a, Pillars of Islam, Sunna.  

Reading due next week:


Bates ch. 2 & 3 
Week III





9/2

Labor Day No class
9/4 

Revelation, Shri’a, Pillars of Islam, Sunna.  


Reading due next week: 
Matar  PP. 65 – 189 
Bates ch. 4 
Schimmel  pp. 1 – 127
Week IV
9/9, 11
Community (Damascus, Kufa, Baghdad, Cordova Cairo, Djenne, Istanbul, Agra).  

Reading due next week:
Barakat ch.1& 2


Week V
9/16, 18     
Social and political integration


The 50 Years Wars (documentary)
Reading due next week:

 

Nydell Intro, ch. 6 & 7

Presentations & Discussion

Week VI
9/23, 25
The Arab Society                                          

Reading due next week:

Barakat ch. 3 & 4
Presentations & Discussion
Week VII

9/30, 10/2
Arab Identity 

Umm Kulthum (documentary)
Reading due next week:

Nydell ch. 5

Jabbur  ch. 4

Presentations & Discussion
Week VIII

10/7, 9

Tribe, Village, City                                               
Lion of the Desert (Film)                                                                       

Reading due next week:

Barakat ch. 6 



Presentations & Discussion
Week IX 

10/14, 16    
The Arab Family

Reading due next week:

Nydell  ch. 8

Bates ch. 8 (on Carmen)


Presentations & Discussion
Week X

10/21-23
Marriage and Divorce, family and society
Reading due next week:

Barakat ch. 7 
Nydell ch. 9 
Presentations & Discussion
Week XI
10/28, 30
Religion in Society
Reading due next week:

Barakat ch. 7 

Presentations & Discussion
Week XII

11/4, 6 
Religion and the State

Reading due next week:

Barakat ch. 9 & 10

UNDERSTANDING OUR CULTURE: A Question of Identity


Presentations & Discussion
Week XIII 


11/ 11

Veterans Day No Class

11/13

National Character

Reading due next week:

Nydell ch. 1- 4 & 10 

Barakat ch. 11 &12
Presentations & Discussion
Paper due
Week XIV

11/18, 20  
Arab Value Orientations

Reading due next week:

https://lithub.com/a-brief-wondrous-history-of-arabic-literature/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/314465766_Critical_Reading_to_Gibran's_World_in_The_Prophet
http://www.brainybetty.com/2007Motivation/Khalil%20Gibran%20-%20The%20Prophet.pdf


http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/1111


Presentations & Discussion
Week XV

11/25
 
Creative Expression
Reading due next week:



Presentations & Discussion
11/27

Happy Thanksgiving

Week XVI

12/2, 4

Arab Though 



Presentations & Discussion
Presentations
	Date
	Topic

	Presentation 

	9/9

	Damascus, Kufa, Baghdad, Cordova
	

	9/11


	Cairo, Djenne, Istanbul, Agra

	

	9/16
	Social and political integration


	

	9/18
	Social and political integration


	

	9/23
	The Arab Society


	

	9/25
	The Arab Society


	

	9/30
	Arab Identity


	

	10/2
	Arab Identity


	

	10/7
	Tribe


	

	10/9
	Village & City

	

	10/14
	The Arab Family


	

	10/16
	The Arab Family


	

	10/21
	Marriage and Divorce


	

	10/23
	Family and society


	

	10/28
	Religion in Society


	

	10/30
	Religion in Society


	

	11/4
	Religion and the State


	

	11/6
	Religion and the State


	

	11/13
	National Character


	

	11/18
	Arab Value Orientations


	

	11/20
	Arab Value Orientations


	

	11/25
	Creative Expression


	

	12/2
	Arab Thoughts
	

	12/2
	Arab Thoughts
	


Research Topics
The Arabic family

Marriage, arrangement and celebration

Divorce

Women’s rights and duties

Men’s rights and duties

Arab values

Religious minorities 

Ethnic minorities 

Education 

Music and its role in the Arab society

Art and Architecture in the Arab world

Media in the Arab world

Arabic language, origin, role

Arabic literature and its role 

Friday’s activities

The role of the first son

Celebration activities during holidays

Food and eating habits

The Arabic house

Arabs at the table

Arab traditions in modern times

Pop culture of the Arab world

Social life and customs 

Youth and youth culture

Authoritarianism in the Arab world  

The Hijab (Veil)

Jihad in Islam

Moral system of Islam

Sports in the Arab world

Politics of the Arab world

.

.

.
Books on Reserve

Abu Dhabi.  Islamic movements: impact on political stability in the Arab world
Barakat, Halim.   The Arab World

Cleary Joe.  Literature, partition and the nation-state: culture and conflict in Ireland,    Israel, and Palestine  
Danielson, Virginia.  The Voice of Egypt 

Esposito, John.  The Islamic Threat

Esposito, John L. (ed.). The Oxford history of Islam 

Esposito, J. &  Yazbeck, Y. (ed.).  Islam, gender, and social change 
Hudson M. C.  Middle East dilemma: the politics and economics of Arab integration 
Hopkins, Nicholas S. (ed).  The new Arab family  

Hopwood, Derek.  Arab Nation, Arab Nationalism 

Hourani, Albert.  A History of the Arab Peoples

Hourani, Albert.  Islam in European Thought

Hourani, Khoury & Wilson. The Modern Middle East
Matar, N.   Islam for Beginners
Peters, James. The Arab world handbook

Pripstein Posusney, M & Penner Angrist, M. Authoritarianism in the Middle East
Rejwan, N. Arabs face the modern world: religious, cultural, and political responses to the West 

Rejwan, Nissim (ed.). The many faces of Islam: perspectives on a resurgent civilization  

Sells, Michael.  Approaching the Qur’an

Spangnolo, John.  Problems of the Modern Middle East in Historical perspective

Tibi, Bassam. The challenge of fundamentalism: political Islam and the new world disorder 

Vatikiotis, P.J. The Middle East 

Voll, John.   Islam:  Continuity and Change in the Modern World

Suad, Joseph (ed.) Intimate serving in Arab families: gender, self, and identity 

Waines, David (ed.) Patterns of everyday life 
