Responding to Student Writing Sample Essays

The Assignment

o Tor introductory biology course.
»  Students were asked to make a research-based argument in favor of (or against) an environmental

policy.
o This is a first draft. Students will have a chiance to rovise,
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Jane:

There are a lot of interesting ideas here that will eventually make a solid research-based
argument, but you are not at that point yet. 1 think you still have several mnore drafts to go
through. T've made many marginal tiotes to help you in your revisions but my overall comments
are as follows:

1) Right now your paper lacks the research component of this essignment. You repeatedly
assert that “many scientists” do x, or that “scientists all over the globe” are “noticing” x,
etc, These are pluces where you can replace your vague statemenis with sound rescarch
studies that scientists (name theml) have conducted. You also have a tendency to present
statistics without the context that will show why they are important. As Isay in my
marginal notes, the bost arguments are supported by sound evidonce.

2) Overall your argument is much too general. Soine of this cau be addressed by adding ina
discussion of your research, but there is nlso an issue of how you structure your essay.
Your draft reads like n newspaper article: very short paragraphs with general statements,
which is not the goal of the assignment. Notice thal all your paragraphs are the same
length and follow the same pattern. While I think you have some idea of whal each
paragraph should do, T don’t think your osganizational structure is working right now.
You don’t get to the environmental policy you are ayguing for until the final sentence of
the paper. If you bring that up front then that will make the discussion of global warming
seem mors purposefill. Once you get an organizational structure that works for the entire
paper you can focus on how each paragraph will support your argument. You might iry
outlining each paragraph and including in tlie outline 1) the topic sentence of the
paragraph, 2)the research you want to include, 3)-the necessary background/context info
on the research, 4) the significance of this research in the context of your argument. This
organizational system, while initially formulalc, may give you the structure you need to
make this a stronger paper.

Please come see me if you would like to discuss these comments
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Assignment Comments

a What's the environmental policy

you're proposing? Your argument
is lost because the paper lacks a
clear and coherent thesis
statement. | suggest drafung a
thesis statement which
emphasizes your main points
and putting it in the first or
second paragraph of the paper
You might also consider winy
your argument is significant and
whal 15 at stake wih the issue of
global warming and your overail
argument Also, you need o
back your poinis up with solid,
sitea scientific eviaence. That's
the whale point of this
assignment-did you read the
prompt carefully?

Chnstopher Manien Aug 14 al 8:36am
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Responding to Student Wiiting Sayiple BEssays

The Assignment
For infroduclory biology course.
o Students were asked to make n research-based argument in favor of (or agrinst) an environmental
policy.
o This is a first draft. Students will have a chance to revise,
What do you think should be the most important criteria for responding to this assigmment?
If we were to take these essays as representative of the class, what sorts of recommendations would you
make to the class to help them improve their work aud to clarify your expeclations?
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Global warming ia becoming a scrious issue a3 scientists all over the globe are noticing a substantial change in
the world’s climate, Carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere is higher now than it has been in more
than 400,000 years. The global teinperature is also rising at an alarming rate. Although it is ofien debated why
these trends are occurring, (nost scientisig attribute it to human industrialization. Carbon digxide coucentration
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the atmosphere, However, there are investigations going on right now thal show a sirong correlation between
rises in carbon dioxide conceniration in the aimosphere and the rsing globel temperatures.

Wilh the rise in global temperatures, there are many potential dangers that could scriously alter our way of Hl\s/\/ ’
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Envitonmental Policy Paper
Y

Due: No Due Date - ifastes

Assessment

Grade outof O

Assignment Comments

e Dear lJane p 4

Nice start on your essay! | offer you the following comments, though, to help you improve your essay as you revise it

You obwiously care aboul the environment and you back up your concern with some scientfic évidence and stats. | like that. However, make sure you cleatly cite the research, 5o that the readar can check your
sources

As interesting as the points you have made are, your essay make me wonder what environmental policy you are in support of (or against) Because global warming itself isn't a pohcy, you need to tell me what
paticy you are referencing. Asser yourself here

Also, I'd like to hear more of your voice. Why are you in support of {or against) this envilonmemtal policy? What has made you feel the way you do? To persuade me, you need to add more of a personal touch

Feel fiee to come see me during my office hours to discuss your paper more

Chnstapher Maman Aug 14 at 9 18am
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Jane Smith

YWho Turned the Heat Up?
Global warming is becoming a serious issue as scientists all over the globe are noticing a substantial change in
the world’s climate, Carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere is higher now than it has been in more

N/
3/‘ than 400,000 years. The global temperature is also rising at an alarming rate. Although it is often debated why

<

E these trends are occurring, most scientisis attribute it to human industrialization. Carbon dioxide concentration

s 30% higher now than in pre-industrialized times.

@o not know for sure if this sudden risc in temperature is directly related to the rise in carbon dioxide in
&3 the atmosphere. However, there are investigations going on right now that show a strong correlation between

rises in carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere and the rising global temperatures,
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With the rise in global temperatores, there are many potential dangers that could seriously allc@ay of

life, Climate changes will cause more serlous weather incidents, such as floods oy droughts, Health is also an
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issue when considering global warming. Rising temperatures could cause tropical diseases o expand to areas
that have never experienced their wrath, In addition deteriorating air quality could cause an increase in
respiratory illnesses. Also, as temperatures continue (o rise, sea level will also rise. This could result in the loss
of many coastal areas, including the Florida Keys.

Many scientists attribute the rise in carbon dioxide concentration to several by-products of humnan
industriatization, They warn that the only way to slow the global warming trend is if we reduce our curront us \L

of fossil fuels, increase our use of afternative fuel sources, and stop the destruction of our forests,
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Grading Rubric Name:
Outstanding Competent Average Needs Work
Thesis Thesis is clear, The thesis has a clear | Argumentis The thesis attempts Thesis contains no
Clarity and argumentative, and argument and acts as | somewhat clear. an argument, but it is | argument and offers
Originality acts as an organizing | organizing tool, but | Thesis conld be not clear and offers ne organization for the
(30%) tool for the paper. could use some strengthened by no organization for paper. The thesis
Thesis topic is rewording for clarity. | rewording or the paper. Thesis argument repeats class
4,\{ 30 creative, entirely Thesis topic is restructuring. Vague | makes an attemptto | discussion and lacksa
original, and offersa | somewhat original organization for be creative, but critical perspective.
unique way of looking | and creative and paper is offered. recycles some class
at the texts in relation | attempts to address Thesis topic is discussion and has no
to each other. the “so what™ creative, but does not | critical analysis.
question. address the “so what” Tl
question.
Paper ‘The paper is well The paper is pretty The paper is The paper has clear Has no clear or logical
Organization | organized with an well organized. The | somewhatclearand | organizational flaws | organizational
(15%) informative introduction, organized, but that distract from the | structure.
introduction, good transitions, and deviates at times thesis argument.
transitions, and a conclusion clearly from making
W\ is thoughtfisl conclusion. | connect to the thesis | connections 1o the
The paper’s argument. thesis argument.
organization
strengthens the thesis -
arsument.
Supporting The paper offers The paper offers The paper offers The paper offers The paper has very
Evidence several examples and | several examples and | evidence from minimal evidence, little evidence. The
{15%) quotations that support | various quotations outside texts, but the | but does support evidence that is
thesis argument. that support and evidence is not some claims. present is confusing
There are no irrelevant | enhance argument always clear or and distracts from the
guotations. Outside outlined in thesis relevant and there are argurmoent,
115 sources are presentto | statement. claims that may not
enhance argument. be adequately -

supported.







Grammar and | The sentence The sentence An occasional Need to improve the | Several grammatical
Mechanics structure, grammar, structure, grammar, | instance of poor sentence structure, and mechanical errors.
(5%) spelling, punctuation, | spelling, punctuation, | sentence structure, grammar, spelling,
and word choice are and word choice are | grammar, punctuation, and/or
‘{ /5 intentional and help correct. punctuation, and/or word choices. There
strengthen the overall word choices and is a pattern of errors
paper and argument. / misspellings. in the paper.
Citations and | The paper has no The paper has 1-2 The paper has 1-2 The paper bas several | The paper includes
Works Cited | citationserrorsanda | citationerrorsand a | citation errors and 1- | errors with both little to no citations
Page (5%) correct works cited correct works cited 2 errors on works internal citations and | and no works cited
0 page. page. cited page. on works cited page. | page.
5
Critical The paper offers a The paper offers 2 Presents ideas from | Presents ideas from | Lack of
Analysis clear and unique clear critical analysis | the course, but some | course in 2 basic way. | comprehension of
(20%) critical analysis that is | of the text that shows | need to be more fully | The paper has course ideas and
thoughtfully comprehension of developed. Critical minimal connection | terms. No conpections
articulated. Several course content, terms | apalysis is attempted | to course content. are made to course
useful connections are | and ideas. and paper attempts to content. The paper
Mz0 made with course Conpection made make copnections offers no critical
content. between thesis and between the thesis analysis.
colrse content. and course content.
Fe
Evidence of | The final draft has The final draft has The final draft has The final draft has The final draft closely
Draft Process | been significantly been revised and is been revised. some changes, but resembles the original
{10%) revised. The author stronger than the significant portions of | draft
has taken peer original draft. the original draft have
Ono feedback into account not been revised.
to strengthen their
paper as well as made =
changes on their own.
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