
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
WOOSTER CAMPUS SAFETY COMMITTEE 

OARDC, ATI, & Research Stations 
Minutes of March 20, 2013 Meeting 

 
PRESENT: Chris Abraham, Ryan Brooks, Tamela Brown, Dave Drake, Greg Ferrell, Jim Hacker, 

Roger Hamilton, Leona Horst, Deana Hudgins, Mike Kauffman, Mike Klingman, Jenny 
Moyseenko, Mark Schleppi, Jeff Strouse, Seth Walker, Lee Wilson 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mike Kauffman, Chair. 

POINTS OF DISCUSSION 
 

1. Approval of the minutes from January 16, 2013.  Motion to approve the minutes with correction 
by Lee Wilson, seconded by Leona Horst. 
 

2. Old Business 
a. Membership update. Jenny circulated an updated WCSC membership list for additions 

and corrections.  Beginning with this meeting, minutes will be sent to all members, 
alternates, and ex-officio members. 

 
b. Hazardous Waste Pickup Update:  The most recent pickup needed to be rescheduled 

twice, but was finally completed on March 19. Problems to be resolved include: some 
labs were missed on March 19 due to problems locating buildings; some labs were 
visited at lunch resulting in no pickup; ATI farm did not have a pickup due to 
misunderstanding about public road designations.  Seth will arrange for ATI Haz Waste 
to be picked up. 

 
Batteries are not picked up by Veolia, but disposal is contracted with USA Lamp & 
Ballast.  Disposal was previously managed on campus by Dave Kost, but is now 
coordinated by Tom Novotny (Columbus EHS office).  Terminals must be taped with 
electrical tape.  Seth will request a definitive answer on how to manage batteries, since 
the EHS website protocol is not consistent with ODOT requirements. 

 
c. 2013 Lab Inspection Update: Lee Wilson said that Selby’s inspections are finished, and 

that lab managers need to be aware that the new (electronic) version of CHP is required.  
Dorian sent Lee a list of labs with deficiencies that need correction, which included: 
SOPs, separation of sharps into glass and needles, and needles not capped.  Each 
building is required to have its own BEAP.  A template is available.  Lee also made a 
departmental requirement that all Plant Path employees read the Selby BEAP and sign 
off that they had done so.  Jenny reported that HCS had an in house training conducted 
by Dorian on the new interactive CHP. 

 
d. Hazardous Materials Shipping Training:  Since OSU is no longer providing Haz Mat 

Shipping training, Seth requested that 2 people per department be trained by an outside 
trainer, with the training paid for by EHS.  A quote provided by SafeEx (Westerville, OH) 
for training for 30 people @ $125/person has been accepted.  Dr. Benfield emailed 
department heads to request names of people to be trained.  Training will likely be 
scheduled at the end of April.  In addition to representatives of each department, Seth, 
Tami, and Facilities Services (Mailroom) will be aware of regulations and materials 
affected.  Some items currently shipped may not be covered in this baseline training – 



training may be repeated in autumn if a need is identified.  Contact Seth if there are 
questions on shipping a particular material. 

 
3. New Business 

a. Safety, Police Fire Updates:  Tami has acquired respirator fit testing equipment, will set 
up dates and also do fit tests on an as needed basis, coordinating with departments that 
need testing.   
Greg announced that he will retire on April 30, 2013.  The transition plan for the Police 
Department transfers the administration of EHS & Police to Seth Walker.  Seth will report 
to the Directors of OARDC and ATI, and to Mike St. Clair of Columbus EHS.  Sergeant 
Chad Stanton will manage the day to day police activities on campus.  On behalf of 
WCSC, Mike thanked Greg for his years of service and for authoring the transition plan 
so that operations will transfer smoothly. 
Seth announced that a Directors Equipment Grant was submitted to provide the means 
for a local (Wooster campus) emergency response team. The grant requested funds for 
equipment for decontamination supplies, identification of unknowns, and a trailer to 
house materials.  The grant was approved and matched, and purchasing of items has 
begun.  Personnel will be trained as first responders.  Location of the trailer has not yet 
been determined. 

 
b. Noise levels in Williams Headhouse growth chambers: A request was made to do a 

noise level survey in the Williams Headhouse growth chamber area. Tami said that 
anyone desiring a noise survey can contact her to schedule one. 

 
c. Fume hood maintenance procedures:  Several issues regarding fume hood maintenance 

were discussed.  Often, when fume hood maintenance is scheduled, very short notice is 
given, which may affect plans for time sensitive experiments.  In addition, often no 
notification provided when work is complete or what action was taken.  Dave said he 
would discuss the issues to Facilities Services personnel. 

 
d. Other new business:  Leona mentioned that USDA labs are required to conduct 

additional safety inspections, which will be occurring soon.  Also, USDA labs are 
required to complete training by the end of 2013 the new international chemical labeling 
system.  Seth said he is aware of the international labeling but that there is no 
requirement to use it at the University level. 
Jim Hacker asked if tornado sirens have backup battery power.  Greg reported that they 
are battery powered. 
 

e. “Live N Learn”: 
Jim reported that the recent incident in Entomology (an off-label application method for a 
pesticide was used) has been resolved.  Seth believes that this incident occurred when 
an incorrect product was ordered by a purchasing agent who did not realize a specific 
product was required.  End users of such products (GH managers) should be aware that 
they need to verify products received are appropriate for the intended use.  Seth will be 
meeting with GH managers soon to discuss this. 
Roger asked if OARDC is exempt from certain regulations due to certain uses being for 
research only.  Seth will review regulations to confirm. 
Leona mentioned an incident in Plant Pathology where an unidentified odor caused 
concern.  It was eventually determined to be an electrical odor from an overheating UPS.  
However, it was a good reminder to be proactive in determining if an odor is a safety 



issue.  Also, it was asked whether there are signups for autoclaves so the user can be 
determined if there is a concern with odors from an autoclave. 

 
4. Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Hacker and seconded by Mark Schleppi. 

 
The next meeting will be May 15, 2013 at 8:30 A.M., in the Fisher Auditorium Conference 
Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Moyseenko, Secretary 
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