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Waste Management Innovation  
Toward a Green, Inclusive, Circular Economy  

 

Request for Seed Grant Proposals 

1. Introduction  

The U.S. Consulate General in Mumbai contracted with the Ohio State University to organize a conference 

on Waste Management Innovation in India, held on April 17-18, 2017 in collaboration with the Indian 

Institute of Technology, Bombay. This conference convened U.S. and Indian experts from the business 

community, government, academia, and civil society to identify innovative waste reduction technologies 

and practices that will enable India to achieve sustainable economic growth. The Conference included not 

just the corporate, urban, and governmental perspectives on waste management, but also the 

perspectives of rural villagers. The conference objectives were to: 

• Assess the current state of waste management in India, including innovative approaches that 

can potentially be scaled up.  

•  Explore how conventional and innovative concepts related to waste management solutions can 

be piloted, tested, and broadly adopted.  

• Develop and share best practices and experiences in addressing waste management issues in 
the U.S., India and the region.  

•  Build collaborative networks among individuals and organizations in the U.S., India and the 

region focused on addressing waste management issues.  

• Provide seed funding to finance promising ideas generated at the conference.  

• Initiate the formation of a persistent network to carry on the positive momentum established at 

the conference. 

To incentivize further progress, the U.S. Consulate General in Mumbai has established a fund to provide 

seed grants for development of innovative waste reduction or avoidance technologies, as well as practical 

social or economic initiatives. The Ohio State University will be responsible for managing the proposal 

review process and administering the grants. 

Waste Management Innovation Seed Grants at a Glance 

Eligibility:  Non-profits or entrepreneurial firms based in India 

Due dates:  Letter of intent due: May 18, 2017 

  Full proposal due: July 1, 2017 

  Awards announced: August 15, 2017 

Total funding: Up to 5 grants with a maximum award of Rs 500,000 each  

Matching:  Cost sharing from other sources is highly recommended 
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2. Potential Topics 

The seed grant proposals should address one or more of the topics featured at the Mumbai conference 

(see https://u.osu.edu/wastemanagementinnovation). The conference highlighted the following general 

topics; however, additional issues or opportunities may have arisen during the audience discussions.  

 Municipal Waste and Wastewater Management 

 Industrial Waste and Wastewater Management 

 Plastic and Packaging Waste Management 

 Industrial Waste Recycling and Reuse 

 Waste Recovery and Biomass Conversion 

 Innovative Design for Waste Elimination or Beneficial Reuse 

 Enabling a Circular Economy in India 

 Developing Sustainable Technologies for Waste Management 

 Engaging Ragpickers and Waste Collectors in the Recycling Industry 

Each seed grant proposal should focus on a specific innovation—technology, policy, or practice—that 

promises to accelerate and/or facilitate progress toward solving waste management challenges in India. 

Therefore, it is important for the proposal team to consider how the promising innovation can be scaled 

up across urban and/or rural populations. 

3. Proposal Instructions 

Proposers must submit a brief letter of intent as described in E. below to assure the relevance of the 

chosen topic, and to provide an opportunity for feedback on the concept and proposed collaborators.   

A. Eligibility: 

1. Eligibility is open to all non-profit, non-governmental organizations. Individuals or for-profit 
groups must partner with a qualified non-profit, non-governmental organization.    

2. For Indian organizations, the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) of the Government of 
India applies; Indian organizations must have a current and valid FCRA in order to apply.  

3. Applicants must acquire all required registrations and rights in the United States and India. All 
intellectual property considerations and rights must be fully met in the United States and India.  

4. Organizations applying for availing this opportunity must have a Data Universal Numbering 

System (DUNS) number from Dun & Bradstreet and an active System for Award Management 

(SAM) registration.  The Ohio State University cannot make an award to an applicant until the 

applicant has complied with all applicable DUNS and SAM requirements by the time the Ohio 

State University is ready to make an award.  A DUNS number can be obtained by visiting 

http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform. To register for SAMS visit:  www.SAM.gov. Note that SAM 

registration must be renewed annually in order to preserve eligibility.  

5. The seed funding opportunity grants/cooperative agreements cannot be used to fund religious or 

partisan political activity; fundraising campaigns; commercial projects; scientific research; 

projects whose primary aim is institutional development of the organization, or illegal activities. 

B. Funding Available: The maximum amount of funding available for each grant is Rs 500,000.  

https://u.osu.edu/wastemanagementinnovation
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
http://www.sam.gov/
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C. Fund Administration: Grant funds will be transferred to an account designated by the grantee 

organization, which must appoint a lead person to take responsibility for administering this account. 

D. Matching Funds:  Cost sharing through matching funds, either cash or in-kind, is highly encouraged. 

Matching funds may be obtained from a variety of sources, including R&D partners, governmental 

agencies, or philanthropic organizations. 

E. Required Letter of Intent:  Applicants must submit a letter of intent (LOI), in 12-point font with 1-

inch margins, up to two pages in length. The LOI should briefly describe (a) the innovative concept 

and rationale, (b) the objectives, approach, and expected outcomes, (c) project team qualifications, 

and (d) estimated total budget and matching funds.  The LOI will be reviewed within two weeks, and 

will be returned to the applicant with suggestions for the full proposal. 

 Please e-mail the LOI in PDF format by May 18, 2017 to the Program Coordinator:   

 Melissa Amos (amos.126@osu.edu, 614-292-3732). 

F. Full Proposal Format: The proposal must be in 12-point font with appropriate spacing and 1-inch 

margins to ensure readability, and must be submitted as a complete PDF document.  The proposal 

narrative may not exceed 6 pages in length, including charts, tables, graphs, and references, and 

brevity is encouraged.  The narrative must document a compelling waste management challenge and 

describe how the team will address this challenge.  Narratives should include: 

1. Descriptive Proposal Title. 

2. Lay Summary (50-word maximum):  A brief description written for a general audience.   

3. Concept and Rationale:  Document the significance of the compelling challenge and describe 

how the project will address the challenges identified at the conference, engage key partners, 

leverage existing resources, and produce useful results. 

4. Duration: The maximum duration for proposed projects is 1 year from the award date. 

5. Objectives, Approach, and Expected Results:  Describe specifically the project objectives, 

how the team plans to accomplish those objectives, the expected tangible outputs, and the 

expected short and long term benefits or results, including how this work will enhance waste 

collection, processing, disposition and/or value recovery. 

6. Team Qualifications: Describe the qualifications of the key team members, the capacity of 

the team to succeed, and how the team will achieve effective interdisciplinary collaboration.  

7. Budget justification:  Describe how the team plans to use the grant funding as well as any 

matching resources to carry out the project. 

Please e-mail the full proposal in PDF format by July 1, 2017 to Ohio State’s Program Coordinator:   

 Melissa Amos (amos.126@osu.edu, 614-292-3732). 

G. Review Criteria: Proposals will be reviewed according to the following criteria:  

1. Concept and Rationale: Potential to advance waste management in India.  

2. Technical Promise: Likelihood of meeting or exceeding the stated project objectives. 

3. Expected Impacts: Potential benefits; likelihood of generating additional funding for scale-up. 

4. Team Qualifications: Capacity of the proposed team to perform effectively. 

5. External collaboration: Engagement of partners; matching resources (if applicable).  

mailto:amos.126@osu.edu
mailto:amos.126@osu.edu
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H. Notification of Awards: Applicants will be notified via e-mail about the outcomes of their proposals 

by August 15, 2017. A summary of the successful proposals will be publicized. 

I. Proposal attachments: The following 3 pages provide templates for the required attachments. These 

attachments must be completed properly for the proposal to be considered. 

    - Team Roster 

    - Budget Summary 

    - Suggested External Reviewers 

J. Seed Grant Oversight. Following award of the seed grants, The Ohio State University will disburse 

funds and maintain close contact with each awardee through its Mumbai office. Awardees will need 

to submit documentation on their legal status, including non-profit status for NGOs, if applicable, and 

established bank accounts. Ohio State will work with the U.S. Consulate General to plan a public event 

at which the awards will be announced.  

K. Reporting Requirements. Grantees are required to submit brief quarterly reports every 3 months 

from the date of the award. Final fiscal and technical reports will be required from all seed grant 

recipients; 20% of the award will be withheld pending submission of satisfactory final reports. The 

following is a suggested outline for the final report: 

   - Executive Summary 

   - Project Objectives 

   - Organizations and Key Personnel Involved 

   - Technical Approach and Methodology 

   - Obstacles Encountered and Resolution 

   - Project Results and Key Accomplishments 

    - Financial Expenditures Relative to Budget 

    - Future Opportunities and Plans 
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Seed Grant Application 

TEAM ROSTER 

 
Proposal Title:   
 

Team Members, Affiliations, 
and e-mail addresses 

Project Roles and 
Responsibilities 

Signatures 

PI, team lead:   
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Seed Grant Application 

BUDGET SUMMARY 

 
Proposal Title:   

 

Item (and brief description) Requested Funds Matching Support 

A. Personnel costs 

 

  

B. Supplies 

 

  

C. Equipment 

 

  

E. Travel 

 

  

F. Services 

 

  

G. Other 

 

  

   

Totals   

…………………………. 

(Rs 300,000 maximum) 

 

…………………….. 
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Seed Grant Application 

SUGGESTED PROPOSAL REVIEWERS 

 
Proposal Title:   
 
 

Name Affiliation Area of expertise Contact information 

    

    

    

    

    

 


