
India: An Overview 





South Asia 













Some Factoids: 

Diverse Geographically 

 

– Himalayas, more 

than 25,000 feet 

high 

 

 

– Tropical beaches of 

the Malabar Coast 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Indo-Gangetic Plain 















Rice 

Growing 

Areas 



Another Factoid: Cows have a 

pretty good life in India! 





Another Factoid: 

Geography & Population 

 
• River valleys and coastal zones are 

densely occupied 

• Uplands are slightly less dense. 
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More Factoids 
 

• Population: More than 3 times USA 

 

• About one-third the land mass of USA 

 

 

 



Factoid 

• 1.2 billion individuals! (UN, 2011) 

 

• One of every six human beings on the 

planet! 





Factoid 

• By 2015, largest urban population in world 

 

• Yet 60% of people live in hundreds of 

thousands of villages 

 



Politics: Some Factoids 

• The world’s largest democracy 

 

• Democracy means stability and 

accommodation 

 



Politics: Some Factoids 

• Democracy means politically grappling 

with issues: National language, religious 

tolerance, minority rights, affirmative 

action, etc. 



Languages in  

South Asia 



Politics 

• A large and free media 

 

• Pro-American 

 

• A nuclear power 



Economics: Some Factoids 

• The fastest growing free market economy 

in the world (~ 7% from 1997-2007) 

 

• Average Indian income will double in 10 

years. 

 



Economics 

• Reverse migration: An indication of 

promise and hope in India 

 

• Burgeoning middle class (i.e., consumers); 

more than 300 million 

 



Economic 

• Tremendous human capital  

 

– vast and growing number of entrepreneurs, 

managers, and business savvy individuals 

 

• Largest number of college-educated 

scientists in the world 



Economic: Another Factoid 

• South Asia is poor 

– the second poorest region in the world; next 

to sub-Saharan Africa 



Factoid: Economics 

• India is a poor country with per capita 

GDP ~$1,400 (World Bank, 2011) 

 

• More than 300 million people live on less 

than $1/day 

 

• Human Development Rank is 128 out of 

177. 

 

 



 
Environmental Issues 

 

• The problem of sustainable development 

 

• Economic Growth 

• Social Justice (Equality) 

• Environmental Stewardship 



Smog and Water Pollution 

in New Delhi 

The high number of cars only adds to the 

present levels of pollution 

 

New Delhi also has water problems. Its 

main source of water, the river Yamuna, is 

highly polluted. 



Water purity is an issue – millions of people each year are 

cremated and have their ashes scattered over the Ganga River.  



Drainage in the river Ganga at Kanpur 

The Leather Industry 
 

Kanpur, the largest 

Industrial city in Uttar Pradesh; 

Its most important industry is  

tanning; ~ 350 tanneries;  

about half of them process  

50-200 hides/day! 

Environmental Issues 

Of greater concern is the industrial waste and sewage dumped into the 

river. Unconventional methods use India’s heat and monsoons to help 

clean the water. 







Conflicts over Water 

– Hydroelectric dams 

divert rivers and try to 

meet the demand for 

electricity.  

 

– Hydroelectric dams force 

many people to relocate. 



Environmental Issues 

 

India has diverted 60 percent  

of the Ganga river from   

Bangladesh; less water  

is available for irrigation,  

and salt water is penetrating  

inland, and the coastline is  

changing. 

 



Environmental Issues: Deforestation 

 

– Early agricultural expansion with successive Hindu kingdoms and 
British colonialism all contributed to deforestation. 

 

 



Environmental Issues: Deforestation 
 

– Local populations also contribute to deforestation by gathering 
animal fodder and firewood for heating and cooking. Their need 
for survival supersedes their attempts at conservation. 



Environmental Issues: Deforestation 

 

 

 



Environmental Issues 

The Chipko movement  

 

Uses Gandhian methods of 

satyagraha and nonviolent 

resistance  through the act 

of hugging trees to protect 

them from being felled.  



Children Learning about the Chipko 

Nonviolent Movement  



Summary 

• Climate: Life giving and life taking monsoons 

• Crops: Vary by geographic region 

• Population: Tremendous growth 

• Democracy: Largest in the world 

• Linguistic Diversity 

• Economic Growth: Fuelled by economic 

liberalization 

• Environmental Challenges: Lots! 



India is a beautiful place, but 

don’t drink the water! 







East meets West 


