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and medieval peziods, with one significant difference. Whereas the specu-

lations of the literate class (both Hindyu and Muslim) had traditionally
centered in religion, by the time the British withdrew from the sub-

ndians and Pakistanjs were primarily concerned
with urgent economic and political problems,

This remarkable transformation of values had of course by no means
permeated the entire society in the space of 3 century and a half. Hun.

dreds of millions of peasant- and artisan-villagers in South Asia continue
to.abide by the rules and precepts [ai
books, and the thought

such
outh India, continue to appear, and pilgrimages
to holy places have actually increased with the advent o
portation. Even among the educated and Westernized
population there is no lack

t modern trans-
fraction of the
of interest in religious speculation and no

dearth of writing on religious subjects,

Nevertheless, now that independent India has become a part of the

ay strongly secular, drawing
lved in creating a better social
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e moderate program of social
ed by Rimmohun Roy could
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being preached by his disciple Vinoba Bhﬁ‘.}e, under w'hom t}}e bhitdin
(iand—gift) movement has reached astoundxr}g proportions. -
As these older traditions, including the Hmd.u pationalism o eh é
trernists, have continued into incicpenci’len‘t Indxa,. 50 younger onesbe;\;{
emerged in recent decades, each proclmmmg a digcrent path to a X
future. The seed-time of these philosophies, interestingly enough, was tbe
Gﬁhdhian era, when many of the younger leaders brought to .thenf,qzjz ¥
the intensification of the nationalist movement found t‘h.e Maham%a s i egs
medieval, much as they admired him personally, Inevitably thcz;m:in 5
reached out for more modern ideas to Europe, where maﬂyu.l?ad fve a;
students. Ideologies such as Fascism, Socialism, asFl Commqms'm‘ seerr%elt
o answer India’s needs in two ways. Not only dufl the coﬂectstt.s?m
common to them all promise to heal the psycholc.}gzcal and economic gag
between the tiny educated elite and the impovgmheé £ass of (;h; popur;
lation, but British Socialists, German andlItaha;} fj‘ascxsts, an Itlsism
Communists provided moral support (and in some instances materia as:.
i ¢ independence movement. .
335;313:;)5 t:o::lluding?chapter of our survey of more thaﬂ three thousam; :
years of Indian thought, the doctrines of six contrasting SChOOI}S}”{lO; oé-i-
metaphysics but of political phéioso?hyware. presented b};I aut o.r:;aNx;
spokesmen, Hindu nationalism in its most virulent fc'mn, ictatorial D :
tional Socialism, fiberal Democratic Socialis, re‘voiutionary I_nterx:tatioga~
Communism, evolutionary National Communism, and ’ GaI.ldhlal'l de
centralism—all vie with one another. for cont{ol of men’s minds in z;-
dependent India. Which school, if any, will win out will perh;ps mbt ;
long run prove less important than the fact that all together azleb T;:e !
slowly but surely acting to leaven the dough of age-old custom and belie

with the bitter yeast of politics.

V. D. SAVARKAR: HINDU NATIONALIST

Unaffected by the new political ideas that came iz'xto Iﬁéia a{‘ter the Fi
World War, but exacerbated by the rise of Muslim -natlonahsm, ‘thgs?
dition of extremist Hindu nationalism has been carried gorward m't;
post-independence period by a group of zealots deeply imbued w1_.
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ideology. Its .most outstanding proponent and
decades has been Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. Bora in 1883, and a
Chitpavan brihman like his fellow-Maharashtrians Ranade, Gokhale and
Tilak, Savarkar was the second son of a landowner konown for both his
Sanskrit scholarship and his Western-style education. Two incidents from
his youth presaged his lifelong antipathy to those he considered Hindu-
ism’s foes. At the age of ten, hearing of bloody Hindu-Muslim riots in
the United Provinces, he led a gang of his schoolmates in a stone-throwing
attack on the village mosque, At sixteen, his anger at the hanging of two
Maharashtrian terrorists made him vow to devote
British out of India.

On entering Fergusson College at Poona, Savarkar quickly organized
a patriotic society among his fellow-students, Through poems, articles,
and speeches he reminded them of India’s glorious past and the need to
regain her freedom. In 1905 he arranged for a huge bonfire of foreign
cloth and persuaded Tilak to speak to the crowd gathered around it. For

this he was rusticated from his college, but with Tilak’s help secured a
scholarship to study in London from an Indian patriot there,
understanding that he would never enter government service.

From 1906 to 1910, in the guise of a student of law, the young Savarkar
bearded the British fion in its den. His “New India” group learned the
art of bomb-making from a Russian revolutionary in Paris, and planned
the assassination of the hated Lord Curzon. One member of the group
electrified London when he shot and killed an important official of the

India Office and then went proudly to the gallows. Savarkar himself was

arrested a few months later, but by this time he had already published

his nationalistic interpretation of the 1857-58 Mutiny and Rebellion,
entitling it The First Indian War of Independence of 185y,

When the ship carrying him back to India for trial stopped at Mar-
scilles, Savarkar created an international incident by swimming ashore
and claiming asylum on French soil, The Hague

theoretician in recent

his life to driving the

on the

International Tribupal

»‘ultimately judged his recapture by the British authorities irregular but
Justifiable, but by this time he had already been

twice sentenced to life-
imprisonment. In 1911 Savarkar was transported to the Andaman Islands
(India’s “Devil’s Island” in the tropical Bay of Bengal) where he found
his elder brother, a renowned terrorist, already there before him.



CHAPTER XXVI

TAGORE AND GANDHI

Two towering figures dominated the Indi.an scepe ix?. the .ﬁrst.: haéf-igi
the twentieth century, overshadowing all I:IVEIIS in their respe;twch eb
of endeavor. Each achieved such international rcnown‘th;t' et eizay
automatically - increased India’s prestige -abroad. Each in his }:mrnmu;1
spent many years in the service of his countrymen. f:\ﬂd yet t e:r:ﬁt e ;
scarcely be two men more different from one anotgxer Eﬂ’ tcz;:peraEm wane
interests. Tagore's nature was that of a poet;“Gaﬁ-(’ihx st ait of 2 g
man. Tagore’s realm was artistic €Xpression; Gindhi's ethica azuoi; X O_rc
the clothes they chose reflected the contrast be.tweexi the'm, or tg e
was fond of dressing in flowing silken robes, while Giandhi wore nothing
implest hand-spun garments. o -
buItnd;esZ;sf these two E1J'<:nrls§1';alzwle men brought to thel.r finest fruiti §
the potentialities created in modern I{zdia }?y the”engraftz.lg' of feﬁrltif;@e
terns of thought and action onto various “stems” of tra 1t10;1a gl hs
Both Tagore and Gandhi made themseives masters of t d:, Wrésgter_‘
language and were considerably arffccted by iheu" contact wi  Wesen
culture. Flow then can one explain the contrary Fhrecnons in whic "
minds developed? Perhaps the distinctive reg;on?tlv cultuz?s in \;i;
they grew to manhood affected thﬁ:{n most dcleszv§1y. os:lr:;id i
Bengal, where English thought left its deepest imprint, gré e 8
Brihmo Samij in whose bosom Tagore was born. Isolatef t;;arv e,di_é
the opposite side of the subcontinent, an'd the hoxze}qna e
Dayinanda, clung longer todthei older Vaishnava and Jai :
ich i ced Gandhi so deeply. _ |
Wl;il :ff;:ies reasons, Tagore and Gandhi cert.ainiy dis_ag}'eed ffuz}_ :
mentally in their diagnoses of India’s ills and theljr prescmpixofnis (j;'h
cure. For a time this disagreement clouded thm‘r personal ;1;: ;
which fhad dated from 1915 when Tagore had 1an1Fec_1 Gin ; i, fr
from South Africa, to bring his followers to_ShanEmii;?tan gr W
of a more congenial temporary haven. Addressing Gandhi on this.
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sion as Mahatmd (great soul), Tagore seems to have been the first

. to use the famous title, Their public controversy over the methods of

Gandhi’s noncooperation movement flared up in 1921, and passages from
their eloquent debate are reproduced in this chapter, Gandhi’s 1933 fast
against untouchability brought ‘about a dramatic reconciliation between
the two men, and Gandhi ended his fast with a sip ‘of fruit juice while
Tagore sat nearby. Visiting Shantiniketan after the poet’s death, Gandhi
ds-said to have remarked that he had begun by thinking that he and
Tagore were poles apart, but now believed that in fundamentals they
were one.

Jawaharlal Nehru, who admired both men greatly (perhaps because

. they served as models for the two sides of his own personality) has

written: “Tagore was primarily the man of thought, Gandhi of con-
centrated and ceaseless activity, Both, in their different ways, had a
sworld outlook, and both were ar the same time wholly India, They

seemed to represent different but harmonious aspects of India and to
-complement one another.”

RABINDRANATH TAGORE: POET, EDUCATOR,
AND AMBASSADOR TO THE WORLD

The. fourteenth of Maharshi Debendranith Tagore’s fifteen children,
Rabindranith Tagore (1861-1941) grew to manhood in a highly cul-

tured family environment. A number of his brothers and sisters were

attistically inclined—one composed music, another staged. amateur the.
-atricals, and several contributed to the literary magazine edited by their
eldest brother, who was also a philosopher. The venerable Debendranath
gave special attention to his youngest son’s education, and after investing
h_im_:with the brihmanical sacred thread, took him on an extended pil-
grirhage to Amritsar and the Himalayas. Rabindranith’s religious views

ere decisively shaped by his father’s influence. _ .

A" steady income from the family’s landed estates deprived Ra-
indranith of the necessity of earning his own livelihood, and he was
llowed to give up formal studies at the age of thirteen. Living at home,
1e began to experiment with writing verse. Encouraged by his older
" *Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India, 342-43.
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Sibhll 3 hﬁ wene on to win renow at twe[]{y Wlth. hls ﬁrst voiunme Df
t n i
g b ]

i it i and grew-
pearance. Year after year his writing matured in style g _

richer in content. Translating inte English from Eht?_ devotic;?;cllrsscxgz
written after the death of his wife and three.of‘ his fve ¢ il 5), :
published in 1912 the collection entitled Gz’téﬁjalzh(jo;zg Oﬁe;z;id .thn

W i

id was startled to hear that he ha een awar
e e India went wild with excitement,
Prize for Literature, Educated India ' :

No?ii tijt Rabindranath had vindicated Indian culture in the eye; of
St;?: Wgess; As for the poet, he is said to have cried, “I shall never have

ioml
any peace again,”*

ivi in
Although his prediction proved correct, the ceaseless activity :

which he spent the rest of his life was mostly of his own making. He

had already founded a school at Shantiniketan, the rural rctrcatd whle;'e :
h?s father used to pass days in meditation. He now began to develop

i ing arts
there a center of Indian culture, where all the creative and performing
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Dever tired of reminding his countrymen that they also needed to learn
rom the West’s vitality and dedicated search for truch,

Through an irony of fate, this preacher of the complementary rela-

‘tionship between Asian and Western cultures returned from a tri-
umphant European tour in 1921 to find Gandhi leading a mass move-
ment of . noncooperation with every aspect of British influence in India,
including the prevailing form of English education. Rabindranith pub-

licly opposed the Mahatma and was accordingly accused of taking an

“unpatriotic” position, He had already been virtually ostracized for his

~withdrawal in 1908 from Bengal politics in disgust at the extremist ex-

cesses of the anti-Partition agitation, On both occasions he bore his isola-
tion stoically and without yielding his ground, much like the great

Bengali whom he considered his spiritual kinsman—Rimmohun Rov.
Shy and aloof, Tagore was able to look more dispassionately on the

- events of his time than those who hurled themselves into the struggle
--against British rule, Reversing Tilak’s dictum that social reform diverted

and divided the movement for independence, Tagore held that the

could thrive in a new birth. In 1921, as a crowning step in h;shi:d:z:
tional work, Tagore opened his Vishva-Bharati * University at fﬁmr;
ketan, dedic,ating it to his ideal of world brotherhood and cultural i !

td

clamor for political rights distracted men from more fundamental
tasks such as erasing caste barriers, reconciling Hindus and Muslims,

Chi?f:'his father, Rabindranith loved to travel, and he seldom refusec

the many invitations which carne to him from alléparts gf the; C:rsci)(l;lss.'
iti ithin India, he lectured on five o
ddition to many tours within India, ; : s
?he iUnited States, five times in Europe, three umzs Sm }ipant, ji?aoq
i , i viet Russia, and Southeas ;
in China, South America, Soviet , a : :
zzgelxgcmd use of his opporturiities to address impostant au<.illen.ces
denouncing—especially after the First \ﬁzzrid IWar—mth;sgzz fsmrr)n
i ‘ iali kind could only save :
tionalism and materialism. Man d pelt Eronct
i the spiritual values which p
struction, he declared, by a return to value P
igi i he world’s great faiths, lay un
il religions. Asia, the home of t . i ;
Zbliga‘tgion to lead this religious revival, and to Indz:}, the h?::;;g
i i d the mission of reawa
Hinduism and Buddhism, belonge ‘ prawakenint
si h this message, like tha v
1f, Asia, and the world. Althoug ‘ ac of
;Znanda ’stressed India’s role as spiritual teacher to mankmé Ta

1E. ]. Thompson, Rabindranath Tagore, ‘Hi{'Lifc‘z‘zrifIH;c_:;f& P 44-
3’I'-ramslatab%re as either “universai learning™ or “all-India.

wonderment at the variety and beau

plifting the poor and helpless villagers, and liberating men’s minds
11id bodies from a host of self-made but unnecessary burdens.
Right down to hjs cighticth year, Tagore never Jost his childlike
ty of the creation and he expressed
“delight with life in a ceaseless outpouring of poetry, prose, drama,
d song. By making the speech of the common people the medium
ot his masterly style he revolutionized and revitalized Bengali literature,
s 'interests, although basically esthetic, were truly universal; in his
eventies he wrote a textbook on elementary science which explained
theory of relativity and the working of the solar system. In an age
growing xenophobia he sought 1o keep India’s windows open on the
rld. For his creativity, his breadth of vision, and his zeal in cham-
ning man's freedom from arbitrary restraints—whether social, politi-
“or .religious—Tagore deserves comparison with the great artist-
sophers of Renaissance humanism in the West.
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The Spirit of Asia _
Like Keshub Chunder Sen and Swimi Vivekinanda, Tagore believed -thafl alE

Asiz was united by a profound spirituality from which the more materialistic

nations of the West could benefit. In his lectures of 1924 to audiences in China
he stressed Asia’s need to find her own soul, in order that her message to man-

kind might not perish. _
[From Tagore, Talks in China, pp. 64, 66-67, 156-57]

My friends, T have come to ask you to reopen the channel of communion
which I hope is still there; for though overgrown with weeds of oblivion

its lines can still be traced. I shall consider myself fortunate if, through.

this visit, China comes nearer to India and India to China—ior no p
litical or commercial purpose, but for disinterested human love and for
nothing ekse. . .. L

In Asia we must seek our strength in union, in an unwavering faithin
righteousness, and never in the egotistic spirit of separateness and. se

assertion. It is from the heart of the East that the utterance has sprung
forth: “The meek shall inherit the earth.” For the meek never waste

energy in the display of insolence, but are firmly established in true pro
perity through harmony with the All. :

In Asia we must unite, not through some mechapical method of
ganization, but through a spirit of true sympathy. The organized pow
of the machine is ready to smite and devour us, from which we mu
be rescued by that living power of spirit which grows into strength,:
through mere addition, but through organic assimilation. . . . o

It will never do for the Orient to trail behind the West like an o
grown appendix, vainly trying to lash the sky in defiance of the diving
For humanity this will not only be a useless excess, but a disappointmen
and a deception. For if the East ever tries to duplicate Western life, thi
duplicate is bound to be a forgery. L

The West has no doubt overwhelmed us with its flood of commoditi
tourists, machine guns, school masters, and a religion which is great,
whose followers are intent upon lengthening the list of its recruits,:a
not upon following it in details that bring no profit, or in practice;
are inconvenient. But one great service the West has done us by bringl
the force of its living mind to bear upon our life; it has stirred,
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Fhoughts into activity. For its mind is great; its intellectual life has in
its center intellectual probity, the standard of truth.
' The Iﬁrst e&eFt of our mind being startled from its sleep was to. make it
mtexﬁse'y conscious of what was before it; but now that the surprise of
awab_ ening has subsided, the time has come to know what is within, We
a;e cginning to know ourselves. We are finding our own mind, because
; >
the mind of the West claims our attention.
I ) . .
have no doubt in my own mind that in the East our principal char-

- acteristic i i
Istic 1s not 1o set too high a price upon success through gaining

?dvantage, but upon self-realization through fulfilling our dharm

1deais.' Let the awakening of the East impel us consciously to discovae’r :I:r
essential and the universal meaning of our own civilization, to re re
the debris from its path, to rescue it from the bondage of staénationmt?lz

- . . .
produces impurities, to make it a great channel of communication be-
tween all human races.

M. K. GANDHI: INDIA’S “GREAT SOUL”

~ Known to the world as the greatest Indian of modern times, Mohandas
Is?aramchand Gandhi (1869-1948) was more a man of action ’a karmayo-
_ gm,.;l_lan s; thinI'\:er. He himself declared, when asked for hi; messageyto
_ Imankmd, My life is‘my message.” Nevertheless, in working out the phi.
: ‘:(s){;phy Wi}:{:h sustained him through a lifetime of striving, Gandhi
: Weg:el;g:h Ofgzxz'd gave new strength to many strands of both Indian and
g Frm‘n his Qious mother, young Mohandas imbibed the devotional spirit
Qf' Va.ushnawte ‘Hinduism, Western secular influences were weak I:z;nd
Iaxln-vmﬂuenccs strong in his native Gujarar, and the importance of
.-gi}m'-lsz‘f (noninjury or nonviolence to all creatures) and ascetic self
discipline was impressed on him by the examples of his mother Wh-
fasted frequently, and of Jain friends of the fafniiy. Although the Ga':ndhi:
belonged to the vaishya caste and were originally merchants, Mohandas’

fa
father, u.ncle, and grandfather had served as prime ministers to several
small princely states.

A youngest son, and an unusually bright and ambitious youth, Mo-

andas resolved to study law in order to follow in his father’s footsteps
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By the time he sailed for England at cighteen, leaving behind his wife

and infant son, his mind had been deeply and permanently molded by

traditional Indian influences. g

" His three years as a student in London turned Gindhi into a West-

ernized and pattily dressed young barrister. His assoclations with English-

men were pleasant: he became an active member of the London Vegetar--
fan Society and was introduced by English theosophists to the Bhagavad
Gita in Sir Edwin Arnold's translation. He studied the New Testament .
and often attended church in order to hear sermons by the best preachers
of the day. He returned to Gujardt at twenty-one, convinted that “next -
to India, 1 would rather live in London than in any other place in the -
world.” ‘

After two years of unsuccessful law practice, Gandhi was called to South
Africa to help a Gujarati Muslim merchant with a court case. Insisting -
on traveling first class, he was shoved out of carriages and beaten by .
white South Africans. These brutal encounters with racial intolerance
came as a great shock to him after his close relations with English friends
in London. He decided to stay on in South Africa to help the Indians
there fight for their rights. To unite the disorganized Indian community
he founded the Natal Indian Congress. At twenty-seven he toured India
to enlist support for the cause he had made his own. On this mission he
met Banerjea, Ranade, Gokhale, and Tilak, and felt so drawn to Gokhazle
that he came o consider himself as the latter’s disciple.

Twenty years in the invigorating climate of the South African frontier.
far from the restrictions of caste- and custom-conscious India, ga
Gandhi_a unique opportunity to evolve religious and ethical belief
his own, The seed of pacifist anarchism had already been sown in |
mind by his reading of Kropotkin’s essays, which were being publis
in London during his student days there. Telstoy’s The Kingdom of G
Is Within You now “overwhelmed” him with its message of Chiris
pacifism. Ruskin's Unto This Last made real to him the significand
manual labor as an expression of solidarity between the educated and
uneducated, and he acted immediately on this insight by starting a‘ru
settlement for his growing band of followers, His studies of the Serm
on the Mount and the Gizd led him to the conclusion that the ideal
was one of selfless action in the service of one’s fellow men, and the

_Eﬂ-thoid of righting wrongs was to protest nonviolently and to suffer
_inw;:.g ¥ rath.er than submit to injustice, Last but not least, as he testified
» 1slautfob1.ogr;_1phy, The Story of My Experiments with Truth, the
ample o his wife, Kasturba, proved to him how passive resistancel o a
wroag—df)cr could shame him into repentance,
Appiyi'ng these principles to the struggle for fair treatment to the Indién
community in South Africa, Gindhi coined
in , the term sazydgraba (liter-
fdf}{; truth-insistence), defining it as “soul-force” or “the gorce é)hiecll—l
:;) h orn ofd t;-ith and love or nonviolence.” Time and ‘again he and his
Tollowers deliberately and gladly went to jai
owe ) jail rather than obey anti-India
;e‘nglatzqn. Thoreaw’s essay on “Civil Disobedience,” read during one 0{;
t 013 xlméprxsonments, confirmed his view that an honest man is duty-bound
‘o vioiate unjust laws, To fit himself for a Lif -
 viok : . To. e of voluntary hardshi
:la;ii?x @;tm;c; to simplify his diet and dress, took a vow of celibacg’
wsciplined his mind and body with i i ,
] . prayer and fasting. His
satydgraha campaign of 1913~ i . Indi
e paign of 1913~14 ending successfully, he returned to India
;anfi}andhi's use of peasant dress, his tireless advocacy of hand spinning
,the ;;;::lsnﬁ, a?dfhm c?cvotion to the cause of India’s untouchables startled
1 chool ot nationalist leaders and won the admirati
middle-class patriots. Becaus i o 2l wortdly o
] . e he had given up all worldl
: . ! y attachment
i{lfzteratehvzflljagers trusted him unquestioningly. With the death of 'Ic':il;asl:
1920, ne became the unchallenged master of th
, e Congress. He brought
;iz.the task a Moderate’s abhorrence of violence and willingness to arrgigve
. If:ofnpromlses, together with an Extremist’s passion for action and quasi-
:e 1g1;)us appfealr to the masses. Under his leadership the CongresiI was
ér;zs f)rmed into a fighting political army with hundreds of thousands
oL active members and sympathizers. In three major campaigns, spaced
tl

--(;randhi’s method of nonviolent noncooperation with British rul d
niquely effective in the Indian situation where 2 resort to violen ; pmv;d
lave provoked severe repression and also embarrassed thoseccj’iwo[l'l

ibérals and Laborites who were instrumental in finally freein rllgdl'Sh
Whether satyagraha would, as Gandhi claimed, have workedgeqjallg

1D, G. Tendulkar, Makdtmé. Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandf, 1, 39. 'eli‘against a governme
, _ nt of men fettered neith isti
er by Christian con-
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sciences nor by the sovereign rule of law has yet to be proved. The even-
tual achievement of Indian independence in 1947 was the outcome of a
combination of circumstances—probably the most important being the
weakening effect of two world wars on Britain’s power and prestige in |
Asta—but the presence of a disciplined political organization under a
revered leader greatly facilitated the transfer of power. Gandhi, however,
was deeply grieved at the partition of British India into the two states of
India and Pakistan, and heartbroken at the ensuing communal warfare
between Hindus and Sikhs on the one hand and Muslims on the other.
His last of many political fasts were undertaken to persuade the rioters to
come to their senses and to promote amity between the rival governments.
On January 30, 1948, a Mahdrdshtrian Hindu nationalist, feeling that
Gandhi had been too conciliatory to the Muslims, fatally shot him at his
daily prayer meeting. _

Gandhi’s remarkably protean thought mirrored the many influences,
both Indian and Western, to which he subjected himself. The most ardent
of Indian nationalists, he can also be considered the greatest representa-
tive of the renascence of Hinduism. At the same time, his long residence
;a Christian communities sharpened his unusual sense of sinfulness -and:
his desire to serve the humblest of his fellow men. Gindhi ook seriously;
the New Testament injunction to return good for evil, and often r
ferred to Jesus as “the Prince of Civil Resisters.” A child of the Victorid
era, he developed a puritanical zeal which spurred him on to act i
strict accordance with his conscience, whatever the consequences. 'Si
nificantly, Newman’s “Lead, kindly light . . . one step enough forme
was his favorite hymn, =

Harmony between thought and deed thus meant far more to Gand
than consistency between one thought and another. Because his min
operated in two different dimensions—the religious, with its insistence
absolute perfection and purity, and the political, with its emphasis:
practicality and expediency—he often seemed to contradict himself. Sum
ming up the conflict between these two sides of his nature, he once
marked, “Men say I am a saint losing myself in politics. The fact
am a politician trying my hardest to be a saint.#fGandhi’s great streti
as a political leader, however, and the key to his compelling person

®1,. Tischer, Gandhi, His Life and Message for the World, p. 35; citing H'enry Polaic
souree. S R
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1a§r _prccis_eiy in his saintliness, his transparent honesty
Wiﬂlﬂgﬂ:ESS to see new points of view, to admit mista,k
to be faithful to the truth as he saw it at the moment.

and his eonstant
es, but above all

MOHANDAS K. GANDH]
Hind Sward;

Hind Swarsi .
So:i;[ ajész i('fz‘fzdzafz Home R{de) was Gandhi’s first full-dress staternent of hi
ookl & fpf) itical ideals. Written in 1909 during a sea-voyage from Lond "
o ;::ilt ananca’f it took the form of a dialogue between the author and a sk: nti::ﬁ
_ . pretace 1o a later edition Gindhi explained that he wrote it topstob

the “rat” of ¢ ism i
xtremism and anarchism thar was setting in among Indians in

South Africa and elsewh , :
anarchists one better b cre. To accomplish this end, Gandhi seems to go the

s one bett ylad.vocatmg the complete rejection of modern Western
: conclusion he set forth clearly the doctrine of passive re

sistance, which follows a i
istance, s a logical corollar i i
civilization and ail its ways. ® 7 of his antagonism to “modern”

. o
Although Gandhi was fater forced to maodify some of the extreme positions

taken } ; 22 :
ma:& ;SfioHII:i I_L:f«l;:g, het ne;er g:canted the basic principles outlined in this
- ce to the edition of 1938, he w «
t - s rote that . .,
| ;Eix:gsthmy years through which I have . . . passed [since Wri:lifter _the
St een nothing to make me alter the views expounded in it.” "8 i
Eized tllxr;gB‘:iEilhasyilt:gss?n Oé-the political situation in India, .Géﬁdhi criti-
1 OF pariiamentar
[From Gandhi, Hind Sward, pp, 24)L f%vemment, and concluded:

If India copies. England, it is m
. Reader:;
Ediror:

the condit

y firm conviction that she will be ruj
) ) e ruined.
;To. what do you ascribe this state of England?
It is not due to any péculiar fault of the English people, but
- 2 . ?
1= cone C;on'zs t%:iue to modern civilization. It is a civilization only in
ame. Under It the nations of Europe a i i
o pe are becoming degraded and ruined
Reader: ] i
Ed,-w: IN?W you will ha.ve to explain what you mean by civilization
efﬁse t . *Icl 1shnot alqucstlon of what I mean. Severa] English writers
use to call that civilization which
passes under that name. M

e ¢ ; . s U . Many books
i n_,atien “;n:en Expon tl.lat subject. Societies have been formed to cure
- ch cc; tC e er113 of civilization. A great English writer has written a
rx-called “Civilization: Its Cause g i

. * a ’ i
e nd Cure.” Therein he has called it

c"czder: Why do we not know this generally?



892 MODERN INDIA AND PAKISTAN
certain traits common to both, Both Communism and Fascism believe
in the supremacy of the State over the individual. Both denounce par-
liamentarian democracy. Both believe in party rule. Both believe in the
dictatorship of the party and in the ruthless suppression of ali dissenting
_ minorities. Both believe in a planned industrial recrganization of the
country. These common traits will form the basis of the new synthesis.
That synthesis is called by the writer “Samyavada®—an Indian word,
which means literally “the doctrine of synthesis or’equality.” It will be
India’s task to work out this synthesis.

Proclamation of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind*

Bose’s career came to a climax on October 21, 1943, when he proclaimed

from Sifigapore the establishment of a provisional government of Free India,

with himself as “Head of State, Prime Minister and Minister for War, Minister

for Foreign Affairs and Supreme Commander of the Indian National Army.” *

His proclamation on that occasion set forth the program and claims of the LN.A.
[From Nezaji Speaks to the Nation, pp. 315-18]

Having goaded Indians to desperation by its hypocrisy, and having
driven them to starvation and death by plunder and leot, British rule in
India has forfeited the good will of the Indian people altogether, and is
now living a precarious existence. It needs but a flame to destroy the
Jast vestige of that unhappy rule. To light that flame is the task of India’s
Army of Liberation. Assured of the enthusiastic support of the civil
population at home and also of a large section of Britain’s Indian Army,
and backed by gallant and invincible allies abroad, relying in the first in-

stance on its own strength, India’s Army of Liberation is confident of

fulfilling its historic role.
Now that the dawn of freedom is at hand, it is the duty of the people

to set up [a] provisional government of their own, and faunch the last
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:;;f _(s:etti;}g up 2 iro;isionai government of Azad Hind (Eree India), and
onducung the last fight for freedom, with the h ’
Liberation (that is, the Azad Hj o the i N my of

) ind F i i
cnganized by the Lo auj or the Indian Nationa] Army)
X I—i;v:z;g;een Ico;zstituted‘ as the Provisidnal Government of A;ad Hind
Y *he indian Independence League in East Asi
duties with a full sense of the bilty that by devatued ool o
responsibility that has devolved
pray that Providence may bless our work o emmncion.
' and our struggle for i
tion of our Motherland, and our ¢ i . 5o of bor
, emrades in arms for th
freedom, for her welf i oo o o
oo : wellare and her exaltation among the nations of the
g'fhe p;ovisionall iovemment is entitled to and hereby claims the alle
tance of every Indian, It guarantees relig i -
_ . gious liberty, as well as equal
rlﬁhts and equal opportunities to all its citizens. It declares its ﬁrmqt:-
I-stc; ‘; t? pu;su-e }ii'm haﬁpmess and prosperity of the whole nation and of all
Its, cherishing all the children of the nation 1l
ing all the differe i n gor s o
o nees cunningly fostered by an alien government in the
WI;; ;hchname 'of God, in‘ the name of by-gone generations, who- have
; elded the Indian people into one nation, and in the name of the dead
eroes;lwho have bequ.eatl}ed to us a tradition of heroism and self-sacrifice
EI; c}a d.u%)org tbg Indian people to rally round our banner and to strike’
ndias freedom. We call upon them to launch ’

. ed the final struggl
against the British and all their allies in Indi S

: ndia, and to prosecute th

struggle with valor and perseverance and with full faith inpﬁnal victor;

—until the enemy is expeiled from Indi .
ndian soil oy
once again a free nation. th and the Indian peaple are

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU: DE
: MO
“SOCIALIST CRATIC

struggle under the banner of that government. But with all the Indian
leaders in prison and the people at home totally disarmed-—it is not possi-
ble to set up a provisional government within India or to launch an
armed struggle under the acgis of that government. It is, therefore, the
duty of the Indian Independence League in East Asia, supported by all
patriotic Indians at home and abroad, to undertake this task—the task

Descended 'from a proud line of Kashmiri brahmans Jawaharlal Neh

was horn, xr{ 1889 in Allahabad, where the G'anges’ and Jumga ? .
converge. His ancestors had settled in Delhi and served at the “"efz
the Mughal emperors, but his father, Motila] Nehru, had move;G:: ::)0

*free India. * Netaji Speaks to the Nagion, p. 318,
! All
ahabad to become a successful and wealthy lawyer at the high court
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there. As Jawaharlal wrote of his childhood, “An‘onlg son of p;ospc;n;.:
arm;ts is apt to- be spoilt, especially so in }Endla. Th.ehappe oesses&
?ather’s eye, he studied at home under a series of Englis go?ern 5
’ cen, his father sent him to Harrow; at seven-
d tutors. When he was fifteen, ' :
jer:am he entered Cambridge University; and at twenty illle wcgf (i;:ivz a;
i he Inns of Court, where Gin
London to take his law degree at t : sandhi hac
i i ier. After seven formative years i gland,
tudied some two decades earlier. en tive years |
}S'awaharlél returned to India in 1912 to practice igw with h'IS' fati;z;rin
Motilal Nehru possessed a powerful personality ,and" 2 patrzzan ; ugé
od his son admired him tremendously. ]ayvaharlal. woul ,no f)tion
?1 ve been drawn to politics of his own accord, but his father’s posi on
asa leading Moderate in the Indian National Congress made the attractio

at its ses-
an irresistible one. He joined the Congress and began to speak

W 0 G, Wi at I =
S}Ons, bu{ 1t a5 not uﬁtii 192 'y h 14 Gaﬂ&h.l 13.1.111Ched hls ng: O
CGOPCEQ Q oveme against Titis Iule that l Waiiailal fOU.nd fﬁll
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: »nz g
the thrill of mass-feeling, the power of influencing the mass,”? he tells

us, and this power has been one of the keys to his success as a nan'on:
lc;éer The climax of his activities came when, for ‘the first of many tim |
in his career, he went gladly to jail as a poh.tmal prisoner. N
Jawaharlil was disappointed by Gandhi’s sudden ésts-speism;uowmg
i break of violence, and in the fo
ovement in 1922 after an out ‘ ;
)I::ars he fele himself groping for a-clearer analysis of ‘an i mtohrc 1;\);;
i i ia’ blems than those provided by the Ma-
dictable solution to India’s pro : ; . e
hitma’s intuitive and moralistic mind. A trip to Europe for his wi

health in 1g26-27 gave him a new perspective on the conflict berween
ea

i it i ialists and
Indian nationalism and British rule. Conversations with Socialists
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- Back in India once more; Jawaharlal threw himself with renewed
vigor into the national struggle, for he now saw it as part of a world-
wide movement to liberate mankind from every kind of oppression and
exploitation. He demanded that the Congress declare its ultimate goal
to be, not dominion starus (as his father wished), but complete inde-
pendence: Jawaharlal was supported by Subhis Chandra Bose and others,

and Giaadhi wisely yielded to their demand in order to keep the na-

Jawaharlal as its president on the eve of the second nation-wide campaign
of civil disobedience, which lasted from 1930 to 1934.

From this time onward Jawaharlal came increasingly to be regarded
as Gindhi’s heir-apparent, Devotion to the cause of Indian freedom, and
compassion for the lot of their nation’s poor, created between the two
en an indissoluble bond. In their attitudes toward other questions,
however, Nehru and Gindhj were poles apart. Religion held no mean-
ing for Nehru, while for his guru it was all-iraportant, Gandhj held pon-
violence and simple living to be ends in themselves, but Nehry considered
them merely as practical expedients in the political struggle. Gandhi’s ideal
India was a decentralized family of self-sufficient villages; Nehru'’s idea]
India was a centralized modern state with g planned industrial economy.
Despite their intellectyal differences, however, Nehru found in Gandhi a
faithful friend and a wise counsellor. At one time he telegraphed him

Cmark ... 7 and after Gandhi's assassination he mourned, “the light

has gone out of our lives and there is darkness everywhere,”

India has been forrunate in having Jawaharlal Nehra as her Prime
Minister since receiving independence in 1947, for be has provided the
dynamic leadership necessary to preserve natiogal unity and accelerate

econosnic progress. His sponsorship of a “third force” of neutralist na-
tions and his role as mediator between the Westerg democracies and the
Communist powers have enhanced India’s position in world affairs. I
he has tended, in hijs public statements, to be more critical of the West
than of the Communist powers, it should be remembered thar he is

1 ague of

Communists in Europe-—especially at the Congress }(l)i th‘e I;_,e lg.nmr..
i i t the principal inter:

cls—convinced him tha pal intef:

Oppressed Peoples at Bruss ' o principal Inter
itali ism and anticapitalis

i i tween capitalist imperia : st
national conflict was be crialis poicapiuly
isi ia i with the achieve 5

iali ’ t to Russia impressed him
socialism. A week’s vist ' Chievemen
of the Soviet system, and with the common interest of Russia an

in 0pposing British impﬂﬂalism;a Anup Singh, Nehru, the Rising Star of Indiz, p. 143.

. ' Independence and dfter. d Collection of the Mote Imporsan: Speeches of Jomaharial
. Elbid., p. 77, Nelru from September 1946 10 May 1940, p. o .
1 al Nehru: dn Autobiography, p. 1. - 77 chru s -
3,;ag:2:ﬁ;§ NZh:‘U' Soviet Russia, Some Random Sketches and Impressions.
2 : -
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still a convinced Socialist. At the same time, ‘his'com.mitment. to upf(llold
ariiamentary government and to defend civil liberties constitutes, dur-
i}g his lifetime, one of the strongest bulwarks of democracy in India.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

Communalism—d Reactionary Creed

ir 1 e member-
Nehru abhorred the political groups who b':1;:3dhthe1£"i Pz:iwer 1\23551; r{:: pber-
1g1 i Q , .

i i ligious community—whether Hindu, '
o e i lar state shows clearly in

i inati independent India a secular s

is determination to make in : . : scd.
gis attack on communalistm in an article written in the 1930s. He I:la'ter l:ate'
Vthes'c same arguments in epposing Jinnah’s demand for a separate Muslim state.

[From Nehru, Recent Essays and Writings, pp. 76-77]

Communalism is essentially a hunt for favc?rs ff‘om a tfmrfd pa;z;i:i
ruling power. The communalist can o'nly think in tem;s o ;1 ictrfor e
don of foreign domination and he tries o make thz est O o

own particular group, Delete the foreign power and cornmun;md fh .
ments and demands fall to the ground. Both the foreign power : L e

communalists, as representing some upper class groups, hwant .nzc:esstca
tial change of the political and economic strfzcture;dbc'}t aret mBecal;lse
in the preservation and augmentation of th.en" veste mte::s ;.Confmm
of this; both cannot tackie the real economic problems whic combront,
the country, for a solution of these _would upset t.he prc?s‘f}:lnlt' 1:oc; e

ture and divest the vested interesi:s.’ FOI.‘ both, this ost:;c Jike p:z foices
ignoring real issues is bound to end in disaster, Pjacts and econoz; -
are more powerful than governments and .empires and can only g

nored at peril. N B
Communalism thus becomes another name for political and social

action and the British government, beinlg the citadel off t;l;surea;z;s i
India, naturally throws its shelterin'g wings over a usc:‘;I Ia - fany
false trail is drawn to confuse the issue; we are told of Is amllc. o
and Hindu culture, of religion and old custom, o.f ancient gqirlms— "
the like. But behind all this Jies political and social reaction, the co
munalism must therefore be fought on ali. fronts and given no i:gl.l'ar- )
Because the inward nature of communalism has not i?een su c:z
realized, it has often sailed under false colors and taken in manglr ;a;a
wafy person. It is an undoubted fact that many a Congressma

“world and there was 1 progressive deterioration
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most unconsciously partly succumbed to it and tried to reconcile his na-
tionalism with this narrow and reactionary creed, A real appreciation of
its true nature would demonstrate that there can be no common ground
between the two. They belong to different species. It is time that Con-
gressmen and others who have flireed with Hindu or Muslim or Sikh or
any other communalism should understand this position and make their
choice. No one can have it both ways, and the choice lies between politi-
cal and socia] progress and stark reaction.
of communalism means the strehgthening
of British imperialism in India; it means
nomic change and a toleration
people;

An association with any form

of the forces of reaction and
opposition to social and eco-
of the present terrible distress of our
it means a blind ignoring of world forces and evens,

The World-View of @ Socialist

In his presidential address of 1936, Nehru frankly declared to the Congress his
faith in Socialism. Both the international situation and the domestic problems
of India seemed to him to prove the superiority of Socialism as a political creed.
At the same time, Nehry emphasized the importance of civil liberties and of
persuasion rather thap coercion, but paid scant heed. to the fact that these

democritic values scarcely existed in the state he took as his model, Sovies
Russia,

From 'Importam‘ Speeches of Jawaharial Nehru, pp. 4-6, 8, 12-14]

During the troubled aftermath of the Great War came revolutionary
changes in Europe and Asla, and the intensification of e struggle for
social freedom in Europe, and a new aggressive nationalism in the coun-
tries of Asia. There were ups and downs, and sometimes it appeared as
if the revolutionary urge had exhausted itself and things were settling
But economic and political conditions were such that there could
be no settling down, the existing structure could no longer cope with
these pew conditions, and all jts efforts to
Everywhere conflicts 8rew and a great

do so were vain and fruitless.
depression overwhelmed the.

the wide-flung Soviet territories of the USSR, where, i

trast-with the rest of the world, astonishing brogress was made in every
‘direction.

Two rival economic and political systems faced each other

in the world and, though they tolerated each other for a while, there was
~an inherent antagonism between them,

and they played for mastery on




