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PART SIX
‘MODERN INDIA AND PAKISTAN

Vasco da Gama rounds the southernmost tip of Africa and lands
on the Malabar coast.

Queen Elizabeth grants charter to “certain adventurers for the trade
of the East Indies.”

Calcutta founded by an agent of the English East India Company.
Dupleix Governor of Pondichéry for French East India Company,
Clive’s victory at Plassey gives English control of Bengal.
Asiatick Society founded in Calcutta under Sir William Jones
{1746-1794).

Abtu-Taleb (1752~18067) visits EngIand and Europe.
Rammohun Roy (1772-1833) active in religious controversy and
social reform m Caleuita,

Defeat of Marithi Peshwa ends effective Indian resistance to
British rule.

H.L.V. Derozio {1809-1831) teaches at Hindu Coliege, Calcutta.
Rimmohun Roy founds Brihmo Samaj.

East India Company deprived by Parliament of all commercial
functions.

English system of education introduced, following Macaulay's
recommendation.

Debendranidth Tagore (1817-1905) re-cstablishes the Brihmeo
Samazj.

Mutiny of Sepoy troops and W;dcspread rebellion in Northern
India.

East India Company’s rule replaced by that of a viceroy appointed.-
by the British crown,

Keshub Chunder Sen (1843-1884) secedes from the Brihmo

. Samij.

Swami Dayananda (1824~1883) founds the Arya Samij at Bom-
bay. Syed Ahmad Khin (1817-18¢8) founds Mubammadan Anglo-

" Oriental College at Aligarh.
“Queen Victoria proclaimed Empress of India.

Keshub Chunder Sen proclaims the New Dispensation.

' Indian National Congress inaugurated in Bombay.

Death of Sri Rimakrishna (born 1834).

"Mohandas K. Gandhi (1869-1948) begins twenty year’s work as
" lawyer in South Africa.

¢.Death of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee (born 1838).



18y7 Swamd Vivekinanda (186z2-1902) receives triutnphant welcome
on return to India; founds Ramakrishna Mission. - :
1901 Death of Justice M. G. Ranade (born 1842). g
1905 Partition of Bengal arouses nationalist agitation, in which Su-
rendranith Banerjea (1848-1026), Bal Gangadhar Tilak (2856~
1920), Rabindranith Tagore (1861-1941), Brahmabindhab Upa
dhyay (1861-1907) and Aurobindo Ghose (18y2-1950) ‘take.

prominent part.

CHAPTER XXI

THE OPENING OF INDIA
170 THE WEST

1906 Muslim League founded. . .
1907 Indian National Congress split by quarrel between Moderates and
Extremists. h ' .

1909 Morley-Minto Reforms grant Muslim demand for separate elector-: hie spreading of European power and civilization over the entire surface
‘ ates. . of:the-globe in recent centuries can be viewed as a continuing series of
; 1911 Partition of Bengal annulfed. Transfer of the Indian capital from intrusions into the cult £ th § senes
| ! : : : cultures of the non-European world. Nowhere in Asi
Caleutta to Delhi announced. ‘ : ave the effects of this pepetration b : €re 1n Asia
: 1913 Rabindranith Tagore awarded Nobel Prize for his Giafijali. Tridia. Because sh hp on ?cn mm:e profoundly felt than in
r915 Death of G. K. Gokhale (born 1866). ndia. o € was the ﬁ_rs't to receive the impact of European expan-
i 1916 Moderate, Extremist and Muslim League Jeaders agree on demand sion, and the only major civilization on the continent to fall directly
'i for a national legislative assembly to be elected on 2 communal ‘}'ﬂdef foreign rule, the influence of the West on her life and though
i . been d ; nd thought has
! basis. _ been deep and lasting.
[ 1919 Mor.ztanghelmsfor'd Reforms provide for legisiative assembly to T—he first Europeans to reach India by sea were the Port i
! begin in 1g21. Amritsar massacre. trepid captain, Vasco da G i uguese., Their
: 1920 Death of Tilak. Gandhi starts first nation-wide civil disobedience ’ a Gama, landed on the Malabar coast in 1498.

-Vcinty«ﬁve years later we find them received at the Mughal court by the
licitous Emperor Akbar. In the words of Akbar’s biographer: “They

movement (suspended in 1922 after outbreaks of violence).
1920~1924 Khildfat Movement, led by Muhammad Ali (£879-1930).

1930 Muhammad Igbal (1873-1938) proposes separate state for India’s produced many of the rarities of their country, and the appreciative Kh
Muslims. . vei[the Emperor] received h AR Dpreciative Khe-
e i disobedi . ved each one with spedial favor and made in-

1930-1934 Second nation-wide civi isobedience movement. iries about the wonders of Portugal and th

1935 Government of India Act-grants provincial self-government. tirope. It seemed as if he di he: ¢ manners and customs of
1940 Muslim League, under President Mubammad All Jinnh, d y d-}; ] as i he .lfi this from a desire of knowledge, for his
mands creation of sovereign Muslim state. cdheart 1s a df:pot-of spiritual and physical sciences, But his boding

1941 Subhas Chandra Bose (18g7-1945) escapes to join the Axis pow “fls.hed that these inquiries might be the means of civilizing (istinds
1942 Congress rejects Cripps’ offer, demands British quit India.- amiliarity or sociability) this savage [unsocial] race.”® Akbar lat !
- ater

1945-1947 Aumid communal rioting and threats of mutiny, the British Labor
government prepares to grant India complete self-government

1947 India, under Prime Minister Jawaharldl Nehru (188g- "~ ), and
Pakistan, under Prime Minister Lidquat Ali Khin (1895-1951)
become independent dominions. .

um:monlec‘i Jesuit missionaries from Goa to expound the principles of
el rel}glon, in which he was much interested, but he laughin IIJ re
rcgi:hls three hundred wives to the Christian idea) of moaoganf Y o
When the French and British East India Companies first cstagéished

1948 Gin(é;i assasgi2§ted in New Delhi. Death of Muhammad Al eirstiny trading settlements along the eastern and western coasts of India
nih {born 1876). e seventeenth century, the great empi :

.1950 India becomes a republic within the Commonwealth, ) ay,-A. century later it hz:d collzlpsed an}iilri O,f the I\;\é‘;gh&is still .held

rg51-1952 Congress Party wins ngnonal elections. First Five-Year Plan begins, eftains were fighting among th E ; arious Mus i and Hindu

1956 Pakistan adopts Islarnic Constitution. : g g themseives for possession of its remnants.

bivl Fazl, dkbar-Nima (tr. by 1. Beveridge}, 1, 37.




554 MODERN INDIA AND PAKISTAN
In protecting their commercial interests the sea-borne Europeans wete
drawn into the struggle. When in the early nineteenth ceatury the Brit-
ish finally emerged victorious over both the local contenders and theis
French rivals, they found themsclves masters of a population speaking
fourteen different major languages, with two-ninths of them following
IleWW&rmus Hindu castes and sub-
castes, and with small minorities profcssmg Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism,
%astriamsm, Nestorian Christianity and Judaism. Onto this cultural
crazy-quilt the new rulers of India imposed a pattern of their own—not
a religious but a secular one. Law and order, efficient government and free

trade, were the new gods, and all Indians hoping for worldly success. .

bowed down to them and worshiped them.

While some Indians opposed and the majority ignored the coming of
the new order, others actively abetted the opening of their country to the
West. Four representative men, each of whom played a notable part in the

history of this period and left to posterity written records of his thinking,
are considered in this chapter—one a Hindu merchant of the 17408 and
sos, the second a Muslim aristocrat of the early 1800s, the third a Chris-
tian of mixed European and Indian ancestry, and the fourth a brahman
scholar-reformer and founder of a new religious movement. The last
two were active in Calcutta in the 1820s—just at the time the British were,
overcoming their earlier reluctance to interfere with established cultural
patterns, and shortly before they toek the decisive step of mtrodumng

English education,
Although these four men came from quite different. religious and-.r¢

gional backgrounds, the question of what to do about the Westerner a
his culture was in the forefront of their minds. All showed an inclina
tion toward some aspects of the new culture and (except for the Christia
an aversion toward other aspects, but even in their likes and dislikes the
differed noticeably. The attitudes which each reveals in his writings the
fore give us unique insights into the complexity of Indian society in thi
crucial period, and furnish us with valuable clues to the later evolution
Indian thought as it responded to the incessant challenge of the West
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ANANDA RANGA PILLAI: HINDU AGENT
FOR THE FRENCH

Indii in-the eighteenth century was a land rife with internal dissensions
and devoid of any central political power. Muslim governors and Hindu
hieftains vied with each other for the remnants of the Mughal empire,
‘while most of the population pursued their traditional . occupations in rela-
ive indifference to the religious or regional origins of their rulers. Under
-these. circumstances, the scattered seacoast settlements of the European
rading companies attracted little attention, except from the Indian mer-
chants who found it profitable to act as intermediaries between the foreign
taders and the people of the hinterland.

The Hindu merchant Ananda Ranga Pillai (1709-1761) rose to a posi-
on of great trust and influence as chicf agent for the French colony of
ondichéry. Thanks to the diary which he kept faithfully for twenty-five
ars, we have an almost Pepysian record of the life of the tiny settlemnent
nd of its leading Indian citizen. Although most of the diary is a racher
fous chronicle of business transactions and political intrigue, we can
nd:in it occasional glimpses of the attitude of an important Hindu to-
his French masters and toward his own society.

Onestriking feature of The Private Diary of Ananda Ranga Pillai is the
dl:absence in its author of national consciousness or sense of political
aity to fellow Indians, as opposed to Europeans, Trade was his family’s
‘editary occupation and he therefore entered naturally into a symbiotic
ation with the merchants from across the sea. He ardently supported
empire-building ambitions of his sponsor, Frangois Dupleix, and
ntified the latter’s fortunes with his own, regarding Dupleix not as a
gner but simply as an individual with whom he enjoyed a mutually
fitable conpection. At the same time Ananda Ranga remained a
unch and orthodox Hindy, never violating in the slightest the rules of
cligion. In this respect he is representative of many generations of
fdians from his day down to our own whose interest in things Western
emained at the level of externals, and for whom European culture and
ght seemed of little importance in comparison with the time-tested
of their traditional beliefs.
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