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TERM: Spring 2020
Day/Time: Tuesdays, 4:10-6:50
Enarson Classroom Building 230

Instructor: Rick Voithofer, Ph.D.
Email address: voithofer.2@osu.edu
Phone number: 247-7945

Office hours: By Appointment

Course description

This course will provide you with a foundation in conducing literature reviews related to the learning technologies
field. The course will help you in developing skills in searching for sources, organizing and annotating sources, and
summarizing and synthesizing bodies of research. We’ll start by looking at the basics of developing research topics,
argumentation, and the research process. Then we’ll build your skills in searching, organizing, and synthesizing
literature. We will be reading and analyzing a number of literature reviews in the field. These will not only provide
you with examples, but will also give you a sense of the current state of the research in the field. By the end of the
course you will complete a rigorous and original literature review in a new learning technologies topic.

Course learning outcomes

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

e Recognize a compelling research topic
e Recognize and apply the basics of argumentation to a research topic

e Describe the current state of research in learning technologies as represented through published literature
reviews

e Describe each step of a thorough literature review
e Conduct a sophisticated source search

e Organize and annotate a body of research

e Synthesize a body of research

e Produce a rigorous literature review of a current learning technologies topic

Course materials

All readings will be provided in Carmen.

Course schedule (tentative)

Week Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Due

Week 1 Course Introduction

1/7




Week 2

Present Example(s)

Article Summaries

1/14 Week 2 Readings
Craft of Research Chs. 1-11
Week 3 Article Summaries
Present Example (s)
1/21
Craft of Research Chs. 12-Ethics
Week 4 The Literature Review process pt 1 Article Summaries
1/28 Read Ridley, D. (2012). The Literature Review: A
Step-by-Step Guide for Students. Thousand Oaks:
Sage. Chapters 1-6
Present Example (s)
Week 5 Searching — https://guides.osu.edu/education Complete both courses in:
2/4 http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com/ http://www.powersearchingwithg
oogle.com
Complete questions for research librarian
Week 6 Article Summaries
2/11 The Literature Review process pt 2
Read Ridley, D. (2012). The Literature Review: A
Step-by-Step Guide for Students. Thousand Oaks:
Sage. Chapters 7-11
Present Example (s)
Week 7 Organizing and Annotate Sources Article Summaries
2/18 Present Example (s) Assigned Readings in Carmen
Organizing — Present 1 tool - diigo, Evernote,
academia.com, Zotero, Mendeley, Endnote, CMAP,
Scrivener.
Week 8 ) Project Proposal
Project Proposal
2/25 Article Summaries
Present Examples(s)
Week 9 Article Summaries
Present Example(s)
3/3
Progress Report (Search)
Week 10 Sorine Break
ring Brea
3/10 pring
Week 11 Present Example(s) Article Summaries




3/17 Progress Report (Organizing)

Week 12 Present Example(s) Article Summaries

3/24 Progress Report (Annotating)

Week 13 Article Summaries
Present Example (s)

3/31

Week 14 ) )

a7 Work on Final Project — Progress report

Week 15
Present Final Projects

4/14

Grades

Article Presentations (25 % of Final Grade) — Over the course of the semester you will present 3-4 literature
reviews to the class. The presentations should include the defining problem of the review, the framework used to
address the problem, the data used in applying the framework to address the problem, the findings of the article, and
an assessment of the quality of the research. The assessment will be based on a rubric that we develop as a class.
You will be assigned your articles during the first week. See the bibliography below for a list of articles.

Google Advanced Search workshops (5 % of Final Grade): You will complete both online workshops found
here: http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com

Project Proposal (20 % of Final Grade) — This project proposal should include: the defining problem of the
review (identifying the hole in the literature), the framework used to address the problem, the data used in using the
framework to address the problem (e.g., search terms, search locations, target indexes, journals, etc). More specific
guidelines will be provided in Carmen.

Literature Review (50 % of Final Grade) — This will be substantial literature review in a topic of your choice. The
final project should be ready for either a conference proposal or for submission to a journal. More specific
guidelines will be provided in Carmen.

Grading scale

93-100: A
90-92.9: A-
87-89.9: B+
83-86.9: B
80-82.9: B-
77-79.9: C+
73-76.9: C
70 -72.9: C-
67 —69.9: D+
60 -66.9: D
Below 60: E

Course technology

For help with your password, university e-mail, Carmen, or any other technology issues, questions, or requests,
contact the OSU IT Service Desk. Standard support hours are available at https://ocio.osu.edu/help/hours, and
support for urgent issues is available 24x7.




e  Self-Service and Chat support: http://ocio.osu.edu/selfservice
e Phone: 614-688-HELP (4357)

e  Email: 8help@osu.edu

Baseline technical skills necessary for online courses
e  Basic computer and web-browsing skills

e Navigating Carmen

Necessary equipment
e Computer: current Mac (OS X) or PC (Windows 7+) with high-speed internet connection

Other course policies

Ohio State’s academic integrity policy

Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters excellence in teaching, research, and other
educational and scholarly activities. Thus, The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct
(COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all
students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty. Students must recognize
that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this
syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any
activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”
Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized
collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an
examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic
misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing
with academic misconduct.

If T suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to
report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. If COAM determines that you have violated the
University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct
could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please
contact me.

Other sources of information on academic misconduct (integrity) to which you can refer include:

e The Committee on Academic Misconduct web pages (COAM Home)
o Ten Suggestions for Preserving Academic Integrity (Ten Suggestions)
o  FEight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity (www.northwestern.edu/uacc/8cards.htm)

Accessibility accommodations for students with disabilities

Statement on Title IX

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the
same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories
(e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been sexually harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate
resources at http:/titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at

titleix@osu.edu




Accessibility accommodations for students with disabilities

If you would like to request academic accommodations based on the impact of a disability qualified under the
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, contact your instructor privately
as soon as possible to discuss your specific needs. Discussions are confidential.

In addition to contacting the instructor, please contact the Student Life Disability Services at 614-292-
3307 or ods@osu.edu to register for services and/or to coordinate any accommodations you might need in your
courses at The Ohio State University.

Go to http://ods.osu.edu for more information.

Accessibility of course technology

This online course requires use of Carmen (Ohio State's learning management system) and other online
communication and multimedia tools. If you need additional services to use these technologies, please request
accommodations with your instructor.

e  Carmen accessibility

e Streaming audio and video

e  Synchronous course tools

Book:
An electronic version of each books will be provided in Carmen.

Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., & Williams, J. M., Bizup, J. & Fitzgerald, W. (2016). The Craft of Research, 4"
Edition. University of Chicago Press.

Ridley, D. (2012). The Literature Review: A Step-by-Step Guide for Students. 2nd Ed. Thousand Oaks, Sage.

Bibliography (All articles will be provided in Carmen)
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