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6223 - Issues and Practices in Educational Technology 
Spring, 2014 

 
Instructor:  

Rick Voithofer, Ph.D. 
voithofer.2@osu.edu 

 
Office Hours: By Appointment 

 
Phone: (o) 614- 247-7945 

(c) 614- 325-2239 
 

Carmen (Course Management System): http://carmen.osu.edu 
 
As a field, educational technology (aka instructional technology, instructional systems, learning 
technologies, etc.) has a long and complex history that touches upon a number of educational trends, 
research traditions, technology innovations, changes in educational institutions, and policy changes. 
These various areas interact in dynamic and fluid ways. In this course you will develop a foundational 
knowledge of the field, in addition to writing your own chapter in this history. The best way to learn about 
reading history is to become a historian. Specifically you will learn what it means to do history through 
digital tools and sources. 

The course will examine eight focal areas: philosophical and sociological foundations, early history, 
specific histories, learning theory, research methods, standards, instructional design, and alternative 
voices in the field. It will address multiple learning environments including K12, higher education, 
professional, military, and informal learning environments. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
After completing this course you will be able to: 
 
• Have a working definition of technology as it relates to teaching and learning 
• Define and differentiate the different terms used to label the field including instructional technology and 

educational technology, among others 
• Develop a timeline of the general history of the field 
• Develop a timeline of your focus in the field 
• Elaborate the development of the field in at least two international contexts 
• Differentiate the research methods that are used by educational technology researchers 
• Describe the relationship between the evolutions of the field in relation to changes in learning theory 

scholarship and research 
• Identify major events in the development of the field and describe their impact on current  perspectives 
• Articulate the major components of instructional development and compare and contrast design 

 models  
• Compare and contrast the different standards in K12, Higher Education, and Adult Educations related 

to educational technology 
• Demonstrate a basic understanding of emerging paradigms in instructional technology  
• Discuss the broader, often unintended effects technologies have upon the educational enterprise and 

 society as a whole 
• Identify and address a particular absence within the history of the field  
 
Schedule:  
 
Week Topic Due 
Week 1  
1/7 

Course Introduction  

Week 2 Philosophical and Sociological Foundations  
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1/14 
 

 
Learning Journal Entry #1 

Week 3 
1/21 

History 1 – Early History 
 

Student Lead Discussion 
 
Learning Journal Entry #2 

Week 4  
1/28 

History 2 – Specific Histories Learning Journal Entry #3 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 5  
2/4 

History 3 – International Perspectives Learning Journal Entry #4 

Week 6  
2/11 
 

Learning Theories 
• Behaviorism 
• Cognitivism 
• Situated Cognition 
• Constructivism 
• Activity Theory 

Learning Journal Entry #5 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 7  
2/18 

Writing History Learning Journal Entry #6 

Week 8  
2/25 

Educational Technology Organizations & 
Standards 

• ISTE 
• Quality Matters 
• iNacol 

 
Writing History: Special Topics 

Proposal for Final Project due on 3/4. 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 9 
3/4 

 
Research Methods 

• Experimental 
• Conversation Analysis 
• Design Research 
• Qualitative Research 
• Critical Approaches 

 
Writing History: Special Topics 

Learning Journal Entry #7 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 10 
3/11 

Spring Break  
 

No Class 

Week 11 
3/18 
 

Instructional Design and Development 
Models 
 
Writing History: Special Topics 

Learning Journal Entry #8 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 12 
3/25 

Alternate Voices – Criticisms 
 
Writing History: Special Topics 

Learning Journal Entry #9 
 
Student Lead Discussion 

Week 13 
4/1 

Alternative Voices – Non-Traditional Paradigms 
 
Writing History: Special Topics 

Learning Journal Entry #10 

Week 14 
4/8 
 

Trends in the Field / Emerging Technologies 
 
 

 

4/15 Present Final Projects Final Project is due 4/24 by noon 
 
 
PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES 
 
Timeline: (10 % of final grade) Contribute ten (10) items to the History of Education Technology timeline. 
In the resource section of Carmen you will find a link to a Google spreadsheet where you will input your 
entry. You can pick items from a variety of topics including historical periods and events, specific 
technologies, influential publications, or anything else that you think contributes to a the general history of 
educational technology or to specific aspect of that history. All entries should include a few sentence 
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description. You should have links to video or graphics for at least five (5) of your entries. All images and 
videos require captions, otherwise they will not appear.  Add your initials plus the year (e.g., rjv2014) at 
the end of the description for each entry and add the appropriate tags to each entry. Keep a listing of your 
contributions that you will report on in your final learning journal entry (see below). Wherever possible 
also add the location of the entry into the Google Map that you see linked in the “Resources” section on 
Carmen. 
 
History Production (50 % of final grade) – This will be the major project for the class. For this 
assignment you will write a history of some aspect of the foundations of Educational Technology. This 
could be a particular period, person, technology, or framework in which you are interested. You are 
encouraged to integrate multiple media into your project. You could even have media be the primary 
focus of your project (e.g. a video, oral history, mapping). Your history doesn’t need to be a traditional 
paper. It should be an original work and not replicate histories that have already been created. You grade 
will be divided into two parts, a plan due on 3/5 that will count 10 % of your final grade and the final 
product that will count 40 % of your final grade.  
 
Learning Journal  (20 % of final grade) – At Tuesday by noon of the specified weeks, contribute a 150-
250 word (no longer) entry into your learning journal. A learning journal is a collection of notes, 
observations, thoughts and other relevant materials built‐up over a period of time. It will enhance your 
learning through the process of writing and thinking about your learning experiences. The purpose of 
learning journal is: 
 

• To provide a “live” picture of your growing understanding of the foundations of Educational 
Technology 

• To demonstrate how your learning is developing  
• To keep a record of your thoughts and ideas throughout your course experiences  
• To help you identify your strengths, areas for improvement and preferences in learning  
• To identify areas of confusion 

 
A learning journal helps you to be reflective about your learning, this mean that your journal should not be 
a purely descriptive account of what you did but an opportunity to communicate your thinking process, 
how and why you did what you did, and what you think about what you did.  

You should have 10 entries in your journal by the end of the course. No entries are required during Spring 
break or the final week of classes. You are encouraged to integrate links and media into your entries. In 
your final entry you should list your 10 contributions to the timeline. The first entry is due on Tuesday by 
noon starting on 1/14.  

You should include all entries in a single word-processed document. Upload that document to the 
”Learning Journal” dropbox in Carmen on the weeks indicated in the syllabus. Be certain that you backup 
this file regularly.   

Lead Class Discussion (20 % of final grade) – Please signup for two days to lead the class in a 
discussion and activity related to that week’s readings. The signup sheet is in the resource section of 
Carmen. You should plan for approximately 45 minutes to an hour. You are not required to summarize all 
the readings, however some big picture synthesis would be helpful. Do bring: 
 

• Relevant questions to elicit discussion 
• Relevant materials to share like related videos, resources, etc.  
• Plans for appropriate whole group and small group activities 
• Ways for the class to break up the work when there are a larger number of readings (e.g., 

international issues) 
 
 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
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The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct 
as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the 
educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, 
collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of 
unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is 
never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct. 
 
If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by 
University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. If COAM determines 
that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), 
the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal 
from the University. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct 
(http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 
 
ODS STATEMENT 
 
Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should 
contact one of the instructors privately to discuss specific needs. The Office of Disability Services is relied 
upon for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. 
Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 (V) or 614-292-0901 (TDD) in room 150 
Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. Please make 
sure that students know they will be expected to follow Americans with Disabilities Act Guidelines for 
access to technology. 
 
GRIEVANCES AND SOLVING PROBLEMS 
 
According to University Policies, available from the Division of Student Affairs, if you have a problem with 
this class, “You should seek to resolve a grievance concerning a grade or academic practice by speaking 
first with the instructor or professor: Then, if necessary, with the department chairperson, college 
dean, and provost, in that order. Specific procedures are outlined in Faculty Rule 3335-7-23, which is 
available from the Office of Student Life, 208 Ohio Union.” “Grievances against graduate, research, and 
teaching assistants should be submitted first to the supervising instructor, then to the chairperson of 
the assistant’s department. “ 
 
STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY 
 
The College of Education and Human Ecology affirms the importance and value of diversity in the student 
body. Our programs and curricula reflect our multicultural society and global economy and seek to 
provide opportunities for students to learn more about persons who are different from them. 
Discrimination against any individual based upon protected status, which is defined as age, color, 
disability, gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran 
status, is prohibited. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Basic technology competencies are central to the successful completion of this course. Students should 
be competent in using basic office applications, utilizing the web, email, and a course management 
system like Carmen.  
  


