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 Technology Studies



ScheduleSchedule
(ALL LOCATIONS ON GOOGLE MAPS)

THURSDAY, MARCH 7
2-4 p.m. | Welcome and Flash Presentations
River Den Room at Drake Performance and Event Center

4-4:15 p.m. | Coffee Break
River Den Room at Drake Performance and Event Center

4:15-5:30 p.m.  | Keynote Lecture
River Den Room at Drake Performance and Event Center 

5:30-6 p.m. | Shuttle Ride
Drake Performance Center to the Ohio State Urban Arts Space

6:15-7:30 p.m. | MFA Performance: Calista Lyon with 
Sahily Tamayo
The Ohio State University Urban Arts Space
 
7:30-9 p.m. | Dinner
Market 65

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
9-9:30 a.m. | Breakfast
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building 

9:30-11 a.m. | Workshop: Round 1 
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building 

11-11:15 a.m. | Coffee Break 
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building 

11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. | Workshop: Round 2
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building 

12:45-1:30 p.m. | Lunch
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building
 
1:30-2:30 p.m. | Walk and Talk 
Wilma H. Schiermeier Olentangy River Wetland Research Park
 
2:30-4 p.m. | Institution Building Break-out Sessions 
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building 

https://www.google.com/maps/@/data=!3m1!4b1!4m3!11m2!2sr_uTnIxWKKakbKR86eVbf2-2GDzyLA!3e3?shorturl=1


Keynote
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 4:15-5:45 P.M.

“Chemicals, Data and Decolonial Futures on the Great Lakes”
Professor Michelle Murphy (University of Toronto)

River Den Room at Drake Performance and Event Center

MICHELLE MURPHY is a historian and feminist science and 
technology studies scholar whose research concerns decolonial 
STS, with a focus on environmental, reproductive and data 
justice. She is a professor of history and women and gender 
studies at the University of Toronto, where she is director of 
the Technoscience Research Unit. Murphy is the author of The 
Economization of Life (2017), Seizing the Means of Reproduction 
(2012) and Sick Building Syndrome and the Politics of Uncertainty 
(2006), all with Duke University Press. She is co-organizer of the 
Toronto Technoscience Science Salon, a founding member of the 
Environmental Data and Governance Initiative and a lead editor 
of the journal Catalyst: Feminism, Theory, Technocience. Murphy 
runs an Indigenous STS Environmental Data Justice Lab, and is 
an urban Métis from Winnipeg living in Toronto, on the shores of 
Lake Ontario.

Performance
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 6:15-7:30 P.M.

     “The Unknown and the Unnamed”
Calista Lyon with Sahily Tamayo

The Ohio State University Urban Arts Space

CALISTA LYON is a researcher and visual artist invested in 
revealing the connections between bodies, histories, knowledge 
and knowing. Drawing from diverse practices — through the 
mediums of photography, video, ceramics and performance —
she reimagines forms of storying that might serve nonhuman and 
human worlds in our contemporary moment of ecological crises. 

SAHILY TAMAYO is a Cuban performance artist. 

The performance also includes MARY JANE WARD, MOLLY 
RIDEOUT and AMERY KESSLER.

Performance

Keynote



Flash Presenters
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2-4 P.M.

River Den Room at Drake Performance and Event Center

ADIA BENTON (Anthropology, Northwestern University)
LINDSEY BREITWIESER (Gender Studies, Indiana University)

DAMIEN BRIGHT (Anthropology, University of Chicago)
ASHLEY DRAKE (Comparative Human Development, University of Chicago)

NIC FLORES (Comparative Studies, The Ohio State University)
LAURA FOSTER (Gender Studies, Indiana University)

RAYVON FOUCHÉ (American Studies, Purdue University)
KATIE GIBSON (Comparative Human Development, University of Chicago)

STEFANIE GRAETER (Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies; 
Anthropology, University of Chicago)
KATIE HENDY (Independent Scholar)

RACHEL HOWARD (Anthropology, University of Chicago)
CAMERON HU (Anthropology, University of Chicago)

REBECCA LAVE (Geography, Indiana University)
BECKY MANSFIELD (Geography, The Ohio State University)

EDEN MEDINA (Informatics and Computing, Indiana University)
CHRISTOPHER MILES (Communications and Culture; 

School of Informatics and Computing, Indiana University)
JESSICA O’REILLY (Global and International Studies, Indiana University)

JUNO SALAZAR PARREÑAS (Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, The Ohio State University)
DAN QUAROONI (Informatics; Cognitive Science, Indiana University)

ARIEL RAWSON (Geography, The Ohio State University)
KAUSHIK SUNDAR RAJAN (Anthropology, University of Chicago)

NOAH TAMARKIN (Comparative Studies, The Ohio State University)
TIJS VAN MAASAKKERS (City and Regional Planning, The Ohio State University)

Workshops
FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 9:30 A.M. TO 12:45 P.M.
Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building

By having registered, you agree to provide constructive feedback for one paper for each time slot. 
Authors are sharing works in progress, and these works must absolutely not be circulated beyond 
the workshop without prior permission from the authors. Door signs will indicate the location for 
workshop paper discussions. There is a coffee break between workshop rounds.

Round 1, 9:30-11 a.m.

“Inside the Fever Museum: U.S. Public Health History as Global Health History”
Author: Adia Benton                         
Discussant: Ariel Rawson                        
Chair: Chris Pincock

“Incommensurable Rights? Health, Work, and Livelihood in Lead Exposure”
Author: Stefanie Graeter                  
Discussant: Jess Lamar Reece Holler     
Chair: Becky Mansfield

“Lively Labor and Deadly Capital: Value, Health and Communisms to Come”
Author: Kaushik Sunder Rajan   
Discussant: Juno Salazar Parreñas         
Chair: Noah Tamarkin

Flash Presenters

Workshops



Round 2, 11:15 a.m to 12:45 p.m.

“MDMA is Not Ecstasy: The Production of Pharmaceutical Safety Through 
Documents in Clinical Trials”
Author: Katie Hendy    
Discussant: Nic Flores              
Chair: David Horn

“Land and Sea”
Author: Cameron Hu    
Discussant: Katherine Ritter             
Chair: Juno Salazar Parreñas
                     
“Truth Without Justice: Identifying the Remains of the Disappeared in Chile”
Author: Eden Medina    
Discussant: Noah Tamarkin             
Chair: Tijs van Maasakkers

Walk & Talk
 FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 1:30-2:30 P.M.

Wilma H. Schiermeier Olentangy River Wetland Research Park

Following lunch at the Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building, we have allotted time to 
freely continue discussions while strolling around the Wilma H. Schiermeier Olentangy River Wetland 
Research Park and Olentangy River Trail. The Schiermeier Wetland Park is home to Ohio State’s School 
of Environment and Natural Resources’ aquatics program, and its Heffner Wetland Research and 
Education Building, and it is a gateway to research, teaching and outreach related to water resources at 
the university. The 52-acre urban research site is situated adjacent to the Olentangy River and consists 
of two experimental wetland basins, an oxbow wetland, bottomland hardwood forest and a mesocosm 
compound. The experimental wetlands can be viewed from the Sandefur Observation Pavilion with 
additional viewing opportunities of natural areas along the Olentangy Greenways Trail and paved paths 
throughout the site. The Olentangy Trail is an easily accessible paved path that offers a seamless route 
from Worthington to downtown Columbus. This trail winds through several neighborhoods along the 
Olentangy River, with trailheads at several major city parks.

Breakout Sessions
FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2:30-4 P.M.

Heffner Wetland Research and Education Building

We will then self-organize into sessions where we can brainstorm the question of how to build 
intellectual community within, across and beyond our respective campuses. We will solicit volunteers 
to offer up a topic for a breakout group. Breakout sessions that might make sense include one for 
medicine, one for environment, and another for data, or perhaps one for graduate students, one for 
post-PhDs but pre-tenure, and one for post-tenure faculty. Another possibility could be Society for the 
Sociology of Science; Society for Literature, Science, and Art; and History & Philosophy of Science. In 
the last 45 minutes, we will regroup to hear each group’s aspirations/findings/manifestos/to-do lists.

Walk & Talk

Breakout Sessions



Workshop 
Participants

Workshop 
Participants

Adia Benton Lindsey Breitwieser Damien Bright

Ashley Elizabeth Drake Nicholas “Nic” Flores Laura Foster Rayvon Fouché Katie Gibson

Stefanie Graeter Katie Hendy Rachel HowardDavid Horn Cameron Hu

Rebecca Lave Becky Mansfield Christopher Miles Jessica O’Reilly

Christopher PincockJuno Salazar Parreñas Dan Quarooni

Eden Medina

Kaushik Sunder Rajan Ariel Rawson

Katherine Ritter Noah Tamarkin Tijs van Maasakkers



ADIA BENTON is an assistant professor of anthropology and African studies at Northwestern University. She 
is the author of HIV Exceptionalism: Development through Disease in Sierra Leone, and she frequently writes 
about global health, infectious disease and the politics of knowledge in these fields.

LINDSEY BREITWIESER is a doctoral candidate in gender studies at Indiana University. Her research sits at the 
intersection of feminist science and technology studies, disability studies, biology and medical jurisprudence. 
In her dissertation “Dead Mothers, Live Births,” she uses the continued gestation of a fetus within a brain-
dead woman to illustrate the techno-social construction of the biological life/death binary. Her work has been 
supported by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, the University of Alabama at Birmingham and Indiana University.

DAMIEN BRIGHT is a PhD student in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Chicago. His research 
investigates understandings of environmental endangerment and human responsibility in a warming world. 
Through ethnographic fieldwork among coral scientists and their interlocutors in northeastern Australia, he 
studies forms of material loss, change and opportunity circulating through the Great Barrier Reef. His dissertation 
will analyze scientific ways of knowing, sensing and using an environment characterized by processes of stress, 
anxiety and uncertainty.

ASHLEY ELIZABETH DRAKE is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Comparative Human Development 
at the University of Chicago, where she specializes in sociocultural anthropology. Her dissertation, “Militarizing 
Affection: The Making of the Military Working Dog Team,” explores how the United States military engineers and 
deploys human-animal affective relationships as biotechnological equipment in modern combat zones.

NICHOLAS “NIC” FLORES is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Comparative Studies at The Ohio 
State University. His dissertation research ethnographically explores the advent of the biosocial HIV prevention 
technology known as pre-exposure prophylaxis in the central Ohio region. Flores is interested in how 
knowledge production around the drug (re-)produces marginal status drawn down the lines of race, class, 
gender and sexuality via access and consumption of this latest innovation. 

LAURA FOSTER is an associate professor of gender studies at Indiana University-Bloomington with affiliations 
in African studies and the Maurer School of Law. As a senior researcher with the Intellectual Property Unit 
at the University of Cape Town Faculty of Law, much of Foster’s work seeks to interrogate how U.S. law and 
policy is shaping science projects and politics in South Africa. Her work broadly focuses on the co-constituted 
relationships of law and science, and how such interactions historically structure and reinforce certain bodies, 
identities, knowledges and practices over others.

RAYVON FOUCHÉ is professor of interdisciplinary studies and the director of the American Studies Program 
at Purdue University. His work explores the multiple intersections between cultural representation, racial 
identification and technological design. He has authored or edited Black Inventors in the Age of Segregation 
(Johns Hopkins University Press), Appropriating Technology: Vernacular Science and Social Power (University 
of Minnesota Press), Technology Studies (Sage Publications), Game Changer: The Technoscientific Revolution in 
Sports (Johns Hopkins University Press) and the 4th Edition of the Handbook of Science & Technology Studies 
(MIT Press).  

KATIE GIBSON is a doctoral candidate at the University of Chicago School of Social Service Administration. Her 
dissertation traces the social, ethical and political effects of psychotropic drugs on the practices of professionals 
who care for youth in state custody.

STEFANIE GRAETER is a cultural anthropologist and Center for Latin American Studies lecturer at the University 
of Chicago. Her ethnographic research on lead toxicity politics examines the potential for scientific activism 
to unsettle the moral and material economies of Peru’s transnational mining industry, one of the world’s 
top metal commodity producers. Thinking from social worlds of ecological ruin and racialized inequalities, 
her work conceptualizes how entanglements of labor, livelihood and toxicity trouble prevalent concepts of 
environmentalism, health and human rights.

Trained in science and technology studies and medical anthropology, KATIE HENDY‘s research and teaching 
examine the intersection of politics, regulatory science and pharmaceuticals. Her doctoral research on 
the MDMA clinical trials examined how an illicit, underground spiritual-therapeutic experience was being 
transformed into a standardized and regulated therapeutic practice. Her upcoming research studies 
pharmaceutical surveillance and opioid therapy.

JESS LAMAR REECE HOLLER (not pictured) is a community-based applied folklorist, oral historian, public 
historian, exhibit co-curator and multimedia documentarian based in Columbus and Marion County, Ohio. Her 
projects imagine cultural work for social change at the intersections of food, health, environmental justice, place 
and memory, with a particular attention to vernacular experiences of everyday and ambient toxicity and the role 
of narrative, memory and mediation in site-based toxicity, anti-fracking and anti-pesticide activism. Jess also 
thinks/writes/organizes around labor in the cultural-work sector. She is the founder/project director for the Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm Association’s Growing Right Oral History Project, and she is principal at Caledonia 
Northern Folk Studios, a community-collaborative oral history, folklife and media arts consultancy and cultural 
sustainability center for north central Ohio. For more, see caledonianorthern.org.

DAVID HORN is a professor in the Department of Comparative Studies at Ohio State.  Trained as a cultural 
anthropologist, he works on the place of the body in European human sciences at the turn of the last century, 
and he is currently completing a book on automatism, writing and the self.

RACHEL HOWARD is a graduate student in anthropology at the University of Chicago. Her dissertation 
research is a study of aging in the American Southwest, and it focuses on processes of knowledge production 
and unintended effects of disjointed intergenerational temporalities. Her current project is an ethnographic 
collaboration with her mother about the affective and practical dimensions of gendered care-work. 



CAMERON HU is a doctoral candidate in anthropology at the University of Chicago. His dissertation is an 
ethnography of the global frontier in unconventional oil. His most recent essay is “‘A jungle that is continually 
encroaching’: The Time of Disaster Management,” in Environment and Planning D.

REBECCA LAVE is an associate professor in geography at Indiana University.  Her research takes a critical 
physical geography approach, combining political economy, STS and fluvial geomorphology to focus on the 
construction of scientific expertise, market-based environmental management and water regulation. 

BECKY MANSFIELD is professor of geography at The Ohio State University. Her research areas include nature-
society relations, health and the body, political ecology and environmental governance. Her research focuses on 
chemical geographies, environmental health knowledges and the politics of deregulation.

EDEN MEDINA is associate professor of informatics and computing, affiliated associate professor of law and 
adjunct associate professor of history at Indiana University, Bloomington. Her research uses technology as a 
means to understand historical processes, and she combines history, science and technology studies, and Latin 
American studies in her writings. She is the author of Cybernetic Revolutionaries: Technology and Politics in 
Allende’s Chile and co-editor of Beyond Imported Magic: Essays on Science, Technology and Society in Latin 
America.

CHRISTOPHER MILES is a dual PhD candidate at Indiana University in the Department of Communication and 
Culture and the Department of Informatics. His research is intended to develop a deeper understanding of 
co-constitutive relationships between nature, culture, technology and political power, something he is currently 
exploring in his dissertation, “Data Farm: Precision Agriculture and the Government of Nature.”

JESSICA O’REILLY, assistant professor of international studies at Indiana University-Bloomington, is an 
anthropologist who studies the science and politics of climate change in Antarctica and among climate 
experts internationally. She is the author of The Technocratic Antarctic: An Ethnography of Scientific Expertise 
and Environmental Governance (Cornell University Press, 2017) and the co-author of Discerning Experts: 
Understanding Scientific Assessments for Public Policy (Chicago University Press, 2019). She is currently 
conducting ethnographic fieldwork on the production of knowledge within the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change.

JUNO SALAZAR PARREÑAS is an assistant professor of women’s, gender and sexuality studies at The Ohio 
State University, whose interests include global political economy, feminist science and technology studies, 
environmental humanities and animal studies. She is the author of Decolonizing Extinction: The Work of 
Care in Orangutan Rehabilitation (Duke UP, 2018) and editor of Gender: Animals (Macmillan Interdisciplinary 
Handbooks, 2017). 

CHRISTOPHER PINCOCK is professor of philosophy at The Ohio State University. His research focuses on 
the philosophy of science, the philosophy of mathematics and the history of analytic philosophy. Pincock is the 
author of Mathematics and Scientific Representation (Oxford, 2012) and a co-editor, with M. Curd and J. Cover, of 
Philosophy of Science: The Central Issues, Second Edition (Norton, 2012).

DAN QUAROONI is a dual doctoral candidate in informatics and cognitive science at Indiana University 
Bloomington. His dissertation focuses on the computerization efforts under way in controlled-environment 
agriculture, a suite of technologies and practices that are deepening the automation of agriculture.

KAUSHIK SUNDER RAJAN is professor of anthropology at the University of Chicago. He works on the political 
economy of the life sciences and biomedicine, and is the author, most recently, of Pharmocracy: Value, Politics 
and Knowledge in Global Biomedicine (Duke, 2017). He is beginning a new research project which looks at 
intersections between health and law in South Africa and India. The paper presented here is a preliminary 
attempt to think through some of the contours of this project.

ARIEL RAWSON is a doctoral candidate in geography at The Ohio State University. Her dissertation research 
is a study on how mind-body-environment relations are configured through excitement around microbiome 
research. At the intersection of the way the Anthropocene and postgenomics name interconnected ideas about 
the environment and the body, her project develops an archive of present research into the microbiota-gut-brain 
axis in order to analyze the racialized formations of this cross-scalar and cross-disciplinary imaginary.

KATHERINE RITTER is a graduate student in the Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies at The 
Ohio State University. Her research uses affect theory to consider apocalyptic imaginations of the Anthropocene, 
and to think through the temporal registers of crisis.

NOAH TAMARKIN is an assistant professor in the Department of Comparative Studies at The Ohio State 
University and a research associate at the Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa. His book manuscript, Genetic Afterlives: Evidencing Black 
Jewish Indigeneity in South Africa (in contract with Duke University Press), examines the politics of race, religion 
and recognition among Lemba South Africans leading up to and in the aftermath of their participation in genetic 
tests that aimed to demonstrate their links to Jews. His current ethnographic research project, supported by the 
National Science Foundation, the Wenner-Gren Foundation and Ohio State Criminal Justice Research Center, 
examines the introduction and implementation of legislation to expand South Africa’s national criminal DNA 
database.

TIJS VAN MAASAKKERS is an assistant professor of city and regional planning at The Ohio State University. 
His research and teaching focus on the role of science in environmental decision-making, specifically in the 
context of complex public disputes. His recent book, titled The Creation of Markets for Ecosystem Services 
in the United States: The Challenge of Trading Places, provides an in-depth analysis of the development of 
these new institutions in the Midwest, Pacific Northwest and Chesapeake Bay watershed. Van Maasakkers 
currently conducts research on the role of science and technology in decision-making on land use in 
shrinking cities. 
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Cover image credit: “Freezing Great Lakes Region” 
by Jeff Schmaltz, NASA Visible Earth


