
 

James Schaller Individual Final Blog CR Plan 2110 

 

Adding Bike Paths to Save Traffic 

Bike paths in the city of Columbus are not nearly used as much as the could be in 

compared to other cities. Although these paths are used it seems like there could be major 

changes to the system in order for them to be used constantly. Columbus is home to heavy traffic 

and many accidents occur with this problem. There is a solution to this mess and it could be a 

simple as putting on a helmet and biking your way to your destination. Unfortunately the central 

Ohio region is very spread out so this could be difficult to bike but adding paths to heavy 

congested areas could maximize efficiency. Steps to adding more paths, Increasing safety, and 

adding more parks to the area will greatly increase and activate the citizens of Central Ohio. 

  
This is a graphic of the percentage of cities that commute by bicycle. Columbus is ranked 

near the middle of the list just above 1% between a few of the largest cities in the country. 
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Columbus is clearly capable a providing a high bike commuting population. That is good 

compared to other major metropolitan areas in the state of Ohio. Other top cities on the list are 

relatively condensed populated with large tourism destinations, so having these amenities makes 

it easier to bike. People also seem to want to bike near green spaces as seen below with the bike 

usability map of Columbus. Areas near waterways and green spaces are common among bikers 

which makes sense because of the largest percentage of commuters who bike are on the west 

coast, home to major parks, or next to large bodies of water. 

 
Adding more bike paths would greatly improve the percentage of bikers because it would 

allow for more access and provide more destinations in which to travel. Instead of placing these 

paths in dense urban areas where congestion due to cars is common, putting them in areas where 

bikers can escape this setting seems to do the trick. Heavy traffic areas are also dangerous for 

bikers and putting paths away from cars would put them out of harm's way. Placing more parks 

would be great for bikers but the problem is that park access for bikers/walkers is below the 

average and changing that could make easier for people to take their bike to the park. Columbus 

is below the average as of 2014. 
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Columbus is a relatively spread out area and in return it would require more parks in 

order for more people to have access. Compared to other larger cities Franklin and surrounding 

counties take up a lot of space which makes it problematic in terms of economics. New parks 

would be a great addition to the city but there might an easier way and that is by extending bike 

paths in parks out so  they would be easier to reach. If more people are able to have access to 

trails it would be easier for people to travel on bike as opposed to driving to get to the nearest 

bike trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbus already has a decent amount of bike trails in the area. These bike trails make 

easier for someone in the metropolitan areas to reach the city and other areas traveling long 

distance. These trails are also near parks which is good for attracting people. One problem with 

this setup is most of the green spaces are located outside of the city belt. Parks are more common 

in the metro areas than the city where most residents live. This could be the reason for people 

sprawling outside the city. Adding a major park inside the city limits to provide for 

3 



 

James Schaller Individual Final Blog CR Plan 2110 

entertainment, festivals, and other events for citizens of central Ohio would greatly benefit the 

area. This area could be anywhere near the city particularly in an area where there will be easy 

access by bike and in an area that needs to be fixed up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is one area I had in mind for the park. The area would have to be rather large in 

order for it to accommodate museums, stages, green spaces, and most importantly bike paths. 

This would be an ideal location because it is directly west of the city and it would be near many 

of the trials mentioned before. This location is also being investigated by Columbus Parks and 

Recreation Department as well, so adding blueprints could be the next step in the process. 

This park would add something to city that is has been missing for a while and it would 

be perfect to draw in citizens to the city no matter the age. There could be concerts and festivals 

in the spring and summer months as well as and ice rink and museums for the fall and winter. 

The park is also next to a few colleges so so students could study or spend time outside. The park 

would need lots of funding for the area along with construction labor. It is also in a prime 

location being right next to the city but it would have the potential to increase the future land 

value especially for the surrounding areas if all goes well. The main goal of the park would be to 
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serve as Columbus’ main major park that is open all year round and to make the city more active 

to promote walking or biking to work. 

5 


