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The Standard State Enabling Act

1924	The	Standard	State	Zoning	Enabling	Act	(SSZEA)

• A	grant	of	power	for	zoning
• A	template

1928	The	Standard	City	Planning	Enabling	Act	(SCPEA)

• State	legislatures



Synonyms of  Comprehensive Plan

Source: http://www.city-data.com/forum/huntsville-
madison-decatur-area/314287-billion-dollar-development-
madison-3.html

Source: http://www.lemoore.com/graphics/genplan.jpg



Comprehensive Plan

Ø …describes	a	vision for	the	future	of	a	community

Ø …	is	the	basic	plan	prepared	to	guide the	development	of	
the	community

Ø …anticipates the	future	and	guide the	growth	and	
physical	development	of	an	area

Ø …	provides	direction through	specific	statements	of	
actions	to	achieve	the	desired	results

(Ohio	Planning	and	Zoning	Law)
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkbDYp_ezQ8



Comprehensive Plan

Characteristics

Entire	
community

Multiple	
policy	areasLong-term



Comprehensive Plan

The	1st modern	comprehensive	plan	interrelated	
future	private	land	use	patterns,	transportation	
facilities,	and	related	public	works	in	a	long-range	
(50	yrs)	(by	Alfred	Bettman)



The ‘Rational’ Planning Method: 
Problems-Plans-Actions-Results

The	Foundation

■ What’s	the	problem?
■ How	do	you	know?

■ What	are	our	goals?
■ Where	are	we	now?

■ What	are	our	limits?
■ What	are	our	resources?

■ Where	are	we	going?
– Projection/Prediction

Plan Creation
■ Creating Solutions

■ Testing Solutions
Going Forward

■ Evaluation and Selection
■ Implementation

Looking Back
■ Review



Comprehensive Planning Goals

Public	Health

Goals

Public	Safety Circulation

Public	services	
&	Facilities

Fiscal	Health

Economic	
goals

Redistributive	
goals

Environmental	
Protection

• Avoiding	high	density
• Banning	certain	types	of	

industrial	operations
• Separating	incompatible	

land	uses

• Designing	good	street	
patterns

• Ambulance	and	fire	trucks
• Unobserved	open	space

• Orderly	and	effective	
traffic	flows

• Public	transportation • Schools,	
police,	fire	
protection,	…

• Revenues	VS	costs
• Fiscal	health	VS	

social	equity• Employment

• Environmentally	
fragile	land

• Commercial	and	
industrial	activities

• Distribution	of	the	
benefits	of	social	
development



Elements of  Comprehensive Plan

Circulation-Transportation
Utilities	&	community	facilities

+	Natural	resources
Open	space	&	conservation

http://ci.perrysburg.oh.us/index.php/economic-development/p3-comprehensive-plan



Comprehensive Planning Process

Research

Clarification of goals 
and objectives 

Plan formulation

Plan implementation

Review and revision

Ø Identify	issues	and	options
Ø Data	gathering	and	forecasting:	Current	

situations,	limitations,	problems,	and	
possibilities

ü Population	estimation/projection
ü Housing	stocks
ü Land-use	inventory
ü Economic	analysis
ü Transportation	circulation
ü Infrastructure
ü Soil	characteristics
ü Public	services	and	facilities	





Comprehensive Planning Process

Research

Clarification of goals 
and objectives 

Plan formulation

Plan implementation

Review and revision

Ø Formulating	a	limited	number	of	goals	

ü The	gap	between	existing	situation	and	
the	desired	image

ü Public	participation
ü Providing	a	forum	(open	forum)	for	

discussion	
ü Finding	out	what	they	want
ü Incorporating	their	political	power





Comprehensive Planning Process

Research

Clarification of goals 
and objectives 

Plan formulation

Plan implementation

Review and revision

Ø Lay	out	a	variety	of	options	(Alternatives)
Ø Impact	Analysis

ü Considering	their	respective	costs	and	
merits

ü Bring	affected	parties	into	the	impact	
assessment	and	option	choosing	process

Ø Select	the	best	option
ü EX:	Alleviate	traffic	congestion



Land	Use Economic	
Development



Comprehensive Planning Process

Research

Clarification of goals 
and objectives 

Plan formulation

Plan implementation

Review and revision

Ø Based	on	political	consent
Ø Coordinating	capital	investments	and	land-

use	controls



Implementation



Comprehensive Planning Process

Research

Clarification of goals 
and objectives 

Plan formulation

Plan implementation

Review and revision

Ø Periodic	review	and	updating
ü The	patterns	of	development	are	shaped	

by	numerous	forces
ü Applies	to	all	stages	of	the	planning	

process
è Keep the plan relevant and the political 
body committed to it

End

Start





In Review
GOOD	PLANNING	SHOULD:

■ Establish	a	long-term	vision	that	guides	
short-term	decisions	in	a	consistent	way.

■ Provide	a	vision	based	on	open	
discussion	and	consensus.

■ Result	from	open	discussion	and	debate

■ Establish	basic	parameters	for	future	
decision	making

■ Provide	information	on	the	logic	and	
parameters	of	a	recommendation

■ Be	flexible	in	the	face	of	changing	
circumstances	

■ Be	a	continuous,	iterative	process	where	
implementation	leads	to	new	goals

NO	PLANNING	MAY:

■ Result	in	decisions	that	are	inconsistent,	
inefficient,	or	conflict	with	other	goals

■ Result	in	conflicts	over	the	future	
direction	of	the	community

■ Result	in	intuitive	decision-making

■ Establish	precedents	that	constrain	
solutions	to	future	needs

■ Complicate	future	decisions	due	to	the	
lac	of	understanding	of	previous	efforts

■ Foreclose	or	constrain	the	consideration	
of	future	options

■ Result	in	a	series	of	“one	shot”	efforts	
that	are	never	implemented



Questions
■ What	is	the	difference	between	the	Comprehensive	Plan	and	

the	Zoning	Ordinances	that	we	talked	about	on	Tuesday?

■ For	Blog	3
– As a group, select a city (not Columbus or Newark), go to 

the city's website, and download the city's 
comprehensive plan. Your job is to read and summarize 
the key points of the comprehensive plan. What are the 
major goals? Do you think the city is planning in the right 
direction? If any, what changes would you make? What 
did you find interesting? This should be around 300 
words. 

– Take this time to select a city and work through it as a 
group


