
	
Arboretum	Update	
	
With	gardens	and	landscapes	bedded	down	for	the	season,	what	are	your	plans	for	winter:	
catching	up	on	your	reading	list,	making	excursions	to	warmer	climes,	planning	your	
garden	for	next	year?		Jason	Veil,	Curator	of	the	Secrest	Arboretum,	describes	his	plan	for	
the	winter	as	“editing,”	both	indoors	and	outdoors.	
	
Since	the	Arboretum	is	part	of	OSU,	a	land	grant	institution,	its	mission	areas	are	education,	
research	and	outreach.			Curating	involves	manipulating	everything	there	in	order	to	
service	faculty	doing	research,	students	using	the	grounds	as	their	lab,	the	gardening	
industry	and	the	many	visitors	who	frequent	the	gardens.	
	

In	his	third	year	as	Curator,	Jason	has	
concentrated	on	a	different	area	of	the	
grounds	each	year,	removing	dead	plants	
and	doing	garden	editing.		A	large	number	
of	plants	were	put	in	after	the	tornado	
damage	and	are	now	overcrowded.		The	
goal	is	to	make	openings	and	pathways	so	
that	the	plants	can	achieve	their	ultimate	
potential.		Last	winter,	the	Buehler	
Interlude	garden	went	through	a	major	
facelift.		Recently	an	Eagle	Scout	project	
improved	the	pollinator	garden.	
	

This	winter,	the	focus	will	be	on	the	wooded	area	near	the	Amphitheater.		There	are	some	
invasive	barberry	and	burning	bush	plants	that	will	be	removed.		The	area	has	many	good	
plants,	but	they	can’t	necessarily	coexist.		As	long	as	temperatures	are	20	degrees	or	so	and	
the	ground	does	not	become	frozen	too	hard,	the	editing	work	can	be	accomplished	
outdoors.			
	
Jason	tends	to	look	at	plants	as	either	short	term	or	long	term.		Care	needs	to	be	taken	that	
the	long-term	ones	are	able	to	grow	unimpeded.		This	involves	taking	out	or	relocating	
plants	that	are	not	compatible	or	are	planted	too	close	to	each	other.			Another	goal	is	to	
improve	the	sight	line	to	the	stage	in	some	areas	of	the	amphitheater.		
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New	Plant	ID	Software	
	
When	conditions	outdoors	are	not	favorable,	then	work	shifts	indoors.		The	Arboretum	has	
received	new	plant	identification	software	called	IrisBG,	which	is	essentially	an	electronic	
card	catalogue	for	plants.			
	
The	goal	is	to	catalogue	all	of	the	plants	on	the	grounds,	inputting	as	much	data	about	each	
one	as	possible.		Eventually	this	will	be	a	resource	that	the	public	can	access	when	choosing	
plants.		Jason	would	also	like	to	have	accession	labels	made	for	every	tree	and	shrub	in	the	
Arboretum,	so	that	visitors	can	immediately	identify	their	favorites.			
	
	

	
	
	
Arboretum	Happenings	
	
Register	for	events	on	the	Secrest	Arboretum	
website.	
	
Winter	Grafting	--	Learn	the	what,	why	and	how	
behind	the	art	of	plant	grafting.	This	hands-on	
workshop	allows	participants	to	practice	various	
grafting	techniques.	Rootstock	and	scion	will	be	
provided.	Participants	can	take	grafted	plants	
home	to	nurture.		
Registration	fee:	$35.00	member,	$45.00	non-
member.	Pre-registration	required	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder									Location:	Miller	
Pavilion										
Date:	1/16/2020						8	AM	-12	PM	
	
Tree	ID:	Winter	--	Learn	how	to	identify	common	trees	in	winter	by	using	features	found	on	
twigs.	Time	will	be	spent	going	over	twig	morphology,	and	twig	samples.	Participants	will	
receive	a	book	and	hand	lens	as	part	of	the	workshop.	
Registration	fee:	$25	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder									Location:	Miller	Pavilion												
Date:	1/22/20					10	AM-3:30	PM	
	
Tree	ID:	Conifers--	Is	it	sprucepine	or	a	firpine?	Learn	how	to	tell	the	difference	between	a	
spruce,	pine,	fir,	hemlock,	and	other	common	evergreens.	Students	will	look	at	samples	and	
learn	key	identifying	characteristics.		
Registration	fee:	$5	



Instructor:	Paul	Snyder									Location:	Miller	Pavilion											
	Date:	2/6/20									12:30-3:30	PM	
	
Witchhazel	Discovery	--	Witchhazels	signal	the	arrival	of	
spring	at	Secrest!	Come	discover	the	numerous	
witchhazels	in	the	Secrest	collection.	Experience	the	
beauty	and	fragrance	of	these	fascinating	plants.		
Registration:	No	fee	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder/	Jason	Veil									Location:				
SWEC											
Date:	2/19/20								1-3:30	PM	
	
	
MGV	Propagation	(Seeds)--	Master	Gardener	
propagation	sessions	are	designed	to	take	MGVs	deeper	
into	the	world	of	plant	propagation.	This	course	will	
cover	how	to	start	seeds.		
Registration:	No	fee	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder											Location:	Miller	Pavilion												
Date:	2/27/20				10	AM	–	3	PM	
	
Pruning	(MGV	Only)	--	This	master	gardener	pruning	course	will	cover	the	basics	of	how	to	
prune	trees	and	shrubs.	
Registration:	No	fee	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder											Location:	Miller	Pavilion											
Date:	3/4/2020								9	AM-	2	PM	
	
Monthly	Tree	Walk	--	Monthly	tree	walks	feature	all	things	trees!		A	variety	of	topics	will	be	
covered,	including	proper	selection	and	planting,	insect	pests	and	diseases.	Please	dress	for	
the	weather.	No	reservations	required.	
Registration:	No	fee	
Instructor:	Paul	Snyder																		Location:	SWEC																					
Date:	3/11/2020									1-2:30	PM	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
Lynn	Bauer—A	Friend	of	Secrest	Arboretum	

	
If	you	have	attended	a	Plant	Discovery	Day	at	Secrest	Arboretum,	you	have	seen	

Lynn	Bauer	greeting	customers,	answering	gardening	questions,	serving	as	a	cashier,	



organizing	plants,	or	promoting	Secrest	Arboretum.		Lynn	Bauer,	who	enjoys	weeding	the	
arboretum	gardens,	has	been	a	true	friend	of	Secrest	Arboretum	since	she	became	a	Secrest	
Master	Gardener	Volunteer	in	2000.	During	her	time	serving	as	president	of	FSA,	she	has	
witnessed	the	physical	development	of	the	arboretum	display	gardens	and	buildings	and	
the	evolution	of	Secrest	Volunteers	into	Friends	of	Secrest	Arboretum	(FSA).				
	

As	President	of	FSA,	Lyn	Bauer	shares	her	wealth	of	knowledge	concerning	the	
organization.	According	to	Bauer,	the	FSA’s	mission	
is	to	“promote	the	development	of	Secrest	as	a	
resource	for	horticultural	education,	research,	and	
outreach.”	Organized	as	a	501(c)(3),	FSA	holds	an	
annual	meeting	for	all	members	in	October.	The	
Board	of	Trustees,	comprised	of	FSA	officers,	meets	
quarterly	with	the	arboretum	curator,	Jason	Veil,	to	
discuss	and	review	goals,	finances,	and	arboretum	
issues.	Officers	of	FSA	include	President	Lynn	
Bauer,		Recording	Secretary	Ray	Leisy,		Vice-
president	Tom	Graves,	Treasurer	Bill	Bowers,	and	
Corresponding	Secretary	Barb	Mekoleske.	

	
Bauer	emphasizes	that	Friends	of	Secrest	

Arboretum	provides	important	financial	support	
through	its	plant	sales	and	through	donations.		The	
money	raised	from	these	sources	is	primarily	used	
to	purchase	plant	materials	and	supplies	for	both	
the	arboretum	and	the	plant	sales.	It	also	provides	

funding	for	events	and	educational	programs.	The	important	work	of	FSA	is	greatly	
appreciated.	According	to	Paul	Snyder,	Secrest	Arboretum	program	coordinator,	“Friends	
of	Secrest	Arboretum	is	vital	to	our	operations	as	an	arboretum.	As	a	result	of	their	support	
we	(Secrest	Arboretum	staff)	are	able	to	purchase	necessary	supplies	and	plants	and	make	
improvements	to	the	arboretum	for	future	generations.	I	can’t	imagine	Secrest	Arboretum	
without	Friends	of	Secrest	Arboretum	(FSA).”		
	

Bauer	states	that	“finding	ways	to	financially	meet	the	needs	of	Secrest	Arboretum	
and	to	increase	FSA	membership,	events,	and	activities	are	challenges	for	the	organization.”	
FSA	members	and	Master	Gardeners	can	help	“by	promoting	Secrest	Arboretum,	by	being	
ambassadors	for	the	arboretum	in	the	community,	and	by	supporting	activities.”		When	
Master	Gardeners	from	around	the	state	joined	to	help	rebuild	the	arboretum	in	the	
aftermath	of	the	2010	tornado,	Bauer	witnessed	how	volunteers	can	join	forces	to	make	a	
difference.	Being	involved	in	FSA	has	allowed	Bauer	to	“make	a	difference”	and	has	shown	
her	that	“collectively	we	make	an	impact.”			
	

FSA	Membership	is	open	to	all	who	have	a	desire	to	support	the	arboretum	and	to	
Master	Gardeners.	Intern	Master	Gardener	Volunteers	receive	a	year	of	free	membership	
when	they	begin	their	class	in	March.		Their	membership	can	be	renewed	annually	by	



paying	the	membership	fee.		For	information	concerning	membership	and	an	application	
form,	go	to	
https://secrest.osu.edu/get-involved.	
	
	
	
Tips	from	MGVs	:		
How	to	bring	a	touch	of	your	garden	indoors	for	the	winter.	
	
											

I	spend	the	summer	dehydrating,	canning,	and	freezing	vegetables,	fruits,	and	herbs.	I	also	
bring	cut	flowers	or	branches	inside.		--Paul	Snyder	

I	dry	flowers	from	my	landscape	to	enjoy	during	the	winter.	--Kathy	Batchelder	

Before	the	first	frost	I	like	to	take	cuttings	from	my	various	coleus,	root	them,	and	place	
them	in	pots	to	enjoy	the	colors	while	they	wait	to	be	planted	outside	for	the	next	spring.	I	
also	bring	in	my	rosemary	which	seems	to	be	very	happy	sitting	in	the	south	facing	kitchen	
window	as	long	as	I	give	it	a	spritz	water	bath	every	morning.	This	year	I	brought	in	a	few	
succulents	to	enjoy	in	the	same	window.	Happiness	is	viewing	colors	and	greenery	in	the	
window	while	sipping	my	morning	coffee.	Starts	off	many	cold	winter	mornings	on	a	
brighter	note.	--Julie	Burch	
	
	
Right	now	I	have	an	arrangement	of	dried	okra	pods,	sedum	flower	heads,	Zebra	grass	
plumes,	and	pinkish	brown	dried	flower	heads	from	my	hydrangea	paniculata	Tardiva	in	
my	house.		I	love	the	muted	colors	and	contrasting	shapes.	–	Becky	Franck	
	
I	try	to	keep	some	amaryllis	bulbs	going	from	year	to	year.	Mine	usually	don’t	bloom	until	
February	or	March,	when	everything	is	really	gloomy	!	–	Nancy	Lilburn	

Cabbage	from	the	garden	was	fermented	for	sauerkraut.		So	all	winter	as	well	as	next	
spring	and	summer,	we	will	be	enjoying	the	garden.	–	Susan	Sivey	

	

Featured	Plant	of	the	Season	

Our featured plant for this season is Hamamelis x intermedia or witchhazel. In terms of blooming 
times, there are actually two types of witchhazel. One blooms in late fall, and the other in 
January – March. The plant is intriguing because it blooms when other plants have faded away, 
making its colorful flowers even more visible against the darker background. Amazingly, this 
plant is already in bloom in the arboretum.  
 



Witchhazel has an interesting cultural history. For many years it was used 
for dowsing or divining rods to locate water sources underground. 
Supposedly European settlers saw Native Americans successfully using the 
Y-shaped branches for dowsing rods to locate water and adopted the use as 
well.  
 
According to a US Forest Service Publication, this use of the plant to find 
water led to its name.  “Wicke” is the Middle English for “lively’ and 
“wych” is from the Anglo-Saxon word for bend. “American witchhazel was 
probably called a Wicke Hazel by early white settlers because the dowsing 
end of the forked branch would bend when underground water when 
detected by the dowser.” 
  
The bark and leaves of the plant have long been used as a topical astringent 
to cure a variety of conditions. Witchhazel preparations still maintain a following and can be 
readily purchased at any big box retailer such as Target or Wal-Mart.  
 
Of course the big question has always been, “How can a plant flower and produce seeds at times 
when there are no insects around to pollinate?” Bernd Heinrich, a professor emeritus in the 

biology department of the University of Vermont, solved the 
mystery. Although no insects are flying around at this time of year, 
there are moths that stay active even in freezing weather.  
 
The owlet moths (family Noctuidae) are active on freezing nights. 
They have the unique ability to raise their body temperature by as 
much as 50 degrees by shivering so that they can fly and search for 
food.  According to forest scientist Tom Kimmerer, “The moths that 
pollinate witchhazel are several species of Eupsilia known as 
sallows. Although they usually feed on the sap of injured trees, the 
blossoms of witchhazel are a welcome food source also. 
 
According to Paul Snyder. We have at least 50 witchhazel plants in 
the arboretum, with probably more that have not been recorded yet. 

Most are along the main paved path in the gardens, as well as on the path bend near the 
crabapple plot.   
 
Witchhazel is a wonderful harbinger of spring, the yellow blossoms and wonderful fragrance 
giving a feeling that all is well in the garden. Come to arboretum this winter and keep your eye 
open for the witchhazel!  
(Be sure to check out the upcoming witchhazel event on February 19th.) 
 
	
	

Contributing	to	this	newsletter:	Herb	Broda,	Janet	Broda,	Paul	Snyder,		
Jason	Veil,	Pat	Warner	


