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A PORTRAIT OF CHILE
AND EASTER ISLAND

A narrow sliver of land on the western edge of South America, Chile is an area
of diverse natural beauty, a model of economic prosperity, a politically stable
nation, and an emerging paradise for wine connoisseurs. Isolated from the
mainland by the Pacific, Easter Island enthralls with its iconic moai and

Polynesian heritage.

Extending over 39 degrees of latitude,
Chile embsraces a stunning variety of
terrain, from the world's driest desert to

the ice fields of Patagonia and Antarctica.

However, most of this area is unsettled,
with the majority of Chile’s 16.3 million
inhabitants living in the sprawling capital
of Santiago and in a handful of other
urban centers, A part of Chilean territory,
Easter Island is the most remote place on
the globe to be populated; its few
thousand inhabitants tive in the small
capital town of Hanga Roa.

Evidence of human presence in Chile
dates from as far back as 13,000 BC,
and until the 15th century numerous
indigenous groups flourished here, The
following centuries saw the Spanish
conguest of Chite and an influx of

Moai atop the Ahu Tautind platform near Hanga Roa's pier, Easter lstand

= Lago Pehod with the Los Cuernos peaks In the background, Torres del Paine National Park

imrigrants from Europe. The Mapuche,
who number about 1.5 million, are the
largest indigenous group; there are also
far smaller and more isolated groups of
Aymara, Rapa Nui, and other peoples.
Maodem-day Chile has emerged as
Latin America’s safest country and has
excellent tourist facilities. It offers an
incredible range of activities, from skiing
down volcane slopes and hiking through
rain forest to surfing and wildlife-watching.
Chile’s many vibrant festivals offer an insight
into the nation’s rich cultural heritage,
Chile’s southern hemisphere location
makes it, at cormparable latitudes, a near
mirror image of the North American West
Coast, with activities such as hiking and
surfing taking place here in the northern
hemisphere’s winter,
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Ltarnasin the vicinity of Volcin Pomerape and Volcdn Parinacota, at Parque Racional Lauca

Land and Nature

Chile’s natural spaces are extensive given
the lack of dense human population. The
northern third of the country is the arid
Atacama desert, known for its otherworldly
landscapes. It is bordered on the south by
the Mediterranean Central Valley, Chile's
agricultural belt, and the rain forests, lakes,
and snowcapped volcanoes of the Lake
District. Farther south, the land breaks to
farm the many {jords, granite peaks, and
awe-inspiring glaciers of Patagonia.

The natural wealth of this land supports
the bulk of Chile's ecanomy, with the
result that industries such as mining,
agriculture, and fishing have, till recently,
taken precedence over conservation.

On Easter Island, centuries of human
intervention have destroyed the istand’s

Fishing boats docked at Hanga Roa, Easter Istand

native forests and palm stands. Growing
concern about threats 1o the ecclogy has
spawned initiatives across Chile. Patagonia
5in Represas, for instance, opposes plans
far hydroelectric plants in southern Chile.
The Conservation Land Trust, founded by
environmentalist Dougtas Tompkins, pro-
motes ecotourism and sustainable farming,

Economy

Chile’s economy stands out among its
South American neighbors for its stability,
minimal corruption, and overall health. Its
foundations, interestingly, were laid during
the Pinochet regime which replaced
socialist economic policies with plans
based on privatization, free market, and
stable inflation, By the 1990s, Chile had
experienced an economic baom

with a seven percent average annual
growth. The country faced the 2008
economic slowdown with over
US$20 billion in a sovereign wealth
fund, averting a major crisis.

A major exporter of minerals, Chile has
emerged as the world’s top copper
producer, and the state-run Codelco s
the largest copper mining agency on
the globe, Thriving tourism, along with
fishing and subsistence farming, is the
backbone of Easter Island's economy.
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Economic prosperity has brought about
rapid development, reducing poverty.
Chile’s vast pay inequality, however, is
still a problem, along with pituto,

or nepotism, commaon
even in the most
modern corporations.

Politics and Government

After years of military
dictatorship, Chite has
emerged as a strong
demogcratic republic
whitch operates under a
constitution, The govern-
ment comprises the executive, judiciary,
and legislative branches, and is led by

the president, who is both the head

of state and head of government. The
country itself consists of 15 administrative
regions and the capital.

Annexed by the Chilean navy in 1888,
Easter Island is a province of the Valparaiso
region {Region V). Its residents were
granted Chilean citizenship only in
1966, and in 2007, the island was
recognized as a special territary of Chile.

Sports and Arts

Asin all Latin American countries, fitbol
(soccer) is a national craze in Chile. Since
the last few decades, the country has also
made news in the field of tennis with
international medal winners such as
Nicolas Massu and Fernando Gonzalez.
Golf, skiing, and surfing are popular sports
among Chileans. The rodeo remains a
much-loved sportin the countryside
Chile has produced a number of com-
posers and musicians of internationa
renown. While pianist Claudio Arrau
remains unparalleled in the arena of
classical music, acts such as Congreso
and Los Jaivas have brought Chilean
folklore into the limelight. Santiagos
Teatro Municipal (see p73} is the country’s
foremost cultural institution and hasts
world-class opera, symphony, and ballet
performances. Chile boasts a rich and
jong-standing tradition of theater, which

The late Chilean pianist
Claydio Arraa (1903-91)

is best reflected in the vibrant Festival
Internacional Teatro a Mil.

Chile’s key contribution, however, is in
the field of literature, Chilean writers and
poets have enjoyed world-
wide acclaim, most notably
the Nobel laureates Pablo
Neruda and Gabriela Mistral.

People and Society

There is a staggering
contrast between urbarf
and rural lifestyles in Chile.
Santiago is known for its
cosmopolitan finesse and
great cultural and culinary scene. While
the new-age residents of this metropolis
are fashionable and tech-savvy, many
people in the countryside still cook over
wood-burning stoves and plough their
fields with oxen. Spanish is the official
language, but some indigenous people
speak their own languages. Christianity
is the predominant religion, though folk
religion remains important for many
ethnic and rural groups. On Easter Island,
religious practices reflect the syncretiza-
tion of Christian and Polynesian beliefs.
Overall, Chilean society is both tolerant
and friendly.

Flags flutter aver Plaza de la Constitucion, Santiago




e R A

22 | INTRODUCING CHILE AND EASTER ISLAND ]—

Landscape and Wildlife .

Hemmed in by the towering Andes mountain
range in the east, the Pacific Ocean in the west,

a vast desert in the north, and thousands of islands
and glaciers in the south, Chile incorporates a
range of landscapes, from farmlands and forests
to immense lakes and ice fields. A part of the
geothermally active Pacific Ring of Fire, Chile is
also home to a total of 36 live volcanoes and an
abundance of thermal hot springs. Owing to its
near isolation from the rest of the continent, much
of the country's flora and fauna is endemic and is
protected in numerous national (as well as some

Sparkling waters off the white sands of Playa
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private) parks, reserves, and monuments.

Plateau and Coastal Desert
Chile’s desert Is the driest in the world. It is
composed lasgily of sand, salt basins, mineral
rich peaks, and volcanoes, interspersed with
oases that are led by aquifers, Near the coast,
a Pacific fog known as camanchaca provides
enough moisture for cacti, shrubs, and lichen.

,-qi‘ Chilean flamingoes can be
| seen on the saline altiplano
lakes searching for tiny ¢rus-
taceans, whose carotenoicls
give the birds their pink color

Vicuhas, the smallest of
the camelids, graze in
groups at high altitudes,

" el

The vizeacha 5 a long taied,
yellow and brown rodest, part of
the chinchaa family It feeds on
vegetation and can frequently
be seen at twiight, when it Is
most active

Central Valley

Anakena, on Easter stand

The fia1, green valeys of central Chile are
divided by the Andes and coastal mountains,
and watered by rivers that descend from the
Andes. The Mediterranean like climate here is
conducive to agriculture - mostly fruits and
vegetables - and 1o wine production.

The quisca dominates the lower
Andes and s one of the few cactl
that can withstand cotd and snow

B

The Chilean palm has a
smooth, gray trunk that
s rotund in the middle
or upper reaches.

’ } _ L The Andean condor,

Chile’s national bird, is one
of the world's largest fowls, with
Awingspan of aver 2 ft (3 m),
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Tectonic Activity

The towering Andes mountain range and the
hundreds of volcanoes that make up the spine

of Chile are the result of plate tectonics: the
mavement of Interlocking plates of the earth's
crust that ride on molten material (magma) in the
mantie. Along the Chilean coast, the Nazca plate
and the South American plate collide and crease
a subduction zone, whereby the Nazca plate is
forced under the South American plate, creating
the Peru-Chile Trench. As one of the fastest-
moving plates, the Nazca is capable of triggering
spectacular earthquakes, such as the 8.8-magnitude
quake that struck central Chile in Febeuary 2010,
and the 9.5-magnitude earthquake in Valdivia in
1960, the strongest recorded in the world.

e e

Lake District and Chiloé
The lush Lake District is characresized by
snowcapped volcanoes, crystalline lakes and
rivers, emarald farmland, and dense Valdivian
rain forest, It is home to the alerce, the second-
oldest tree on the planet, and the nalca, whose
eaves can reach 7 ft (2 m} in diameter,

Capihue, or the Chilean befflower, is
a waxy red flower which grows in
twisted vines around trees and
plants, It is Chiles national lower, |

The pudu is the world's |

Monkey-puzzle,
©f Maucaria, Is an
overgreen conifer
whose branches
and razor-sharp
leaves take on an
umbreta shape

Nazca [oceanic) South American
plate ) {continental) plate
| Peru-Chile I
Paclfic ' Trench Volcanic sctivity
Ocoan | !
i 1 | I."I |

7 ﬁ'ﬁ .
T

Model of
a subduction zone

Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego
The windswept pampa grassland of Patagonia
forms part of a reglon packed with granite
peaks, glacier fields, fjords, and sheep ranches
known as estancias. Adventure-seekers come
here for trekking, fly-fishing, and mountain
clmbing in dramatlc, untamed wilderness.

The guanaco, 3 camelid,
exists in robust populations
n the wikl and can be
spotted throughout Patagonia

smallest deer, reaching

just 33 inches (85 cm) Pumat are agile animals {
inlength. I lives in the with an exceptional leaping
dense underbrush of ability These elusive cats
termperate rain forests, | g ~¢ canusually cnly be seen

=1 when feeding on a fiesh kill

The huemul, or Scuth
Andean deer, is an
endangered species that is
shy. solitary. and stocky, with
large ears and short legs.
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' The Biodiversity of Chile %,
N
A paradise for nature lovers, Chile has a varied landscape - k. i pr—
| which supports a wealth of flara and fauna, The country’s Catamna, 1.7
rich natural heritage is protected through 36 national parks, SR :..{
49 national reserves, and 16 national monuments - about 20 T'- e
percent of the total national territory, Chile is considered a 3
| . 5 S 5 Key 4;0(;5‘"?(1
continental island”because it is isolated from neighboring ) t 3
countries by the Andes mountains, the Pacific Ocean, and sl pes F rt s : 2.
N Serubland e i e = i
the arid Atacama desert. As a result, more than half of its v Parque Naclonal Lauca (se¢ ppi68-9) is northern Chile’s hot spot for

flora Is endemic. This is especially true of southern Chile’s B Erergreen fores

Valdivian forest, South America’s only temperate rain forest,
which extends into parts of Argentina. In regrettable
contrast, mest of Easter Island’s native forests and fauna have
disappeared as a result of many centuries of human activity.

B Grassland, with some scrub
Batren warm of cold desert

~ f' This tree is the northermmast repiesentation
e X 1 of the 10 Nathofagus, or southem beech,
| i Bl Vina del Mar i B et ol Chl
~ .
"-" : ; ()
A RJ'ncaqua
arque Nacional Alerce Andino {sce p. atbors
I Parque Nacional Alerce Andino (see 217} haib
3 large stands of the conilerous alérce, which date to over
Chilian 3,500 years. This arga is part of the Valdivian rain forest
| } This area f the Valdivian rain
prET )

0 ki 300
A——

O miles

il ] b i - \

Robinson Crusoe Island (see pp265-9), through geological isolation,
has produced a hothause of endemic ffora that represents two-thirds
of the island’s vegetation and the highest density of endemic plants in
the wold. The island has been a UNESCO-designated Workd Biosphere
Reserve since 1997, However, botanists fear that the introduction of
alien plan species now threatens the island's ecosystem.

Foresd

Unsurpassed Delights

Chile's microclimates. geographical isolation, and varying topography offer visitors a chance to
experience contrasting landscapes and myriad flora within short distances. Rare phenomena,
such as the coastal camanchaca, a fog that feeds vegetation in the otherwize barren northern
gesen. are examples of the country’s unique biodiversity, In additien, Chile's growing interest
In nature conservation has boosted animal poputations throughout the country. and several
private foundatians have established reserves 1o encourage the expansion of Chile’s protected
areas and praserve its unique flora and fauna.

after a (rare) period of rain. This phenomenon

- and dimorphic species of Robi
is known as the Desierto Florido {iee p185), i 2 e onoe

istand, is one of the rarest birds In the world.

- T I
D Ud
Valdiviggdid ) -

i

: a /‘ penguins from MNovember to March

b each year. The largest temperate-

" ?%‘.: i climate penguin, members of this
iy ] species share parerval responsibilities

The arid Atacama explodes with widflowers  The firecrown hummingbird, an endemic Ve equally and can be seen marching

viewing fauna. It has targe represeruations of the country’s four camelid
species - alpaca, guanaco, llama, and vicufa - over 140 species of birds,
and unusual fauna such as the vizcacha, a relative of the chinchilla.

Parque Nacional La Campana (sce p)39) is
home 1o the magnificent Nothofagus obligua.

belt, where one-third of the plant species are remnants

_of the Gondwana supercontinent.

Whale Conservation

The waters off Chile’s shores are home

1o over half the world's whale species,
Indeed, Herman Melville's masterpiece
Maby Dick was based an a giant albino
sperm whale, Mocha Dick, that harassed
ships near Chiles Isla Mocha in the 19th
century. Fresh sightings of the humpback,
blue, and southern right whales in recent
times signal the comeback of a mammal
once nearly hunted into extinction.

€ g e ff

] s

N
5

e Several non-profit assaciations have

B farmed to study whale behavior, and in

B Y 2008, the Chilean government designased
L { all national waters a whale sanctuary.

Chileis poised to become one of the
world's greatest whale-watching
destinatiars, and growing interest has
spawned new opportunities 1o see thiese
magnificent creatures.

Isla Magdalena {sce p251) hosts
rd nesting colonies of Magellanic

comicatly in single file fiom their
nesting burrows to the seain the
morning and afterncen.

Abreaching humpback whale
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Peopiles of Chile and Easter Island

According to studies at the archaeological site of Monte
Verde in southern Chile, the first inhabitants of this country
arrived around 13,000 years ago. Over the following

| centuries, these nomadic tribes populated the length

—

|mmigrants
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Croatians came 10
While Chile did not witness mass immigration, Chile for economic
opportunisy in the

Futopean settlers did play a major role n shaping
the culture, architecture, and cuisine of regions such
s the Lake District and Patagonia. Valparaiso,
during its heyday in the 18005, was a cosmopolitan

laster part of the 191h
century and settled in
Patagenia, specifically
in modern-day

of Chile, either as land hunters or fishetfolk, and they
eventually became settled farmers and herders, From

center, with settters from England, Italy, ireland, and
Germany each stamping their unique identity in the
distmct neighborhoods they created.

Parvenir and Punta
Arenas. Today, one in
four tesidents in the

the 16th century onward, Chile experienced sporadic
{mmigration at intervals - first the Spaniards and fater
Gerran, Swiss, English, Croatian, and (talian arrivals.
Today, the majority of the 16,3 million Chileans are
mestizo - people of mixed ethnic and European ancestry,

-

Aymara dancers in brigl

region is of Croatian
descent.

.| German and Swiss immigrants arnved in the mid-19th

L century as part of the Law of Selective Imaigration, The
law, intioduced in 1845, saught 10 populate the Lake District
with people whom the Chilean government comiidered 0
be of a high social and cultural status. A sculpture in Pueno
! Montt commemorates the immigration.

Mestizos and Non-Indigenous Chileans

Indigenous people are a minority, with a total population bt Festa dothing
of roughly 1.75 milllon, i Arica
| foxpichesiver  Indigenous Chileans
a pectoral per- Chile was the last country to be conquered
| :T?;;LT"; by the Spanish, yer what remains of Chile’s
=+ha indigenous groups today represents abou
11 percent of the population, The principal
[ indigenous graup is the Mapudungun-
A makud is 2 speaking Mapuche, with about 1.5 miflion
< colorful finely members, or 84 percent of the total
m'l‘;:n:c h:c he inqigenous population, Just mine of Chile’s
e b05& original 14 indigenous groups remain, and
several have only very few members.
The Aymara is
Chile’s second

largess ethnic group,
with around 100,000
members. They live
in Chile's northern
desert and depend

Although the majority of Chileans are mestizo, each A bolma is 3 knitted
region in Chile displays well-defined cultural styles. beret that often
These distinct traditions have been heavily influenced features a pompon
by the various imnrigrant communities that settled i
throughout the country.
Comfartable baggy Baqueanos aie
pants are well-suited Patagonian ranch
?’h';fe';gh e hands who are
== =: entrusted to herd
sheep and cattle They
Tough working are idenified by their
boats are distincr attire

‘The Roma community in Chile lives in the
niral Valley. This semi-nomadic group,
ginally from Europe, is recognized by

r fong, colorful skirts and their tent
ttlements on the outskirts of towns,

somesimes topped
with homemade
leather gaiters.

Chilotes. people of the
Chilog archipelago,
cansider themselves
distinet from their
mainland ¢compatriots,
and speak with a clear
regional accent. Most
Chilotes have a mix of
Spanish, Chene and
Huilliche ancestry

] . on the llama and
M Many Mapuche iive n the Lake alpaca for meat,
| Districy. often an reducciones, wool, and cargo
or reservations, where they me transportation. Thair
engaged In a battle to repatriate native language
i and taken by settlers or the is also known
| governmens over the last centuries. as Aymara.
The Rapa Nui are descendants of the
Polynesians who artived on Easter lsland
arzund AD 1200, Their population
declined greatly during the 191h
1 century due to war, famine, and sickness,
i and they number about 6,000 today

Huasos

Residing mainly in the Central Valley. huasos
are Chitean cowboys who roam the countryside
on their horses. The earliest huasos fived and

Fuegians encornpass the
indigenous groups that existed

in Tierra del Fuego and Patagonia,
A few, such as the Selknam, are
now nearly extinct, while athers,
such as the Yaghan, have been
reduced to a handful

worked on large Colomial ranches. Today,
meribers of this community are identifiable by
Bhs  their straw hats and ponichas, and many are

W adept horsemen. Over the years, huasos have
become central to Chilean folkloric culture and
they play an integral rale in most parades and
celebrations, particularly Fiestas Patrias, where
they perform the cueca (see p28). They also
sing the tonada (see p29), a folk song that is
accompanied by a guitar,

A hugso on horseback rounding up sheep




Music and Dance

Chile’s lively music and dance scene mirrors the diversity
of its cultural traditions. International contemporary
music appeals to the majority of the urban population,
while rural citizens favor folkloric music derived from the
| Nueva Cancion Chilena {New Chilean Song) era, as well
as Latin music from Argentina and Mexico. In northern
Chile, folk styles such as the sajuriona and cachimbo are
popular. Chile's national dance is the cueca, which
appeared in the early 1800s. It originated in Spain
| and is thought to be the evolution of a crecle fusion
of Spanish, Arab, and African influences.

Dance

Chilean dance is conventionally associated with the
folkloric cueca, which mumics the courtship of the
| rooster and hen. The dance is generally performed
during the Figstas Patrias celebrations (see pR36-71,
when participants turn out in ceremonial dress.

28 | INTRODUCING CHILE AND EASTER ISLAND

performances by dancers
donned in traditional bright
costumes and colorful headgear,

Traditionally attired men appear in
stiiped ponchos, flat-brimmed somibresos
and Baats with spurs,

Women In ceremonial dress wear
lon beghuly ciodated skirts wath
d g

saihes nd pokers
Waving a
handkerchief
lesnale tangors
raspond coyly

to thes suitars
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rontemporary Sounds

1n the 19805, urban music was ass oc_.qred
with politics. [os Prisioneros v_vas Chile’s
rmost popular band, along with Fiskales
Ad Hok and Electrodomésticos. Today,
[ock, pop, classical, jazz, and hip hop can
pe heard in alt magor urban centers.

Classical and jazz music both have ample
audience in Chile. which has produced
imporiant composers and conduclo.rs‘
Claudia Acurta is Chile’s best-known jazz
performer, while Claudio Arrau was one

of the 20th century’s foremast pianists.

Nueva Cancion Chilena

Tha nations most influential conkribution 10 Latin
Amerizan music is the Nueva Cancién Chilena, The
genie arose in the early 19605 and is
based on Andean rhythms. bts
original artists wrote lyrics that
focused an social justice for native
cultuzes and those persecuted under
the Pinochet dictatorship. Musicians
Victor Jara and Vicleta Pasra were
pioneers who disseminated the
genre througheut Latin America,
and influenced popular Chilean
bands such as Intl-lllimani and

Los Jaivas.

.Musltlan Yictor Jara
{1932-73)

:
3
;
i

e
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The traditional cueca,
danced primarily at
 Fiestas Patrias, is much
oved in rural areas. The
cuecd chora or brovo is
the whban equivalent,
with fyrics that are more
associated with city life.
The cueca in Chiloé (see
pp218-25) i distinet in
that the vocalist has a
maore important role
than the musicians.

Traditional Music

Chilean music owes much to its indigenous traditions and
lolklore. Among this diversity, Andean music is characierized
by lyrics that allude to spirits of the earth, nature, and
mouniains. Also founded on harmony with nature, M apuche
music follows melodic potterns and ancestral rhythms that
are transmitted orally. The Rapa Nui people of Easter island
base sheir music on Polynesian rhythms that have beer
influenced by Latin sounds and cadences. Chile is alsortichin
folkloric music, which is derived from indigenous forms that

have been heavily influenced by Eurapean music. Rapa Nui music comprises chant ng

and singing 1o instruments such as
the kauaha (made from the Jaw bone
of 2 hosse), drums, and accordions,
Often, families form a choir and
compete in annual contests.

The trutruka & 3 (umpet
tsed in Mapuchs muy

Thee kulrrun is
detigned wath
symbols representing
the ¢ osmic stzucryr

The Mapuche define chythms as kantun {instrumental)
or gHceremonial). Their instruments include the kulerun,
a drum made of wood and leather, and the trutruka, a
trumpet made of bamboo and a cow horn. Rich and
melodious, the sound reflects close contact with nature,

Chilean rock band La Ley have achieved
nternationad stardom, as have the rock group
Las Tres, Other modem pop and rock bands
include Los Bunkers, Lucybell, Chancho en
Piedra, and Javiera y Los Imposibles,

The melodic tonada

is similar 10 the cueco
except that it is not
danced. It arose in Spain
and shows Arab and
Andalucian influences.
Popula: Chilean groups
inctucle the Huasos
Quincheros

Cumbla, a music gerve that originated in
Colombia, has been very popular amang the
working classes across Latin America, The lyrics
often tackle issues such as life, love, and troubles,
and its tinny thythm Is popular for dancing at
M weddings and parties. The best-known local band
e 15 L2 SONOIa Palacios.
Andean music > W‘Iﬂl
originated in the h ] ;
hlggh plateau areas "h' Iy \

%

of the Andes and

s instanily a.i

recognizable by the

sound of guena 1

ﬂ:;?;'npaor}&lgse hnd Bombo legiers, an Zampoia, a pan pipe

' 7 ) Andean skin drum made of bamboo
s !

A 10-string charanga hute

Folklore instruments such

as the pan flute and quena (a

tradinignal six-hole bamboo

flute) are the essentials of

Andean music, and are often
combined with the ¢harango
ute and violin.
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Literature, Theater,

30 |

and Cinema

Chile is called a nation of poets, and has been the home
of literary giants throughout its history, Among the early
writers are such names as Alonso de Ercilla y Zudiga
{1533-94) and Francisco Nufez de Pineda y Bascufian
(1607-82). In the last few centuries, Chile has produced
two Nobe! laureates and many novelists and playwrights
of international renown. Since the end of Pinachet's
dictatorship era, artists in literature, theater, and cinema
have delved into subjects that address modern themes
and come to terms with the turmoil of Chile’s past.

the 20th century, Chile became
a major player in the Latin
American literary boom,
producing influential poats
such as Vicente Huidobio
(1893-1548), a leading figure
in the emergence of avant-
garde poeiry in the Hispanic
world, Huidobro created an
exparimental verse called
Creationism, which sought to
bring ta life experiences and
themes through word play.

His 1931 poem "Allazor"was
wrilten while he was in Europe,

INTRODUCING CHILE AND EASTER ISLAND

Antonéo Skérmeta, a Chilean writer exiled
during the dictatorship years

ceniury, the forerunners of
Chile’s burgeoning literature
sceng incfuded Nicanor Parra
(b.1914), a self-described "anti-
poet’, whi shunned traditional
poetic styles and was a major
influence on the 19505’
American Beal writers,

The Pinochet dictatorship
spawned several major works
by exiled writers such as Luls
Sepulveda {b.1949), Antonia
Skdrmeta {b.1940), José Donoso
(1924-96), and Isabel Allende
{b.1943), many of them writing
on themes of exile and loss, A
prominent writer of novels
such as The House of the Spirits,
Allende was an exponent of
Latin America’s Magical Realism
movement that blended
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lobatization. This
E,;Tvgment produced writers
including Gonzalo Conweras
and Alberto Fuguet, whose
stories such as "Mas Fstrellas
Queene Cielo™ dispel the
notiais of Magic Realism.
The literary rebel Roberto
Bolaria {1953-2003} was the
posthLmous winner of 2009
National Book Critles Circle
award for his epic novel 2666.

Theater

Theater appeared in the late
15th century as mostly amateur
productions of European plays,
and comedies and dramas
based on daily Chilean life.
However, the founding of the
Teatro Experimental in the late
19305 by the Universidad de
Chile established theater as a
powerful and socially relevant
art form. The subsequent
sprouting of theater houses
across Chile spawned 2 boom
in productions ranging from
folkloric themes to the popular

Today, Santiago has dozens

of independent and state-
sponsored theater houses,
including the venerable Teatro
Municipal {see p73), the Teatro
Nacicnal, San Gings, and
Univessidad Catolica, all of
which host performances from
classical to cutting-edge.
Theater takes center stage with
the annual Festival Internacicnal
Teatro a Mil {see p39), which
featwies myriad theatrical
performances in cultural cen-
ters, theaters, and city streets.

Paster of Lo Negra Ester playing at Teatro

of experimental European
cinermna and Chilean cultue 1o
create art house and national
classics. Films of this genre
ncluded Patricio Kaulen's Long
Journey (1967} and Miguel
Littins The Jackal of Nahueltoro
(1969). Littin later became the
subject of Gabriel Gaicia
Marquez's book Clandestine

int Chile {1986). In 1968, the
unconventional director Raul
Ruiz {194 -2011) produced the
cult classic Tres Tristes Tigres,
based on Chilean society.

The dictatorship stifled
creative filmmaking and exiled
cinematic artists, as a result of
which just seven films were
made in over a decade. The
return 1o democracy led to
cinema’s comeback with a new
wave of Chilean filmmaking.

Teday, Chile produces a
dozen films a year and receives
nominations at international
filem festivals. In 2005, Mi Mejor
Enernigo (My Best Enemy) by
Alex Bowen entered the
competition at the Cannes
Film Festival after winning

, he best Spanish-language
and | t bec'ame a part of that seemlingly normal situations [E:;c_:r%:‘?;z?mg fﬂ;ﬂ,fg_'m e Bl:q afsstpa?:i‘s Goya agwar?:is.
e continent’s avant-garde' with an el-:-mgnl of fanrasy: By the 1960s and 1970s, R Other ims to have garnered
fouse of the Spirits movemerit. Other prominent Magic Realism lost favor in poiitical radicalization prop- Cinema international publicity include
20th-century poeis iqclude the 1990s with the rise of the elled dramatists to bring The Chilean fitm industry dates | Toriy Manere (2008) by Pablo
Literature Nobel laureates Gabiela Nueva Narrativa Chilena (New theater to the masses. A from the early 20th century; its | Larraln, a bleak portrayal of

Chile’s earhest literary warks,

Mistral and Pablo Neruda (see
p91), whose works centered on

Chilean Narrative). The term,
coined by writer faime Collyer

complete censorship of media

lirst black-and-white movie, The

marginality during the 1970s;

I i T during the 1970s and 1980s Development of a People, dates | The Maid (2008) by Sebastidn
5 gf;';:? i::;“; ':e| ]6",—] Sk lhemes.of love apd politics @'1955}' deflined the post- led togrhe emergence of the from 1920. Cinema flourished Silva, which won the Sundance
] and cglonialis;e;ag C‘an?ESI respecdn;:ely POl d""amrsr_' P eraand Chiles dramatic arts as society'sway | in the 1940s with the founding | Festival’s World Cinema Jury
n this genre are. :he?lr‘ﬁ;h second halfafthe zoth Intreduction to consumerism il distussing grievances. The of the studio Chile Fitms, but Prize; and No (2012), starring
i nobleman Alonso de l?rcil[a rtus Theater Group, one of the | declined until a short revivacliin gaell Garc'ia Eemal, \rlvhicht
! irtiga’ angest-running companies in | the 1960s. During this decade eals with the transition to
éjsirr‘ilbgiis 'fﬂi"; L;?!rc:ucana, Gébrlela. M‘Stml o Chie, played a prominent role | filmmakers combined shades democracy in 1989,
g the spanis Latin Armerica’s first Nobel Prize winner, Gabriela Mistral (1889- n pushing theater's boun-
conquest ol"C_hlle, anq 1957) was a 1eacher and ferninist tuned poet, with a unique and daries with plays such as
Franqscp Nutaez de Plnleda's Yyrical vaice that spoke of love and betrayal, life and death, and the Andrés ofLame);oria (1985), the
| C ;JE.MVEHO feliz, a chronicle Latin American expesience In poetical plot of which centered an c;un d |
| of his capture by Mapuches, warks such as Ternura and Desolation, tiest killed by milizar I
| such eady works tended Mistral, born Lucila Godoy y Alcayaga, o pn Y 5 Y h
4 lo fomanticize the evens spent much of her adult life ouiside police In the late 1980, t de
| they described. Chile, as a consul in Spain, France, Gran Circo Teatro produce
Lirerature in the 19th angd ttaly, and the US, and as a professor La Negra Ester, by Andsés Pérez,
| 20th centuries witnessed a in Mexico, and in Vassar College and that became the most

artistically and commaercially
suctessful play in Chilean
history. The masked perfor-
mance was based on a
popular love ragedy, and
signaled a departure from
most contemporary drama
based on social criticism.

Barnard University in New York, Mistra
wis of mixed Amerindian and Basque
origin, and cefebrated the mestizo
race in Talg, her second collection

of poems that canternplated the
blend of Latin American and
European culture.

i turn toward more realistic

[ works. Santiago-born Alberto
Blest Gana (1830-1920) is
considered the faiher of the
Chilean navel for his authentic
portrayal of Chilean history and
ife in his Martin Rivas (1862). In

Gabriela Mistral receiving the
Nobe! Prize in 1945

Still from the dlassic art house film The Jackal of Nohueltoro (1969)
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Chilean Art and Architecture

Pre-Colonial art In Chile chiefly comprised rock art, of which
northern Chile has fine examples. In the Colonial era, both
art and architecture were initially influenced by Spanish
cultural and ecclesiastical elements. With the influx of
immigrants from other European countries in the 19th
century, techniques and designs diversified and each region e
showed trademark styles of the groups that setiled there, Ihm; = " |
Today, Chile Is among the world's most architecturally T

: A o The massive Gigante de Atauma.
prolific countries and has a thriving art scene. geoglyph in morthern Chile

Art

While pre-Hispanic art in Chile seached a fevel of
sophistication, Colonial-era art was limited 1o poriaits
and landscapes of criollo fife Today, however, with the
integration of immigrant groups mto society and the
freedom of post-dictatorship Chile, the art warld it giving
#ise to intetnational stars, and Santiago alone is home 1o
dozens of cultural centers and gaflerfes,

Maputhe textiles woven in traditional geometric
patterns

Indigencus and Colonial Art

Chile's northern desert and altiplano region has some
of the world’s largest collections of petroglyphs and
geoglyphs, including the 400-ft (121-m) high Gigante de  Omate silver
Atacama. Colorial art in Chile did not exhibit complexity,  eroziers and
other than the Roceco-style sculptures, pa ntings, and menstrances
silverwork produced in the Jesuit workshops of Calera were among
deTango in the early 1700s. Mapuche silverwork is also the popular
remarkable in its intricacy. ecclesiastical artifacts
crafted by skilled

—_— - Yessel shaped to Jesuits in the 3

o~ resemble a bird I6th century -

Ceramic pottery in anim|stic and geometric
designs, metatwork, and textile weaving were
ameong the traditional ¢rafts of the Diaguita
culture (300 BC-AD 1500} in nothern Chile,

Contemporary Art

The nation'’s artistic scene blossomed with the
mauguration of Santiago’s Museo Nacional de Bellas
Artes (seep75) in 1880. Renowned artists of that time
were Fernando Alvarez de Sotomayor and Arturo
Gordon, whose works depicted Chilean life Among
contemporary Chilean artists are Surrealist painter
Roberio Matta and Hyperrealist Claudio Bravo,

Paisafe Lo Contador is o well-known
<anwas by Arture Gordon, a member of
the Generacion del Trece group of artists
wha depicted the lives of the common
man, a rwe subject in the early 1900s

“Adrmail Paintings” series, which could he folded up
and sent via post 1o the location of the exhbition,

T—
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,ﬁrchlte:tl.lfl .
Chitean architecture is @ poipourd of @ r_:um_berof
influences. I 1he early decades of coIom;:'anon,
'Ch,';gan towns were modeled alter Spanish towns,
witha cential square surrounded by a car_hedraf
and government buildings with large patios, bare
walls, and wrought-iron gales. In the 20th century,
Santiago’s nouvea fiche buit their hou;es o
resemble European Neo-Classical mansions, Modern
¢hiteans have adapted North American bungfn'ows,
skyscrapers, and malls that reflect the country’s
economic boom over the past 20tyears.

(elonmaded passageway bordering the yant at Converto
de San Francisco {see p72), Santiage "

Colonial

Much of the country’s Colonial architecture has succumbed to )
earthquakes, with the exception of a few 17th-century churches in
the desert north and a handful of haciendas in the Central Valley.

The Iglesia San
Francisco de Chiu-Chiu
{see pi74)is Chile's oldest
church. Its twin bell
towers, chadar-wood
ceilings, and
whitewashed walls

are characieristic of
17th-century adobe
churches in the Atacama,

e S
Th; Casa Colorad; stee .p63), named

for its rose-tinted walls, is built of brick
and stone around a central patic.

Neo-Classical

Triangular pediments, hefly
columns, and domed roofs
are quintessential elements
of government buildings in
Sardtiago, and are evidence

Palacio de La Moneda
{see p68} s the best
example of 19th-centuiy
Neo-Classical structures
found in the capital.

of the city's preference for Opened as the mint

teo-Classical architecture in 1805, the building

during the 19th century, became the presidential
palace in 1845,

Vernacular

QOver the centuries, Chileans have constructed their
buildings with local resources and according to
climatic needs. In some cases, the inffuence of
European immigrants is also visible - Valparalso, for
example, is noted far its Victerian-sty's buildings.

HL £3

Estoncios in Patagonia are low-slung ranches
encircied with cypresses or pines, which provide
profectien against the region's howling winds.

ChHod's palafitos (see p221), built during
a wave of strong commercial expansion in
the 19th century, enabled fishermen to

live closer to the sea.

Wooden shingles
dominate the German-
styled homes in the Lake
District and prevent the
rain from seeping in.
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' Sports in Chile

Conventional sports such as soccer, tennis, and rodeo are
Chile’s favorite pastimes. However, extreme sports are quickly
gaining popularity given the country’s wealth of destinations
suited to such activities. Chiie's numerous rivers are formidable
challenges for white-water rafting and kayaking, while well-
designed trails and challenging peaks draw trekkers to
national parks, and the desert regions attract a growing
number of mountain-bikers. Hang gliding and helicopter

| skiing are other adrenaline-fueled activities on offer,

Getting up chose to gladiers using
crampons and ropes

" Colo-Cola s the only Chilean

50ccer leam to have won the

. o N prestigious South American

| PR - B esung competition Copa Libertadores
] - | de América (in 19). The team

s named for a fiesce Mapuche

chief who fought against

Spanish conquistadores.

.L'..JJ 3

Soccer

The nation's mast popular sport, saccer is played by Chileans of alf
ages ar_ld social classes. The sport was introduced in Valparaiso by
British immigiants who established the Federacidn de Futbol de
Chile in 1895.

The FIFA World Cup
returned 1o South
America after a 12 year
nterval, when it was
held in Chile In 1962. The
Chilean tearn, in official
red, blue. and white,
finished in third place.

Alexis Sdnchez was one of (he
key players in Chile’s squad as the
country hosted, and wan, the
2015 Copa América. He scored
the winning penalty in the final
against Argentina,

Tennis

Generally an upper-class sport, tennis is most common at privaie
clubs. Nicolds Massut and Fernando Gonzdlez, both now retited, won
the gold medal o the 2004 Olympics in the doubles competition;
however, no Chilean player ranks in the workd's top 100 at present.

Fernando Gonzilez's

impressive career
ncludes the sernifinals
at the 2009 French x:l;esl&?[l;s e
Open, where he was American tennj
:5 pitted against the pla:ercrznrai:ms
Swedish
e é} ayer number 1 in the
Siderling waorld, in 1998,
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Rodeo

Chule’s national sport, the rodeo arose in the 16th century when
catile from haciendas were gathered together and branded as
ameans of identification. The stars of the rodec are the huasas
{cowboys), who skillfully steer their horses around @ medialuna, or
half-moon arena, and attempt to corral and pin a cow against the
wail. The occasion calls for formal garb, which includes a poncho,
wide-brirnmed hat, leather leg protectors and pinwheel-sized
sours. Huasos compete ina number of annual rodeo events, the
largest being the Compeonato Nacional de Rodeo, or National
Championship of Chilean Rodeg, held in Rancagua (see pl146).

Huasos use a rumber of deft
maneuvers in their efforts to win
the redeo. This includes such
moves as the sliding stop, which
involves galloping sideways.

A coflera, or two-man team
work to nudge a calf against a
padded arena wall The coflera

gains 1cp points for pinning

the rear of the calf

Surfing

Despite the cald waters of the
Humbaoldt current that runs along

¢+ Chile’s southernt and central coast,
surfing is popufar with both residents
and visitors thanks to consistent waves
and a mynad of empty beaches.
Fichilernu (see p150). lquigue (see
pp170=71), and Arica (see pp164-5)
are three of the hot sutf spots.

US champion Tyler Fax was one of many big names to
anend the 2008 Chile World Tow-In at Punta de Lobos surf
break in Pichllernu, This week-long surf festival was one of
the most extremne events ever hefd in the country

Skilng and Snowboarding

From mid-June 1o early October, skiers and snowboarders
head to the Andes for world-class terrain, a relaxed armbience,
and relatively short ift lines, The principal resorts are found in
Chile’s Central Valley (see pp118-59).

Nevados de
Chilldn (see p156),
Valle Nevadg, and
Ski Portlle, Chile’s
top ski resarts,
hest many North

The slopes of Volcan Villarrica (see

American and p202), an active, smoking valcano,
European ski are popular with numerows

teams who come professional snowboarders, notably

10 train In surmmser Markku Keski from Finfand. |
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{ The curca (see p28), Chile's national dance, is
comman sight during Fiestas Patrias. Women
dress in flouncy, flaral cotton dresses and men

in black pants, spurs and bocts, a wide-brimmed
hugso hat, and a white jacket or poncho.

Fiestas Patrias

The most important holidays of the year, Fiestas Pattias
{Patriotic Festivals) celebrate Chile’s Independence Day,
informally called the Dieciocho, on September 18, and Armed
Forces Day on September 19. Chile's true independence
came on February 12, 1818, but the formaily recognized date
honors the nation’s first attempt at secession from Spain, on
September 18, 1810. In the weeks leading up to the festival,
the country comes together 10 celebrate ! things Chilean,
including regional culture, traditional food, and dance, Armed
Forces Day is marked by a grand military parade in Santiago.
Chileans decorate their town streets and fasten flags on

] [rvar half a million spectators attend ihe parade,
i i i I f o — i ften accompanied by displays of the
vehicles in a show of nationalist pride, and it is common to Chilean troops participating in a e litary's aest acquisitions inbzlanes, war vehicles,

see children dressed in traditional dresses and huaso suits. military parade and technological gadgetry.

Rodeo contests take place througheut rural
villages up and down the country during Fiestas
Patrias. Chile’s natianal sport, the roded attracts
hordes of enthusiastic spectators to the
medialuna, where such events ate held.

Military Parade

The fonda or tamada < a temnporary structure,
erected as a party hall, which is made of either f
wouoden poles and a thatched roof or a circus-like "]’heArmed Forces Day, also known as the Dia de The parade, hetd in Paique femnardo Kite-flying is 2 hugel
tent. Nearly every town in Chie has its owrs fonds, as Glorias del Ejército (Day of the Glaries of the OHiggins {sce pB5) in Santiago, includes ying | l.g. X Y
featuring a stage for live bands, a dance area with Military) was designated a holiday in 1915 10 the army. navy. 3i force, and the palice ecilly a5 spring
fust a dirt or sawdust floor. and beverage and food celebrate freedoms gained and victories won by o Prlusslsn-_s:yllte::logd‘:egi?aﬁc bf:sgsmri:ea;vsgr:zg
st. Chiles miti i o g cement esplanade in the middle of 1
ands surrounded by tables and chairs, § military since the country's inception, park. More than 7,000 11000s participate. festive weeks,
Traditional Food and Drink Anticucho, a dish
The barbecue reigns during the patriotic holidays, i ”" simatinatedant
often carrying on for days and shared among friends shewered meat
anaf family. Other emblemnaitic foods define the Empanada is 5 Plszola, along
holidays, most having arisen from the countryside. kind of turnover | with the pisco
made with pastry sour, s the
. dough and popular cockta
-':'=: Chicha 's an alcoholic drink made from ;[:Jnflffﬁ::g}ﬁ:]éf zfsl }r]:p?eay
ferr j ] . ! .
e, gr:sg.[:sdaf:,g"‘ :T;gilc:(:‘r:lmong .:\Dples onions, half a Asados, or barbecues, are synonymous with Fiestas concoction of
of the sur;1merpHov::2 T 31‘7?[ A o boiled egg, Pateias. Popular items include the anticucho, a type of pisco, cola, and
ommon deuﬁk 1u(s‘;fje fch:a:: . raisins, and olives shish kabob, which dates back to the Incan empire. <e,itisamajor
Patrias. Mapuchss make e |1estas ' Thedish is then The baibecue usually starts off with a choripdn, a party starter
y : aregiona baked in a clay tausage sandwiched in a piece of crusty bread and during Fiestas

hicha using corm. call i
g corn, called muday. et ey, 1opped with pebre. a tomaig and cllantro salsa., Patrias.
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THE HISTORY OF CHILE

AND EASTER ISLAND

pespite Chile's isolation, its history is an epic one involving ancient settlements and
empires, The country also played a role in the European age of exploration and
colonization and created its own rich independence period. Equally complex is the
history of Easter Istand, which, owing largely to its seclusion in the remote South
pacific, is subject of much debate in modern times.

The first humans to reach the Americas
were hunter-gatherers who crossed the
Bering Strait via a land bridge. Although
pinpointing the date of arrival is difficult,
the immigration of these groups took
place in waves over many thousands

of years, the last one occuring some
10,000 years ago.

Evidence from excavations at Monte
Verde, just north of Puerto Montt in the
Lake District, show that the earliest
human setttement in Chile may date
from more than 13,000 years ago.

By 6000 BC, crops such as potatoes,
squash, and beans had become the
livelihood of the settled communities
of Atacamerig, Aymara, and Diaguita in
the Atacama and foothills of the Andes. The
Ayrara also herded llamas and alpacas for
meat and wool, bartering their goods with
groups such as the Chango fisherfolk for
products from the valteys and the coast.
Farther south, the land was peopled by
the Mapuche and the closely related
Pewenche, Huilliche, and Puelche, all semi-
sedentary agriculturalists who subsisted
autonomously. In what is now Patagonia,
the Chonos, Kawéskar, and Yamana -

| 13,000 BC Establishment
of Monte Verde, Chile's
{irst-known settlernent

14,000 BC AD 400

‘ &000 BC Cizhivation of crops such as
i potatoes, beans, and squash in the
centiat Andes.

B Depictionof the settlernent
e ot Monte Verde

-

collectively known as Canoe Indians -
lived off fish and shellfish from the fjords
and channels along the Pacific coast and
the Strait of Magellan. The Tehuelche
hunted game on the Patagonian steppe,
while the Selk'nam (Ona) were land-based
hunters on the big island of the Tierra del
Fuego archipelago.

Isolated from mainland Chile, Easter
Island followed a separate trajectory
of events, and its history is today a
controversial subject. The first settfers
arrived about 1,000 years ago from
eastern Polynesia to what was then a
densely forested island. Their descendants
forged a complex society, best
remembered by the iconic statues
known as moai found at various locations
around the island. However, the
construction of the moai, coupled with
a fast-growing population that reached
unsustainable levels, deforested the
island and led to clan warfare and the
eventual collapse of this society. The
arrival of the Europeans and, later, the
island’s annexation by Chile suppresszsd
(but failed to dislodge} a culture that is
now beginning 1o reclaim its status.

1000 Palyneslan settlers
atrive on Easter tsland

800 AD 1200

Moai on Ahu Akivi, Enster
Isiand, dating from
1000~ 1600 I

4 José de San Maniin and Bemardo 0'Higgéns at the end of Chile’s struggle for independence, April 5, 1818
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The Incan Empire

During the 15th century, the incas, the best
known of the central Andean empires,
extended their power southward up to the
latitude of present-day Santiago, reaching
amaximum extent around AD 1438,
However, their control over peripheral areas,
ncluding modern-day Chile, was precarious,
depending upon cooperation and tribute
from various peoples, Intrigues within the
empire, following the death of the emperor
! Huayna Capac {¢.1527), led to a civil war that
I‘ paved the way for the invading Spaniards.

i Expleration and Colonization

| The voyages of Christopher Columbus

‘ {1451-1506) began an epoch of exploration
., and acquisition that brought
mast of what is now Latin
America under Spanish
control by the 1494 Treaty of
Tordesillas. In 1520, Ferdinand
Magellan {1480-1521)
became the first European to
reach Tierra del Fuego and
navigate the passage now

Sparish explorer Frandsco
Pizamac 14711541}

4438 Comsofictation

of the Inca Empire 1482 Cofumbus’s first wevage |
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LaFundacidn de Santiago, Pedro Liea's painting of Valdivia founding the city

A0 Magetan discovers Tierra del
Fuego and the Strait of Magellan

known as the Strait of Magellan. In the
1530s, the Spaniard Francisco Pizarro
and his brothers divided and
conquered the Inca empire. Pizarro's
partner and rival Diego de Almagro
was the first to explore and try to 1ake
what is now Chile, in an overland
expedition in 1535, but poor planning
and logistics stopped hirm from
advancing beyond the Aconcagua
valley in central Chile, and many of his
men and animals died crossing the
high Andes, Pedro de Valdivia's 1541
expedition was more successful, establishing
the capital of Santiago, as well as the
coastal Cllies of La Serena, Valparaiso, and
Concepcion, the interior town of Villarrica,
and the riverside city of Valdivia. He also
sent forces south to explore the Strait of
Magellan from the western side, helping
establish Chile’s claim to the continent’s
southernmaost areas,

Initial good relations between the
Mapuche and the Spanish soon deter-
iorated, leading to the Araucanian wars
which lasted over thiee centuries, Valdivia
himself died in the 1553 Battle of Tucapel
against the Mapuche, but his exploits and
organizationa skills laid the foundation for
the cauntry that would become Chile,

The main goal of the conquistadores was
to getrich and, when the gold they hoped
for proved an itlusion, they and their
successors had to find alternatives. The
Spanish Crown, with a vested interest in the
new colonies, offered them wealth in the
form of encomiendas, where power over
large areas of land and its indigenous
inhabitants were “entrusted” (encomendacio)

Fedro de Valdivia

1398 Mapuche uprising
expels Spaniards from
area south of Rio Blo & |

1430 1500 1550
i 1484 Trealy of Tordeslitas V52 Frangisco
divides the New world Pizarro first Jands 1541 Pedio | 1865 Firs
Incan tulet Betveen Spain and Portugal | inPery de Valdivia Audiencia de Chile,
Huayng feundsthe | heldin the city of
Capac \ 1518 Dicgo de Almagio Legins | { cay of Concepcidn
expedition to Chile from Peru Santiago
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to Spanish settlers, At the same time, the
cathalic Church saw in this system an
ppporiunity for evangelizing millions of
possible converts. Both these factors
berame the basis of economic and
soc al reorganization in the absence
of Incan authority.

The encomignda lost its value as the
ndigenous population declined
under the impact of smallpox
{brought by the Spanish} and
other diseases. In some cases,
population numbers fell by more
than 90 percent, and there were
no more Indians to pay tribute
Mortality rates were highest in
the coastal lowlands, where the
cimate favored the propagation of disease

With no one to pay tribute, the Spaniards
adapted by creating large rural estates,
commonly known as haciendas, although
ther profitability was limited as there was no
labor to work therm. This changed as lower-
c'ass Spaniards cohabited with indigenous
women, creating the mestizo population,
However, this brought new social problems
the fatifundistas (landowners) monopolized

Chitean leader Bemardo
CHiggins (1778-1842)

-

the best agricultural lands, whila the
mestizos became resident laborers, and |
neighboring minifundistas (peasants)

struggled to put enough on the table

Collapse of Colonialism

The issue of access to land divided Chilzans
wellinto the 20th century, but in the shart
term, it was less significant than their
increasing alienation from Spain.,
Although there was a governor in
e Santiago, Chile was an administrative
™Y subdivision of the Lima-based
¥ Vicesoyalty of Peru, which in tumn
depended on Spain for authority. Local
criolos (South American-born
Spaniards} grew restive with
Madrid's rule, as their interests began to
diverge from those of the Europeans. Events
came 10 a head when Napoleon's invasion
of Spain undercut the empire’s conkrol over
its distant colonies. Figures on the empire’s
periphery, such as Chile’s Bernardo O'Higgins,
son of the Viceroy of Lima, and Argentinas
José de San Martin, represented the
aspirations of the ¢riollo population, and
ed the campaign for independence.

A 1%th-century lithagraph depicting life on a Chilean hacienda

¥¥i2 Dutchman Jacob Roggeveen Is the first
European to land on Easter Island, at a time of
peate among the island's inhabitants

1748 Bahia Corral, marking the tiver entrance
1o Valdivia, is secured with 17 forts

Captain James Cook

TFT4 Captain James Cook
visits Easter Island to find
lecal society in disarray

YIHE Birth of l
Bemarde O'Higgins
808 Napoleon
invades Spain
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Independence and Republic

As the tensions between Spain and the
crioflos exacerbated, and Spain's European
relations grew problematic, Chilean patriots
plotted to overthrow the Spaniards. Led by
O'Higgins, they declared a govern ng junta
n 1810. The declaration unleashed a Royalist
reaction that culminated in the 1814 Battie
of Rancagua, with many high-profile rebels
‘mprisoned on the Juan Fernandez arch-
ipelago as a result. O'Higgins fled across the
Andes 1o Mendoza, where he joined forces
with Argentine liberator José de San Martin,
Three years later, San Martin's Ejéreito de los
Andes (Army of the Andes) defeated the
Spaniards at Chacabuco and entered
Santiago with an invitation for him 1o
become Chile's Supreme Directaor, San
Martin declined in favar of O'Higgins and
proceeded narth to liberate Peru,

! @30 Cremion of Primera Junia de 1837 Diego ﬁ’;g;fg;‘; ||
Lebietno (First Governing Bady) 1833 Conglitation Portales |
| ol 1833 exccuted in a
| 1818 Chile declares brief uprising
| independence
1810 L FE] 1840 T
1818 8antle 12 Bernardo |
1Rancagua - OHiggins i i
exiled to Lima V83 Discovery of sl 1849 Calilainiy
its at Ch, iilo L
p——— deposits at Chanarcilo b Gold Rush

Siatue of Juan Godoy ar

Chicabuco Copiand

The declaration of independence in 1518, painted by Chilean artist Pedra Subercaseaux in 1945

T

After overseeing Chile's declaration of
independence in 1818, O'Higgins spent five
tumultuous years as head of state, consolidating
the country but angering conservatives who
objected 1o his secularism and sacial activism
Over the following years, the influence of
pro-business politicians and landewners grew
unitil, after a brief civil war that ended in 1830,
Santiago-born entrepreneur Diego Portales
ererged as the power behind a new
conservative regime. Portales was respansible
for the Constitution of 1833, which created a
centralized government and installad Roman

Catholicism as the official religion. Portales’s

constitution lasted until 1925, I
On the economic front, the country enjayed

a baom during this period, thanks to a siver

strike at Chanarcillo, in the Atacama region, that

enriched the national treasury, Additionally, the

mid-15th century California Gold Rush macle

muleteet Juan Godey
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yalparaiso a major stopover for ships
rounding Cape Horn, and San Francisco
pecame 2 huge market for Chilean wheat
The key beneficiaries of this boom were the
landowners; resident laborers and the
peasantry farmed a permanent underclass of
Rave-nots that would become ane of Chiles
great social dilemmas in the 20th century

Territorial Expansion

At the time of independence, Chile’s territary
stretched only from Copiapd in the Atacama
to Concepcion in the Central Valley, plus a few
precarious outliers such as Valdivia and Chiloe.
Beyond Copiapd, Bolivia and Peru held the
Atacama’s nitrate-rich lands. In Bolivia, these
were controlled by Chilean investors, who
balked at paying export taxes at the port-
city of Antofagasta, In a move 10 negate this,
Chitean military occupied the city in 1879,
wWhen Bolivia invoked Peruvian assistance,
it unleashed the 4-year War of the Pacific,
which ended in an overwhelming Chilean
victory. Not only did Chile gain Antofagasta,
it also occupied Peru’s southern provinces
of Tacna, Arica, and Tarapaca, and even the
capital, Lima. It eventually returned Lima and
Tacna to Pery, but kept Arica and Tarapaca
to form its present northern border,

Naval combal [%8
between Chile
and Pery, War
cofthe Pacific
1855 = 1aT0
173 Potaganian
wool boom

T War of the Pacific begins as Chileans

1881 Treary with the

Arducanian wars
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Mitrate extraction plant in the Atacama desert

While consofidating its northern frontier,
Chie also looked south, where just beyond
Rio Bio Big, the Mapuche-contralled lands
of Arauco were a dangerous frantier for
settlers. Only the Patagonian territories,

in and around Punta Arenas and in the
vitinity of present-day Aisén, were under
definitive Chilean control.

n 1881, the government concluded a
series of treaties with the Mapuche that
finally ended the Araucanian wars. In the
process, it opened the area south of the
Bio Bio to European immigration, mainly
German, that left a visible impact on the
landscape, with its shingled houses and
dairy farms. At the same time, the country’s
growing navy solidified its presence from ;
the desert north to Patagonia and beyond,
A woo!l boom that started in the mid-1870s

made the Magallanes region

especially prosperous. In 1888,

Chite also annexed Easter Island.
Around this time President José

8 Manuel Balmaceda faced a brief civil

% war for attempting to distribute the

d nation's new-found riches mare evenly

through the poputation. This ended

with his suicide in 1891, and the

consolidation of conservative power.

Joud Manuel Balmaceda (1830-61)

1883 War of the
Pacilic ends with
victory for Chile

Mapuche ends

1BES
¥ Civil war and
1888 Annexalion of suicide of President
Easter klang Balmaceda

occupy the port-city of Antofagasta
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Escuela Santa Markz de quigue, site of the 1907 massacre

Economic Decline

With revenues booming from the profits of

the mining and shipping industries, Chile
had reason for optimism at the start of the
20th century. Yet there were clouds on the
harizon, In 1907, one of the most notoriaus
incidents in Chilean labor history occurred
when the pafice and military slaughtered
hundreds of striking workers and their
family members, who had occupied a
schoal in the mining town of Iquique to
protest against low salaries and poor
warking conditions. At the same time,
synthetic nitrates began to replace the low-
yie'd ores of the Atacama mines. As a result,

Ships at Valparaisa harber, depicted by Edward Willman in 1840

1907 Mansacre of siriking miners
a1 £1iely Santa Marta de lquique

1920 Arturg
1914 Inauguration of | Alessandr elected
Panama Canat president*
19 1920
1810 hile 1923 Chuquicamata |
| Exploration ‘ sold 10 Anaconda
| -ompany beging Copper Company
Tifirg copper at g
huguicamata opper at Chugquicamata

| many mining oficinas (company
towns) and ports withered from lack
of wraffic. Meanwhile, the opening of
the Panarma Canal in 1914 redyced
commerce around Cape Horn, 50 the
thriving port of Valparaiso went intg
sudden decline. Almost simul-
taneously, World War | nearly
eliminated trade with traditiona
partners such as the UK and Germany,
Chile was, in effect, on its own.

As the nitrate mines closed, many miners
moved to Santiago and other cities, where
they became part of an increasingly militant
working class. The rural population found
limited opportunities in the countrysice,
especially as large rural estates still
monapolized the best land; smallholders,
whose marginal properties often lacked basic
amenities such as irrigation water, were
unable to support growing farilies.

The New Constitutionalism

Despite the depressing social and economic
conditions, the 19205 began auspiciously in
Chile with the election of reformer Arturo
Alessandri as president. Alessandri realized the

| 1925 Constitution of 1925;
Alessandi resigns under pressuze
Trom Carlos Ibdhez del Campo

Artuto Alessand,
{1868-1950

=

1921 Ibifiez del Campo resigns
and goes into exile

1929 Great Depression beging
inthe US

1927 Ibdiez del Campo becomes
president and de facio dctator

ceriousness of the situation, but could.not
ccome a conservative congress. This sgon
ovevoked a military coup. which resulted in
z:zssandri's resignation and e>‘(ile, aswell as the
new Constitution of 1925, which created a
more powerful executive and separated
church and state. However, 1hg Great g8
Depression of the 1930s combined
with the authoritarian tendencies
of the new president, army general
Carlos Ibanez del Campo, paved
the way for Alessandri’s return. The
following decades braught political
fragmentation with an electoraie
evenly divided among a radical left,
a bourgeois center, and an authoritarian right.
During this period, copper became Chile’s
prime revenue earner, and the US-owned
anaconda Copper Company exerted an
enormous influence in the country, even as
urban and rural discontent festered. Elected
in 1964, President Eduardo Frei Montalva tried
to deal with these issues through land reform
and by promoting the participation of Chilean
investors in the mining sector. However, Frei’s
well-intentioned measures could not satisfy
aither side. The far left would accept nothing
less than confiscation of the large estates
and nationalization of the copper industry,
while the landowners and mining magnates
resisted any change to the status quo. In
1570, the election of the socialist Salvador
Alende Gossens changed everything.

The Allende Presidency

Allende, who first ran for president in 1952,
was a true radical who envisioned a total
transformation of Chilean society. In 1970, in
a close election, he finishad first, though his

(191182

Catlos Ibdfez
del Campo {1877-1960)

Eduardo Frel Montalva

leftist Unidad Popular coalition candidacy
won 36.6 percent of the vote, while his
oppanents Jorge Alessandri Rodriguez and
Radomiro Tomnic took 34.9 percent and 27.8
percent respectively. in the absence of a
clear majority, the election passed to the
Congress who, by custom, chose the
leading candidate as president. Once

m in office, Allende nationalized the
=} copper industry, but also confiscated
some 7,700 sq miles (20,000 sq km)
of agricultural land for redistribution,
encouraging informal occupation of
private landholdings that
resulted in rural violence. At the
same time, Allende tried to satisfy the
urban working class with large wage
increases and spending deficits that
contributed to runaway inflation

However, these measures faifed to
satisfy groups such as the rightist Patria
y Libertad and leftist Movimiento de
lzquierda Revolucionaria, who helped
make the country ungovernable, with
the result that political assassinations
became commonplace. In the midst of
this chaos, Allende appointed General
Augusto Pinochet Ugarte as commander-
in-chief of the army,

Salvador Allende, elected president on October 24, 1970

973 Allende appoints Augusto
Pinochet Ugarte as commandet-in
chief of the armed forces

1970 Salvador Allende elected as president

1950 1960 1T
191 Chilean Congress
1953 Salvador Allende nationalizes
runs for presidency for 1984 Eduardo Frei copper mines
the first time; Ibdfiez Montalva elected to
del Campo elected presidency

Augusto Pinocher Ui
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General Augusto Pinochet on a visit fo Los Andes, luly 1987

The Pinochet Regime

A little-known careerist, Augusto Pinachet
surprised almost everyone when, barely
three weeks after his appointment as
commandler-in-chief, he led a sudden brutal
coup that overthrew Salvador Allende,
who committed suicide as the air force
attacked Santiago's presidential palace on
September 11, 1973. The foltowing months
were even maore brutal, as the armed
forces locked down the country with a
curfew, banned political parties, imprisoned
political dissidents, and executed many
in campaigns such as General Sergio
Arellano Stark’s so-called Caravan of Death,
At least 3.000 died ordisappeared; and
many more were tortured. Pinochet also
sent agents beyond Chile’s borders to
kill exiled Carlos Prats, his predecessor
as commander-in-chief, and Allende’s
former foreign minister, Orlando Letelier,
Pinochet had no campunction about
increasing his personal power, or
accumulating personal wealth despite
cultivating an image of incoruptibility,
However, he also tried 10 remake Chitean

society. Implementing his beliefs in
free-market capitalism, he oversaw
a wholesale transformation of the

' economy, eliminating government
regulations, privatizing health and
pension plans, encauraging foreign
investment, and selling off most
state enterprises. An ecanomic
recovery gave him sufficient
confidence to hold a plehiscite in
1980, to extend his "presidency”
until 1989 and ratify a new
constitution. Despite some dubious
rules, he won the plebiscite by a wide
margin and, even more confidently,
permitted political parties to operate openly
in 1987. The Constitution of 1980, written
by conservative lawyer Jaime Guzman,
stipulated another plebiscite, in 1988, that
could extend his mandate until 1997, This
time, however, a coalition of centrist and
center-left parties rallied against him and,
galvanized by a bald televised appearance
from socialist politician Ricardo Lagos, the
vote was emphatically against Pinochet,

Restaring Democracy

In 1985, the center-left aligned Concertacion
coalition’s candidate Patricio Aylwin wan
the presidency, but Guzman's constitution
limited political change to a snails pace.
Among other provisions, it created the
lifetime position of Institutional Senator that
allowed former presidents, such as Pinochet
himself. to assume a congressional role that
also stipulated legislative immunity. Four
years later, the Concertacion's Eduardo Frei
Ruiz-Tagle won the presidency and, as the
economy grew steadily, with only minor

Celebutions foliowvin the plebiscize agains! Pnocher
1984 Pinochet 1889 Pavricio Aytwin
! loses picbiscire clected as president
1978 1980 1985 1980 1995
1978 . 1991 Lavayer Jaime
1980 Mcbiscite Guzman assassinaied
approves Constiuion 1287 Polilical in Samlago
. of 1980 and cight mare  parties once again
years of Pinochet s jule operate opely 8 Eduardo Frei Ruiz Tagle

clected president
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tinkering, therewas  armed forces it also reduced the presidential

neither demand term to four years, but alowed ex p:emder.\[s
nor suppart for 1o run for non-consecutive re-election. Chile's
nvestigating Concertacion governments have largely _
the Pinochet cantinued the economic course set by their
dictatorshins human  predecessors White these policies have led 1o
rights abuses, Latin America’s most stable economy, the

Conwinced of his gap between rich and poor has grown rather
immunity, Pinochet than diminished and unemployment
traveled freely both at - remains higher than desirable. )

In 2006, Chileans made history by
choosing the Concertacion’s Michelle
Bachelet, a former defense minister, as the
country’s first famale president. After initial
ups and downs, Bachelet drew praise for her
handling of the Chilean economy during the
global crisis of 2009. In March 2010, her term
expired and Sebastidn Piera, the opposition
Alianza party’s candidate, became president,
detention broke the spell, Soon thereafter,  Bachelet theq succeeded Piferain 2014, 10
Chilean judge Juan Guzman successfully become president for a second term
¢hallenged Pinochet’s immunity and opened : L
investigations into the Caravan of Death and {
ather cases, as well as questionable overseas
bank accounts that destroyed whatever
credibility remained, While never convicied
before his death in late 2008, Pinochet was
effectively exorcised from public life,

Fouardo Fred futz-Tagle,
president 1994- 2000

hosne and abroad, until. an a medical visit o
Lendon in October 1598, he found himself
under house arrest on the order of Spanl‘.sh
judge galtazar Garzon, who requested his
extradition in an investigation into deaths
and disappearances of Spanish citizens in
the 1973 coup.

Garzén never achieved Pinochet's
extradition to Spain, but the London

Post-Pinochet Chile

The election of Ricardo Lagos in 2000 marked
e consolidarion of Chilean democracy.
Before his 6-year term ended, the third
consecutive Concertacion president
managed tc amend some of the
constitution’s most anti-democratic
provisions, gliminating non-elected senators
and restoring the president’s authority to
riemave the commander-in-chief of the

Sebasudn Picra

1994 Pincchet placed 2070 Sebastidn Pitera elected atarally

| i sident; central Chile stiuck
under house arzest | 208 Riggs Bank case oresident;
London ‘ uncovers secrel Pinochet | by a majer earthquake
Bark accounts {olowed by several aftershocks
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