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WEST OF SANTIAGO CENTRO

The sprawling area west of Santiago there are plenty of handsome and well-
Centro encompasses the city's oldest preserved examples of early 20th-century
neightorhoads, including Barrio Brasil, Neo-Classical and French architecture.
Barric Concha y Toro, Barrio Yungay, and Some of the capital’s most interesting
parrio Dieciocho. These districts were home

museums and galleries can also be
(o the city’s alite before they took flight found here, especially around the

northeast toward the Andean foothills. verdant Parque Quinta Normal, the
Few eafly Cotonial buildings remain, but cultural nucleus of this area.
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SANTIAGDO AREA BY AREA

0 Parque Quinta Normal

Setupin 1842 to propagate foreign plants, Parque Quinta
Normal is famous for its wide variety of tree species. Many of
these were planted by French naturalist Claudio Gay, whose
extensive pioneering studies of Chilean flora and fauna gave
birth 10 the city's Museo Nacional de Historia Natural and to
the park itself. In its early years, Quinta Normal was also used
for agricultural studies and in 1928 it was incorporated into
the University of Chile as the School of Agronomy and
Veterinary Sciences. Today, the park is only a fraction of its
earlier size, but it remains popular owing to its large lawns
and mature trees. The park is also home to a handfu! of
scientific museums, picnic areas, and an artificial lake.

Parque Quinta Normal

@® Musea de la Memoria y los
Derechos Humanos

(D Musco Nacional de
Historia Natural

@ MAC Espacio Quinta
Normial

@ Museo Artoouin:

® Musco Ferroviatio

(@ Musco de Cienglay
Tetnologia

Ometers 200
————

Dyards 200

AVENIDA PORTALES

@

{5 Museo de la Memoria y
los Derechos Humanos
Fatecana 501, Tel (023 2697 XKD
[®) Quinta Norma?, Open 10am-6Gprm
Tue- Sun. Closed public holidays.
voluntary donations. B3 () D
@ museodelamemoria.cl
The Museum of Memory and
Human Rights opened in 2010
asa memorial 10 the victims of
Chite's military dickatorship
(1973 90},

Among the items on display
are persenal leners, officia
dotuments, and government
propaganda, dlongside
nformation on toruse
methods and some of the
mplements uied, olfering
vivid and grisly 1estimony
1o the horrors of the time

©®

Parque Quinta Normal

aswell as the historical
Lackgiound thas Jed to the
rise of the dictatorship,
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The building is vast and
spacious, utilizing its interior
for multimetha exhibits of
the notoricus regime and its
survivors, with the objective
of entouraging reflection and
debate on buman rights.
Although a wvisit here is a
sobering experience, itis a'so
valuable in understanding
Chile's past and present.

o

Mature trees in the popular Parque Quinta Normal

[ Museo Nacional de
Historia Natural

Parque Quintay Normal. Tel {02) s
4615 B8 Quinta Mot Open 110
5 30pm Tue-Sa, 18are-8 30pin Suey
hals ‘exc Mon). 9 3 (3 mnbngl
Santiago’s museum of natural
history is housed in a stately
Neo-Classical edifice that was
built in 1875 for the city’s first
Internaticnal Fxposition. The
huilding was handed over 1o
the museum in 1876. The lofty
main hall, near the entrance, is
dominated by the skeleton of a
juvenile fin whale. Displays aie
divided into 12 categories,
including insects, lora, and
cultural anthrepology. These is
also a salon dedicated to the
native forests of Chile, with
wood stabs showing the age of
such giants as alerce, the warld's
second oldest ree The building
is open but undergoing repair
work after being damaged in
the 2000 carthquake (see p23).

[ MAC Espacio

Quinta Normal

Aveniue Matucana 463 Tel (02) 681
7813. 3 Quinta Normal Open
T1am 7pm Tues Sun (1o Gpm St
O3 (3 macuchllecl
Housed in a Neo-Classical
palace built in the early 1900
and called the Palacio Versailles,
this museum is a branch of the
Musco de Arie Conteimporaneo
(sce $275). In 2005, MAC briefly
ielocated here while its salons
in the Palacio de Bellas Artes
were renovaled. Since then,
this building has been retained
by MAC for shows, With 12
spacious salons surreunding a
central plaza, the museurn hosts
lmge expositions of up- and
coming national artists and
large international expositions
such as Germeany's [ luxus and

of Museo Atequin

1o Paulo Biennial. The
awaiting designation
1l monument

me
palz
asanal

@) Museo Artequin
Portaies 3530 Tel (02) 2682

&) Cumia Nonnal Open
fue- i, Harm-opr
Closed (et (O D)
[ artequin.cl
An olibeat muscum featuring
1e;woductions of the world's
GIOAICST PANLETS, the Museo
Antequin is tocated inihe
ounjecus Pabeflon Paris that
was dosigned 10 represent Chile
at EB59 Universal Exposition
i he Pabellén’s Art
N sufagade and imeriors
e the work of Fiench architect
lenni Picg. The structure was
teilt using iran, sicel, and zing,
1 a clear reference to the
ndustrial Revolution, Alsa
foaturcd wese works by
tempotaty figures such
aseriter and artist Pedro
11 (1845-1912). The Pabellon
was built in Paris, taken apart,
and later reassembled at Parque
rita Normal, where it housed
3 museum on minerals and
stallurgy. 1n 1992, the
tellon was rencvated and
nencd as the present-day
Museo Areauin
he putpose of the ruseum
1o inspire and educime
dren and adulis alike about
t through a real™ version of
wworld's best paintings. On
lisplay are prints of some of
waorld’s greatest artists,
ach represented by a picce
fo1 which he is best known
Among the mosk recognizable
1ernational names are Goya,
ali, Kahto, and Kandinsky.
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) Museo Ferroviario
La:que Quinita Norraal, Tel 021 2681
AG27. [ Cuisla Norrsal. Open
100 & S0prst Tue- Fri, 11aim- 5 50pm
st &S ) ) corpdieyt.cl
Housing one of the moss
important ¢ clfections of steain
locomaotives in Latin Amicrica,
the Musco Ferrovianin is spread
across 5 acres (2 harin the
southwest corner of the Quirita
Normal, On display are 10
locomotives and three wagons
the oldest of which is a Rogers
locomotve type 22 built in 1894,
Locomaotive type 20, made by
the now defunct Sociedad de
Maestronza y Glavanizaciones
from € aleta Abarca, is a pristing
example of a locally built
machine Also on display is a
Kitson Meyer locomotive built
in 1909 in Loeds, UK. This scrved
the Feriocam] Transarwding
(Transandine Raitway) that, until
1671, connegted Los Andes (sce
p138 in Chile with Mendoza in
Argentina - adistance of 154
miles (248 ki across the
precarious peaks of the Andes. In
all, there were nine lo¢omotves
used for the Andean passage,
of whit h only twoemain
Visitors ¢ a1 also view the
restored 1923 presidential
carmage used by former
mesidents Arturo Alessandri
(1868-1950) and Carlos Ibinez
del Campo (1877-1960).

Museo de Ciencla

y Tecnologia

Parque Quints Normal, Tel {02) 1081
6022 [&) Quinta Rormal. Open
Wom - Gpm Tue - Fr, 1am-0pm S &
sun. F3 [ € museodeciencia.cl
Sot upin 1985, the Museo de
Ciencla y Teenologia was thi
first interag tive

VISITORS' CHECKLIST

Practlcal Information
Aenitdy Rattacna S0

City Map | A2 Tel (02 2680
0119, () Quirta Nornal
Open Do T iy

Interactive displays for children at the
Museo de Ciencia y Tenologia

muscum in the country i
designed to engage childrenn
science and wehnology The
‘muscum is housed inva bisiing
called the Parshenon, aGieco-
Roman style edfice beltn 1834
by Naples born artist Alejandro
Cicarelli and inaugurated by
Chilean painter Peciio Lira, who
sought 1o Create a permanent
exhibition hall for art. Intesactive
Alisplays are offered on
astronomy, geology, mechanics,
technotogy. and many more.
Although interesting, it has
been overshadowed by the
Museo Interactivo Mirador {see
p105k1n 1887, the Union de
Arte epened the city’s fust Fine
Arts Museum hese. It later
became the Musco de Arte
Contemporaneo {MAC), then in
1974 it was transferied to 15
cunent location in Parque
Forestal, in cential
Santlago.

The 1909 Kitson: Meyer enqine at Museo Ferroviario

For hotels and restaurants in this area see p276 and pp290-91
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© Museo
Pedagdgico
Gabriela Mistral

“ANAR PR NN e L E

Chacabuco 365. City Map 1 A2,
Tal (02) 2681-8169. =] Quinta Notrmal,
Open 10am-5pm Mon-Frj,
10am-4pm Sat. [

[ museodelaeducacion.cl

Housed in the Escuela Normal
Brigada Walker, the Museo
Pedagdgico Gabriefa Mistral
tracks the history and develop-
ment of education in Chile, The
building, originally from 1886,
underwent a two-decade
renovation and reopened in
2006, The museum is named for
Nobel faureate and litesary artist
Gabriela Misteal fsee p30), who
was an educater throughout
most of her life in spite of having
left school at the age of 12, Self-
1aught and born with a natural
verbal dexterity, Mistral became
an advocate for education in
fesponse to the lack of cppor-
tunities for schooting in Chile,
This education museum
was launchedin 1941 as an
exposition by the Museo
Nacional de Bellas Artes fsee
p75) to celebrate Santiago's
400th anniversary. Its
exhibilions explored the history
of education from the Colonial
period onward. Following the
popular success of the
exposition, director Carlos
Stwardo combed through grade
schools and even Industrial and
mining schools in search of
material and furniture 1o
establish a permanent collection.
Today, the collection consists of
more than 6,500 historical pieces,
including antigue maps, school
desks, and skilts-based teaching

nRCA g

Redbrick fagade of the Museo Pedagdgico
Gabriela Mistral

machines, abacuses, and more.
There is also an extensive library
of some 40,000 texts covering
education, as well as a photo
library of 6,000 digitatized
images that track the hisiory

of education in the country.

O Biblioteca de
Santiago

Avenida Matucana 151, City Map |
A3 Tel (02) 2328-2000. (=) Quinta
Normal. Open | 1am-830pm Tue-Fii,

Ham-5pm Sa: & Sun, (3
(3 bibliotecasantiago.cl

Opened in 2005, this was
Chile's first major public library.
Itwas built near Quinta Normal
(see pp8O-81}in an effort 10
creaie 3 center of cultusal and
educational development,
Housed in a former government
supply warehouse built in the
1930s, it has given the peaple of
Santiago access 10 a vast range
of literature, audiovisual and
research materials, computer
centers, auditoriums, conference

apparatus such as sewing

>

The children's reading room at Biblioseca de Santiago

rooms, ongoing lectures, and a
children’s section,

Far hotels and restauronts in this areq Seep276 and pp290-97

O Matucana 100

Avenida Matucana 100, Estacign
Central. City Map | A3. Tel (07) 2964.
9240 (5] Quirisa Normal, Open
Ham-3prn & 4-8pm Mor: Wed,
Ham-3pm & 4-9pm Thi & Fri,
5+-9pm Sa1& Sun. B € m100.¢

Another gallery founded negy
Parque Quinta Narmal, Matucan,
100 s set in a mammozh brick
warehouse built In 1911 for the
state railway company. The
gallery was designed in 2001 1o
create a space in which a variety
of ast forms could participate
simultaneously - whether
cinema, theater, artwork, phota
graphy, or music. Over the past
decade, the center has grown 15
include a farge art gallery and a
concert hall. It now focuses
solely on contemporary works
principally by national artists.

O Planetario
USACH

Avenida Alameda 3249, Estacidn
Cenual. City Map t A4, Tel (02 2718
2900 (&) Estacién Central. Open from
2pm Sat, Sun & hols 5 [

[ planetariochite.cl

The University of Santiago's
planetarium is one of Latin
America’s most prominent
astronomy education centers, Its
projection dome, the Sala Albert
Einstein, has an unusual conical
design. Made of copper, it is 72 ft
(22 m) in diameter, and has a Carl
Zeiss model VI projector that uses
160 tenses, allowing visitors 10
observe the moon and the solar
system, and over 5,000 stars in
both hemispheres. Of particular
interest are the special expos-
itions that highlight discoveries
by Chile’s top astronomical
observatories. The planetarium
offers workshops, audiovisual
salons, and expositions for both
children and adults,

O Barrio Brasil

ChtyMap 102 (%) 05 Hioas,
Inta Ana

During the eatly 20th cenury,
Barrio Brasil was a posh

tesidential neighborhood.

e

. tlonai Freedom nfe Press Fountain at Plazoletz dela Libertad de Prensa, Banio Contha y Taro
Internd

By the 1940s, wealthy residents | a

igrati d
an migrating eastward,
;ﬁasd the Andes. Later, the

ighway severed the
E;gghborhood from the rest
of the city, and Barrio Brasil
was by and large forgotten.

Valdés off Compania beiween

Esperanza and Maipu. B(:]lh are
i bblestone walkways that

consiuction of e Hare-Sur gc)ude a strong European feel.

Other vestiges of Barrio

Yungay's past can be seen

at the restaurant Boulevard
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nid Maiptl, and Pasaje Lucrecia

home af poet Vicente Huidobro
is now the popular Zully
restaurant {see p291). The
picturesque Plazoleta de la
Libertad de Prensa, often

used as a set for television
productions, was named in
1994 in hanor of the Woild

Thanks to this, the area escaped | Lavaud {see p290). Press Freedom Day.
development and rmany of itsh_

d early 20th-century Gothic .
9 Neo-Classical mansions ©Barrio Conchay |© N_lusq:l dg la
have been left intact. As a Toro Solidarida

result, Barrio Brasil is now

one of the most picturesque
areas in Santiago. It has also
experienced a cultural and
architectural resurgence,

due to the presence of many
universities nearby. Artists and
musiclans have moved in
drawn by Barrio Brasil's eclectic
ambience. Today, trendy lofts
and funky restaurants sit
alengside traditional picadas
and bars. The streets of nearby
Barrio Yungay are especially
well preserved, the most
beautifu’ being Pasaje Adriana
Cousifio between Huérfanos

fi typical house from the eatly 19005 in

Clty Map | (3.5 Republica.

Dating frem the 1920s, Barrio
Concha y Toro is one of
Santiago's best-preserved
neighborhoods, comprising
rmansions built by the
flourishing upper class in the
early 20th century. The area was
initially owned by enginear-
entrepreneur Enrique Conchay
Toro and his wife Teresa Cazotie,
who reaped a fortune in mining
in the late 1800s. They scught 1o
replicate European towns with
sinuous cobblesione streets,
closely grouped buildings
behind a continual fagade, and
a tiny plaza. The best Chilean
architects of the time - Larraln
Bravo, Siegel, Gonzélez Cortés,
Machiacaq, and Bianchi - were
entrusted with the design.
They created a cohesive style
incorporating influences such
as Nea-Gothic, Neo-Classic,
Baroque, and even Bashaus.
Hightlights include the Teatro
Carrera, built in 1926 by
Gustavo Monckeberg and
modeled afier the Teatre des

Republica 475 City Map 1 C4.
Tel (02) 2689-8761 [ Republica.
Open 10am-6pm Tug-Sun.
sunfree 7 () B mssa.cl

Set in the former headquarters
of DINA, the sectet police
during the Pinochet military
dictatorship (see p52), the Museo
de la Solidaridad is the only
museun In Latin America
conslsting entirely of works
donated by artists. In an act of
solidarity with the gavernment
of Salvador Allende (see p51),
artists in 1971 founded this
museum with a callection of
muoee than 400 pieces by such
names as Joan Mird, Alexander
Calder, Victor Vasarely, and
Roberto Matta, After Salvador
Allende’s overthraw, the works
were hidden in the Museo de
Arie Contemporaneo {seg p75!
The museum’s administration
maved to Paris, where artists
continued to donate until the
rollection reached some 1,50
pieces. The works date from
1950 1o 1980, and many of
them evoke the social struggle

Barrio Brasil

Presidents in Paris. The former

of Latin Americans,

[
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The 19th-century faade of the renowned
Conditerla Torres

O Barrio Dieciocho
City Map D+ (5 105 Heoes,

During the turn of the 20th
century Santiago’s posh neigh-
borhood was centered around
Calle Dicciocho Wealthy famifies
erected opulent mansions here,
as ameans of flaunting the'r
newfound fortune from
shipping and miping. The
constructions seflect the
nliuence of European styles,
puncipally French, Santiago's
elite has since moved upiown,
yet the architectural gorns they
built can sull be seen. in spite of
the fact that ihe neighborhood
looks a little waorse for woar
Among its best ae the
Subercaseaux Mansion at
No.190, Residencia Eguiguien
at No.102, and the Palacio
Astoreca at No.121. The grand
buildings are now accupied by
university groups, ibraries, and
other associations.

Rich furnishings i the central hall of Patacio Cousiig

© Confiteria Torres

brocade tapestrics, atian

| Aconida Alymedy 1570, City Map ?

D3 Tel (02) 2688 4751, (=) Los Hisoues,

| Open 10:30mn- midnighs Mon- Sat.
2 [ confiteriatorres.cl

Opened in 1879, the Confitera
Tortes is Santiago’s oldest café
It served Santiago's politicians,
intellectuals, and elite society

| when the Barrio Dicciocho area

was still considered tashionable,

Renovations in 2004 salvaged

| the old red leather booihs,
French doors, and long cak

! bar, and the café’s antique
ambience is stll qquite palpable
The Confitetia is steeped in
history and has produced
several emblematic clements
of Chile's culinary repenoire.
The barras luco, a beet sandvich
with melied ¢hegse, is named
for former president Barros
Luco, who ordered one every
time he came. The cofo de
moiio apernitif of aguardicric,
milk and ¢ offee, was also
invented hete,

@ Palacio Cousiio

Calle Dicciocho 138 City Map 1 D4
Tel (02) 2386 7428, ) toesca

Open 300 -1 30pm Mon i
1 C2E9 palaclocousina.co.cl

Built berween 1870 and 1878,

' the Patacio C ousisio was the

MOst extrvayant mansion

of lts day. it was designed by
french architee Paul Lathoud
{o1 the Cousisio family, who had
made 3 fortune in mining and
shipping. From Europe, the
Cousifos imported walniut

and mahogany parquet floors

For hotets and restaurants in this ared see p276 dnd pp290-91

marble and French
cmbiaidered cunains, alory
with European artisans to -1y |
these fineries. The mansion i,
housed the country’s fissy
elevator The palace was
auctioned off 1o Santiago’s
mayar in 1310, who donate:
itto the aty. Subsequently. it
was used to house visitng
dignitanes such as Golda Me,r,
Charies de Gaulle, and Belgian
king Balduime. It 1968, the
MANSION was converted ing
amuseurn that preserved the
house as it wis during the
19th century. Palacio Cousifio
sulfesed major damage during
the 2010 eanthquake, but the
gaden is open for tours.

Distinctive cupola of Santiago’s Basitica de
los Sacramentings

@ Basilica de los
Sacramentinos

Atluio Prat 471 City Map - £4. Tel
102) 2638 3169 () Toewa Open
10am 12 30pm &4 Fn fue Fii,

Designed by asclitect Ricarda
Lanain Bravo, the Basilic a de las
Sacramentings was built as an
imitation of the Sacré-Coeur of
Paris, between 1919 and 1931

The church is notable for its
Roman Byzantne architecture
and the crypt, 34925 11 (1.500-m)
long burial chamber that s
undemcath. The parquet floors
are the first of their kind 1o be
made in Chile. The wooden
pulpit, confesstonals, and seats
were all hand carved by
Saleslans, a Roman Cathotlfc
arder Also of interest are the
Trench stained glass and the

atga ymporidr] from Gc;r_n:my.
The s ysuflered significart
damagje s he ZQIU carthauake,
putit e AN opeENn 1o lhs'.‘
hilic Tihe CALCTIo (550 fovely,
and ssude Mo prleasant by
e Altagio. wlich lies

Patij o
hed out before it

strcit

@ Parque Bernardo

O'Higgins

Sc‘c: At Beanchefl &

A o craral City Map 2 05,
....'<‘!|‘L.ri!.(_;gi1|

()@pen( i Epim danty

T hesan Latis {503 18619

The «apita’s second-largest patk
1§ 3 POjIIir FRCICation area for
familics and a MAjor staging arcd
{.x the T lestas Patiias cclebrations
e pn3i-71 Named for one of
Chite’s tounding fathers,
Bemando O'Higgins, the parkis
holne 10 Lennis Courts, soccer
ficlds, an antificial take, Santiago’s
largest ndoor music stadiem,
and o public peol. A curious
aspec tof the pask is the Campo
de Marte. a gigantic strip of
engiese that resermbles a
ncing stnp. Military parades
Lake place here every
September 19, drawing
thousands of spectators,
Among the park’s atuactions
£l Pueblite. a mock Colonial
e with simple restaurants
ving traditional cuising.
sted here e tw museuIms.
11 Museo de Huaso depicts
cudture and history of the
whoys of the Central Valloy
127}, while the Museo de
Insectos y Caracolas houses a
e tion of bunterfly and insect
plays. There are also artisan
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Entrance o Fantasitandéa, Chile’s largest amusement park -

workshops and fais at the Plaza
de las Artesanias. Duriry the
Fiessas Patrias, the grounds ase
bleated to capacity with
tevelers who come for the
fonds, or festival centers in
1ents - a hallmark of this
poputar park. For days, a
veritabie patriotic bacchanal
takes over the patk with
nanstop cereca music, smoking
barbecues, and ox essive
drinking. The Lollapalooza

C hile music festival takes place
in late Maich or corly April,

® Fantasilandia

Beauchelf 938, ity Map 2 D5 Tel (02)
2476 8600. &) Parque T ligging.
Crpen Lan £ el noon Opmidaily:
Mar Nene nooa - 7ism St Sun,

2 (M 3 fantasilandia.cl

The second-largest amusement
park in South Ameica,
Fantasilandia is often dubbed
the Chilcan Disneyland. i
opened in 1978 as the brainchild
of entrepreneun Gerardo
Anecaga, wha felt that Santiago
had grown insulferably boring
{or families who were seeking
amusement during their spare
time. The patk ofiers plenty of
krice- uembling rollorcoastizes
and stomach ¢ hurning rides

Spectators following a horse race at Club Hipico

such as Xuweme Fall, Raptor,

angd Boomerang. There are

also more rianguil Mtractions
for younger children including a
carousel. the Kids' Zone, and
Villa Magica, with music
jambarees ard magic acts.

® Club Hipico

Aveniit Almizante Blanco Enealwdy
2540 City Map 1 €5 Tel (02) 2693
9600, [ Urion Latnoameican,
Open o taes s hedules vary
) clubhipico.c)

Founded it 1870, Club Hipico is
Chilg’s preeminent racehiack
and home 10 South Americas
oldest stakes race, Fl Ensayo
{3ee 382 which takes place in
le Qctobersearly November. it
is part of the Tnple Corona
together with Hipodromo Chile
and Valparaiso Derby.

The curnent racetrack was
designed by architect Josué
trpith and epened in 1923, the
prizvious wack house having
succumbed to lirein 1892.The
¢ luty building is a fine example of
carly 20th century architeciural
grandeur, a result of Chile’s
economic boorm during the late
1800s. Club Hipico features
stylish temaces and viewing
platforms, restaurants, formal
gardens, and a picnic area, set
amid the faded elegance of the
o'd Republica neighborhood

n total, there are about 1.500
rac es annually, ing uding the
farmed Alberto Vial Infante and
the Artiio Lyan Pena. The ¢lub
2150 NosIs Major music congerts
such as the 2009 Chilean Rack
Summi, and intemational acts
such as Llion John an lvon
Marden, Despite the racetrack's
o0ty as an elite social ¢lub, it is
now frequented by people from

all backgrounds.




