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What is "Creative Use?"

Using REDCap in creative ways!
• Utilizing the existing functionality of REDCap
• No advanced coding beyond copy/paste

There are so many creative ways to use REDCap! Don't be 
shy in exploring its capabilities and finding your own new 

creative uses.
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Conditional Piping

EXAMPLE:

• There is a survey where both parents and children will be responding. 
Questions should ask “your” or “your child’s,” depending on the child’s age.

SOLUTION:

• Page 1 of the survey asks who is completing it

• Page 2 has a hidden field with the same coding, but with the labels “your and 
“your child’s” instead. @DEFAULT pipes the correct value and @HIDDEN-
SURVEY hides the field

• Pipe the label of the hidden field into the rest of the questions
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Conditional Piping
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Conditional Piping
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Conditional Piping
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Conditional Piping
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Random Number Generator

• Generate a single random number:
• if([rnd]='', Math.random(), [rnd])

• Generate a number in a range:
• rounddown([rnd] * ([max] - [min] + 1) + [min], 0)
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Random Number Generator
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Field Notes in Matrices

EXAMPLE:

• Sometimes you want to clarify your matrix variables with field notes but the 
REDCap user interface doesn’t allow this.

SOLUTION:

• You can add fields notes in matrices if you use the Data Dictionary instead of 
the UI.
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Field Notes in Matrices
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Field Notes in Matrices
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Password Locking Public Surveys

EXAMPLE:
• You need to use the public survey link, but you want to 

make sure only your participants can access the survey

SOLUTION:
• Use a public survey landing page and use the 

survey queue to require a password to access the rest 
of the queue

• Don’t forget to mask the password!
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Password Locking Public Surveys

Don't forget to password mask!



15 ©TH E  O H IO  S TA TE  U N IV E R S ITY C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IC IN E

Rotate Matrix Headers with HTML

<div style="transform: rotate(-90deg); -
webkit-transform: rotate(-90deg); -
moz-transform:rotate(-90deg); -ms-
transform:rotate(-90deg); white-
space: nowrap; position: relative; 
top: -40px; left: -7px; margin-top: 
50px;">INSERTCHOICE</div>

You may have to play with the 
margins!
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Rotate Matrix Headers with HTML
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SQL query for Specific Value

EXAMPLE:
• You have several date fields in one record and need a 

way to identify max/min entry from within the record

SOLUTION:
• SQL!
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SQL query for Specific Value
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SQL query for Specific Value
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SQL query for Specific Value
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SQL query for Specific Value
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SQL query for Specific Value
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html <abbr> Tag for hover text
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html <abbr> Tag for hover text
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html <abbr> Tag for hover text

html 
open

Text to display 
on hover

Text to 
display 
in label

html 
close
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields



28 © TH E  O H IO  S TA TE  U N IV E R S ITY C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IC IN E

Using tables for extra wide matrix fields
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields
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Using tables for extra wide matrix fields



33 ©TH E  O H IO  S TA TE  U N IV E R S ITY C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IC IN E

Combine date and time fields with CONCAT

EXAMPLE:
• Dates and times were collected separately, but they 

need to do a datediff calculation

SOLUTION:
• Use @CALCTEXT(concat()) to combine the date/time 

fields into one for the calculation



34 ©TH E  O H IO  S TA TE  U N IV E R S ITY C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IC IN E

Combine date and time fields with CONCAT
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Combine date and time fields with CONCAT
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Combine date and time fields with CONCAT
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Emailing Text Messages

EXAMPLE:
• You want to send invitations via SMS, but Twilio isn’t 

an option

SOLUTION:
• Use their cell number and carrier to email them a text 

message
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Emailing Text Messages
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Emailing Text Messages
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Emailing Text Messages
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Emailing Text Messages
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Emailing Text Messages
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Emailing Text Messages

• T-Mobile - number@tmomail.net
• Virgin Mobile - number@vmobl.com
• AT&T - number@txt.att.net
• Sprint - number@messaging.sprintpcs.com
• Verizon - number@vtext.com
• Tracfone - number@mmst5.tracfone.com
• Ting - number@message.ting.com
• Boost Mobile - number@myboostmobile.com
• U.S. Cellular - number@email.uscc.net
• Metro PCS - number@mymetropcs.com

This is a list of carriers providing email to SMS gateways, which allow you to send text 
messages to mobile phones via email:
https://email2sms.info/
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Field Embedding Fun
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Field Embedding Fun



46 ©TH E  O H IO  S TA TE  U N IV E R S ITY C O L L E G E  O F  M E D IC IN E

Field Embedding Fun

Embedding inside of embedding!
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Field Embedding Fun
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Field Embedding Fun
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Field Embedding Fun
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Questions?


