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COVID-19 Return to Research in K-12 Schools 
Commitment to Public Health Practices and  

Safety Guidelines 
 

As schools reopen and researchers resume studies and other research activity in K-12 schools sites, everyone must 
follow guidelines in order to ensure the health and safety of researchers and their participants.  These guidelines 
iterate the safety protocols adopted by the university in accordance with policy makers and health officials and 
provide suggestions for remote research practices. Additionally, please be aware guidelines differ across school 
districts, and researchers will need to work with local research coordinators and other school officials to develop or 
amend research plans.  

All researchers at The Ohio State University are required to follow safety protocols and comply with sponsor and 
university policies. Please review state and school district re-opening plans regularly, as these plans often change 
in response to COVID-19 infection rates and recommendations from health officials and adhere to those guidelines. 

Researchers have an important role to play in keeping themselves, the Ohio State community and the participants 
at the school research sites safe by doing my part to stop the spread of COVID-19.  To reduce the risk to yourself 
and others, follow all guidelines and expectations outlined in this agreement.  

Testing and Health Monitoring 

Researchers must monitor their temperature and other COVID-19 related symptoms daily, as directed by the 
K-12 school site.  Do not enter any research sites if you develop or display symptoms of COVID-19 including, 
but not limited to: 

• A fever of 100.4 F or higher 
• Respiratory symptoms, such as dry cough or shortness of breath 
• Sore throat 
• Headache 
• Body aches 
• Chills 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Please note that up-to-date symptoms can be found at: 

https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/features/coronavirus/patient-care/symptoms-and-prevention  
 

If you have been exposed to, or have tested positive for, COVID-19, contact your health care provider, or if do not 
have one, locate a free COVID-19 test site or  call the OSU WMC Telehealth Immediate Care at 614-293-4000, and 
follow the instructions provided to you and comply with university policies regarding testing, contact tracing, 
quarantining, and isolating.  

Physical Distancing Guidelines 

1. Adhere to physical distancing guidelines while at any research site and, to the extent possible, work 
with participants remotely to avoid face-to-face meetings.  

2. When face-to-face contact must occur, follow the site and university protocols to maintain physical 
distancing, wear a mask, and use any additional appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), 
including, but not limited to goggles, face shield, plexiglass dividers, and gloves.  

3. Conduct research remotely for any activities, such as data analysis, that can be done remotely. Refer to 
the list of suggested remote research activities included at the end of this document. Be aware that 
procedures may need to be approved by the IRB prior to implementing changes in your research plan.  

https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/features/coronavirus/patient-care/symptoms-and-prevention
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/telehealth/immediate-care
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PPE and Disinfecting Requirements 

1. Researchers must wear masks, use required PPE, and follow daily hygiene protocols such as proper 
handwashing regularly throughout the day.  

2. Researchers must follow local guidelines for cleaning and sanitizing surfaces and equipment while at 
any research site.   

3. Researchers must follow any additional protocols established by the school district(s) or school 
building(s) included in your research.  

Pre-Return Activities  

1. Complete the required OSU COVID-19 training module.  
2. Review your IRB protocol and submit an amendment, if needed. Make sure you have approval for an 

approved research reopening plan.  
3. If required, get tested for COVID-19 and provide proof of a negative test result (if required by school 

district). Check with your research site to see if they require COVID-19 testing.  
4. Commit to following university and school district protocols concerning COVID-19.   
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Examples of Remote and Physically Distant Research Activities 
(not an exhaustive list) 

 

The following ideas represent practices which may be implemented in cases where researchers have limited 
access to their physical research sites. The ideas presented are only examples and will require prior approval from 
the research site and IRB (provided that you conducting a formal study) before implementation. Please be aware 
that engaging participants, including teachers or other staff at the research site, in your data collection efforts 
may change their role, making them part of the research team and subject to IRB approval.  

Observation 

• Researchers may collect observation data through asynchronous interaction via video and audio 
recordings. Researchers should contact teachers or other school personnel to coordinate the delivery, set 
up, storage, and retrieval of recording devices. Teachers or other school personnel may be asked to turn 
devices on/off during specified data collection sessions. These details should be negotiated and 
coordinated with district research coordinators, building/district leaders, and classroom teachers in 
advance.   

• Researchers may conduct observations synchronously using Zoom, Google Hangouts, or other live 
streaming tools. Use of these tools will require advance coordination with district and school personnel to 
ensure sites have the appropriate and adequate resources to support these tools. Researchers should also 
refer to university technology recommendations before using specific tools to ensure safety and reduce 
hacking.  Teachers or other school personnel may be asked to turn devices on/off, create accounts and log 
in during specified data collection sessions, and other tasks.  

Dissemination and Collection of Materials and Artifacts 

• To disseminate and collect materials and artifacts, researchers and school personnel should develop a 
plan to drop off and pick up materials in a manner consistent with COVID-19 guidelines and research 
ethics and guidelines for safe-guarding data.  

• Materials and artifacts may be scanned and sent electronically, provided that these tasks do not burden 
teachers or other school personnel and that data can be transmitted securely.  

Administration of Student Assessments 

• Studies involving student assessments should be administered remotely to the extent possible.  
• Paper-based assessments may be delivered to research sites in advance and administered remotely 

through Zoom. Researchers should coordinate with school personnel to develop guidelines for the 
dissemination and collection of print assessments.  

• One-on-one student assessments may be administered in person, provided that this can be done 
following all university and school district COVID-19 safety protocols and if advance permission is secured 
from the district.  

Interviews and Focus Groups 

• Interviews and focus groups may be conducted remotely using Zoom, Skype, phone, Facetime, or other 
tools. Sessions may be recorded for analysis, in accordance with the guidelines in the researcher’s 
approved research protocol. Researchers should also refer to university technology recommendations 
before using specific tools to ensure safety and reduce hacking. 

• Face-to-face interviews should be conducted only if remote options are not available. All university and 
school district COVID-19 safety protocols must be followed and advance permission must be obtained 
from the district. All participants in in-person interviews and focus groups must use appropriate PPE and 
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practice physical distancing. Pre-screening all participants (e.g., taking temperatures in advance, using 
COVID-19 screening protocols) 

Communication 

• To the degree possible, research related communication should be done electronically. Print-based 
communication (e.g., project information, flyers, announcements) should be delivered to research sites in 
ways that minimize contact with other people.  

Surveys 

• Researchers are encouraged to use electronic survey tools, such as Qualtrics or Survey Monkey, to collect 
data. To learn more about Qualtrics at OSU, visit https://u.osu.edu/qualtrics/getting-started-with-
qualtrics/.  

• Print surveys should be delivered and collected from research sites in ways that minimize contact with 
other people.  

Recruitment and Consent 

• Researchers are encouraged to use electronic approaches for participant recruitment and consent. Mass 
email announcements, electronic surveys (e.g., Qualtrics), electronic advertisements, social media 
postings and other remote options should be used whenever possible.  

• Electronic consent may be collected through tools such as DocuSign 
(https://u.osu.edu/esigforinformedconsent/docusign/) or Adobe Acrobat 
(https://ocio.osu.edu/software/adobe-ela). A tutorial on e-signatures can be found at 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/us/en/acrobat/how-to/electronic-signatures-online-e-signatures.html.    

• Researchers may also drop off printed consent forms and collect them at a later date to limit time at the 
research site.  

Teacher Orientations 

• Teacher orientation sessions may be conducted remotely using Zoom, Skype, or other tools.  
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