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Non-modern Modern 
sacred languages dominate; reading and 

writing are specialized crafts 
vernacular languages dominate; 

widespread literacy 
education in class and profession-

specific contexts, e.g. master-apprentice, 
monastic, civil exam training 

general education across professions, 
provided by professional teachers 

sovereignty in God, or Heaven, or 
natural order 

sovereignty claims to represent the ruled 
(even in non-democratic systems) 

law is a body of tradition inherited from 
the ancients or from God or gods, thus 

inflexible 

law is acknowledged to be created by 
humans, who can change the law at will 

within certain limits 
loyalty is to sovereign, to intimate 

recognizable community, or to faith 
loyalty to nation, a homogeneously 

imagined community 
centralized power radiates outward, and 

then diminishes 
state’s power extends evenly across all 

space within borders 
knowledge comes from local authorities, 

information heard from people, orally 
delivered 

knowledge from mass media, e.g. 
printed books 

integration of religious hierarchy, 
knowledge, ritual, into every aspect of 

life - no conception of a divide between 
secular and religious.  If religion is 

truth, it is everywhere. 

tendency to divide life and knowledge 
into “religious” and “secular” spheres 

00small scale craft production factory production 
generally only high-value, small items 

are traded long-distance 
global, intercontinental bulk trade in 

low-value commodities 
naming systems (for places, people) 

embedded in local contexts, e.g. John 
the miller, Mill road where it passes the 
mill but River road where it follows a 

river 

naming systems regularized on a 
regional level, usually with imprimatur 
of the state, e.g. John Joseph Miller, or 

SSN 445-63-1234,  or Interstate 10 

generally slow pace of change greatly accelerated pace of unending 
change 



MARKERS OF CIVILIZATION 
 

* that is, elements deemed by historians to indicate that a society 
has evolved to the point that it should be considered a “civilization” 

 
1. Centralized Government (typically a monarchy) 

 
2. Elaborate Social Structure (a hierarchy of some sort) 

 
3. Family Structure (typically a patriarchy) 

 
4. Expanded Economic Capacities (i.e. cities housing people who 

work outside of agriculture) 
 

5. Elaborate Technology (esp. metal-working) 
 

6. Culture (usually defined as ‘written’) 
 

 


