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Introduction Phylogenetic Distribution of Host Records

The superfamily Platygastroidea, with over 5,000 described species and 200 genera, is one of the major groups
of parasitoid Hymenoptera. 3

)l Information on their host
relationships is derived from the
published literature as well as label
data associated with individual
specimens. lIdeally, these two
sources of data would be linked
through voucher specimens, but
this is not always true.
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We ask the following questions:

Platygastroids are thought to have
begun as egg parasitoids of
Orthoptera, from which host shifts
have occurred, sometimes on

1) What is our “knowledge” based
on?
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" Host economic importance: considerably more attention is paid to the bionomical studies of pest species,
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These factors are not mutually exclusive. Gall flies (Cecidomyiidae, hosts of Platygastrinae), often lay their eggs in
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skewed towards the same five genera: Telenomus, Trissolcus, Scelio, Platygaster, and Gryon. of the cladogram.
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