
Updated: 06/10/2015 (please note that syllabus details can change, students should check 
Carmen and their emails for any syllabus updates, including changes to readings or 
assessments). 

George Pearson 
Office 3075 Derby Hall 
Pearson.325@osu.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday - 10am to 12pm 
 
Class: Journalism 281 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 2:15pm to 4:05pm 
3 credits 
 

 
Learning to write factually, concisely and on deadline takes practice. The more you do it, the 
better and faster you become. This is a high-intensity course designed to prepare you for the 
deadlines and forms of writing required in a professional environment. 
 
Opportunities for writing a variety of types of copy for print, broadcast media, social media, 
web and public relations will be incorporated into the assignments. Class time will include 
discussions on current news, interactive lectures, peer review and a number writing 
assignments.  
 
Course Goals 
 

 Learn fundamental concepts of news gathering and news writing 

 Prepare to write factually, concisely and effectively  

 Develop proficiency in Associate Press Stylebook rules and application 

 Gain command of basics of writing for the web 

 Prepare for writing for employers 
  



 
There is one compulsory reading and one recommended reading for this course. The 
compulsory reading is: 

 Stovall, J. (2011). Writing for the Mass Media (8th ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon.  
(later editions also acceptable) 
 

The recommended reading is: 

 Goldstein, N. (2014). The Associated Press Stylebook. The Associated Press.  
 

Other readings will be available as PDF via Carmen. Readings are assigned to blocks of class 
based upon the topic being covered. Readings are designed to help you understand the 
material covered in class and help you develop better ways to improve your writing skills. 
 

 
Grades 
 
The OSU “standard scheme” of points graded as implemented by Carmen is used and grades 
will be kept on Carmen’s gradebook. Here is the OSU “standard scheme”: 
 
A:   93-100 
A-:  90-92.99 
B+: 87:-89.99 
B:   83-86.99 
B-:  80-82.99 
C+: 77-79.99 

C:   73-76.99 
C-:  70-72.99 
D+: 67-69.99 
D:   60-66.99 
E:    0-59.99 

 
Your grade will be made up of the following components 
 
Class Participation: 30% 
Writing Assignments: 60% (10% per assignment) 
Final Exam: 10% 
 
There will be some extra credit points available for completing studies. Available studies will be 
posted on Carmen. Up to three studies may be completed. For each completed study one 
percentage point will be added to your grade. 
 
Class Participation (30% in total) 
Class participation will be made up of a number of factors: class attendance, contributions in 
class (eg taking part in discussions, showing knowledge of readings, completing extra tasks (see 
expectations)), and general effort (eg effort show in class activities, attendance at office hours). 
 



Importantly this grade will not be based directly on your writing talents, but based upon your 
attempts to improve your writing skills. 
 
The participation grade will be updated weekly (starting at the end of the second week). 
However, it is not a cumulative score, and therefore your participation grade could be reduced 
as the course goes on if your participation lessons. 
 
Writing Assignments (6 assignments, 10% each, 60% total) 
Approximately every week (see the course breakdown for exact dates) you will receive a writing 
assignment. These assignments are designed to test your writing skills and will be based on the 
material we have covered in class. The assignments will build upon the skills you learn helping 
you develop your writing style. The assignments will be based upon using different writing 
techniques, different types of media writing, and writing for different media. 
 
The deadlines and word lengths of each assignment will vary, however many will have a 
reasonably tight deadline, similar to writing tasks in the real world of journalism and PR. Almost 
all assignments will begin during the end of class time and then later completed outside class. 
 
Final Exam (10% in total) 
 
The final exam is designed to test your quick proofing and writing skills. There will be a few 
short answer questions (mostly related to proofing other work) as well as one quick writing 
exercise. The exam is designed to test your writing skills under time pressure and without 
writing aids such as thesauruses, dictionaries etc.  
 

Attendance 
Attendance will be taken every class and will form part of your participation grade. You are 
expected to attend all classes, and whilst missing one class will not have an impact on your 
participation grade, multiple unauthorized absences could have an impact on this grade. You 
are requested to let the instructor know of any absences in advance. 
 
It is at the instructor’s discretion as to what counts as an authorized absence. But usually family 
emergencies or major events, illness or other unavoidable extraneous circumstances are 
considered acceptable reasons.  

Extra Tasks 
Students will be given extra tasks between lessons on occasions. These will usually be small 
research tasks that will aid you in class discussions (for instance finding a news article on a 
certain subject that you think is good). Whilst these extra tasks are not graded separately, 
completing them and displaying your knowledge and understanding of your findings in class will 
contribute significantly to your participation grade. 
 



Constructive Feedback 
There will be opportunities for peer review in this class. By this we mean getting students to 
review each other’s writing. In doing so students should seek to give constructive feedback that 
will help other students improve their writing. Students should remain respectful of each other 
throughout these processes and avoid spiteful or personal attacks. 

Academic Misconduct 
All students at the Ohio State University are bound by the Code of Student Conduct (see 
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). Suspected violations of the code in this class, 
especially pertaining to 3335‐23‐04 Section 1 on Academic Misconduct, will be taken through 
the procedures which the university has set up to deal with violations of the code.  
 
The university's Code of Student Conduct defines academic misconduct as "any activity that 
tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational 
process." While many people associate academic misconduct with "cheating," the term 
encompasses a wider scope of student behaviors which include, but are not limited to, the 
following:  

 Violation of course rules; 

 Violation of program regulations; 

 Knowingly providing or receiving information during a course exam or program 
assignment; 

 Possession and/or use of unauthorized materials during a course exam or program 
assignment; 

 Knowingly providing or using assistance in the laboratory, on field work, or on a course 
assignment, unless such assistance has been authorized specifically by the course 
instructor or, where appropriate, a project/research supervisor; 

 Submission of work not performed in a course: This includes (but is not limited to) 
instances where a student fabricates and/or falsifies data or information for a 
laboratory experiment (i.e., a "dry lab") or other academic assignment. It also includes 
instances where a student submits data or information (such as a lab report or term  
paper) from one course to satisfy  the requirements of another course,  unless 
submission of such work is permitted by the instructor of the course or supervisor of the 
research for which the work is being submitted;  

 Submitting plagiarized work for a course/program assignment; 

 Falsification, fabrication, or dishonesty in conducting or reporting laboratory (research) 
results; Serving as or asking another student to serve as a substitute (a "ringer") while 
taking an exam; Alteration of grades in an effort to change earned credit or a grade; 

 Alteration and/or unauthorized use of university forms or records. 
  

Students with disabilities 

This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. 
Students with disabilities are responsible for making their needs 
known to the instructor and seeking assistance in a timely 

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp


manner. Any student who feels he/she may need an 

accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact 
me privately to discuss your specific needs, or contact the office 
for disability services at 292--‐3307 in Room 150 Pomerene Hall 

to coordinate your documented disabilities.   
 
Technology in the Classroom 
Students are actively encouraged to bring technology to the classroom that will help improve 
your writing speed and accuracy (for instance many people type faster on a computer than they 
could ever write).  
 
However, students are not permitted to use technology to check email, browse the web or for 
other recreational use whilst in the classroom. If a student, or students continue to misuse 
technology in the classroom, the instructor maintains the right to prohibit specific from using 
technologies in the classroom. 
 
Use of Email and Carmen for Class Announcements 
You are responsible for all information sent to you via your OSU email account and/or posted 
on the Carmen website. It is important for you to check your OSU email account regularly and 
to clear out unnecessary material so that new messages can get through. Check your spam 
settings to be certain that class emails from us are getting through to your mailbox. Check 
Carmen regularly for any updates or announcements posted there.   
  
Attendance while having flu and other flu‐like illnesses  
You should not attend class while ill with influenza. Students with flu‐like symptoms will be 
asked to leave class. The illness and self-isolation period will usually be about a week. It is very 
important that individuals avoid spreading the flu to others.  Most students should be able to 
complete a successful quarter despite a flu‐induced absence. If you are absent due to the flu, 
you will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to make up missed work. Completion of all 
assignments and exams assures the greatest chance for students to develop heightened 
understanding and content mastery. The opportunity to complete all assignments and exams 
supports the university’s desire to enable students to make responsible situational decisions, 
including the decision to avoid spreading contagious virus to other students, staff, and faculty, 
without endangering their academic work. Students with the flu do not need to provide a 
physician’s certification of illness. However, ill students should inform their teachers (but not 
through personal contact in which there is a risk of exposing others to the virus) as soon as 
possible that they are absent because of the flu.  
  



C

Week Class General Topic Reading Assignments 

1 M Course Introduction Syllabus & Stovall 
ch1 

 

W Grammar and 
Language 

Stovall ch 2 

F 

2 M News & News 
Values 

Stovall ch 4 

W Assignment 1 

F The Stylebook Stovall ch 3  

3 M Basics of News 
Writing 

Stovall ch 5 

W Assignment 2 

F The Media 
Environment 

Stovall ch 4  

4 M Working With 
Images 

Stovall ch 6 

W Writing for PR Stovall ch 12 Assignment 3 

F  

5 M Advertising Stovall ch 11 

W Writing for Print 
Media 

Stovall ch 7 Assignment 4 

F  

6 M Writing for the 
Internet 

Stovall [Carmen 
Reading] W Assignment 5 

F Broadcast Media Stovall ch 9  

7 M Media Law Stovall ch 13 

W Preparing for the 
Job Market 

Stovall ch 14 Assignment 6 

F  

08/03 (Monday) : 
2pm-3pm 

  Final Exam 

 


