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SYLLABUS COMM: 2221
Media Writing & Editing

Course Overview
This course is designed to familiarize students with and, preparing you for a career in, journalism. Students will become 
familiar with all aspects of journalism; from media writing, to understanding newsroom norms and culture. Students will 
become learn: AP News Style; using social media for promoting journalism; writing for print, radio, television and online; 
media law; as well as how to write good news copy. Students will also become familiar with the workings of Ohio State’s 
Lantern Newspaper, and students are encouraged to write pieces with the aim of publications in the Lantern.

Catalog Course Description
Designed to help students develop the fundamentals of news reporting, writing, and editing across news platforms.

Instructor
Hello everyone, my name is George. I’m really looking forward to teaching this 
course this semester, and seeing the great stories you will all write. I’m a PhD 
student here at Ohio State conducting research in digital journalism and news 
audiences. I’m originally from the UK, where I worked as a radio journalist for 
18 months, before working as a Communications and Press Officer in local 
Government. I moved to Columbus in 2014. 

Office Hours 
Wed: 10am - 12pm (or by 
appointment)

Office: Room 3049, Derby Hall, 154 N 
Oval Mall,   

pearson.325@osu.edu

twitter.com/gdhpearson

linkedin.com/in/gdhpearson

Class Time 
Our class meets every Tuesday & Thursday 
1:50pm - 3:40pm 
Journalism 281

Office Hours 
I will be holding four hours of office hours each week in my office, room 3049 in 
Derby Hall.

They will be:

Every Tuesday & Thursday - 12pm till 1pm

Every Monday 10am - 12pm.
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Readings & Course Materials
Each week will contain a number of materials to study before class. These will 
include pre-recorded lecture videos, external media (video clips, podcasts etc.), 
as well as readings. Readings will be comprised of book chapters, websites, and 
news articles.

There are also a number of other resources you will want to use throughout the 
semester.

• The AP Style Book (available as a 
book or digital subscription)

• “Always get the name of the dog: 
A guide to interviewing” by Nicole 
Kraft. (Available on iTunes for $1.99)

• You should be reading plenty of 
news, especially local journalism 
such as the Columbus Dispatch.

• You should be reading The Lantern 
(either online or in print)

There are also other useful resources that may help you in this course:

• The Writing Center: The Ohio State’s 
Writing Center is a great resource to 
help you improve your writing skills, 
a necessary skill in all careers. 
 
 

• Strunk & White’s “The Elements of 
Style”: If you are uncertain of what 
constitutes good writing this classic 
book is incredibly helpful, and helps 
with writing in all fields.

Attendance & Grading Policy
You are expected to attend every, or nearly, every lesson of this class. Missing 
classes will lead to you losing points for participation, as well as missing in class 
assignments and AP style quizzes.

However, I do also understand that University is tough, and therefore students 
from time to time will need to miss lessons. If you are going to miss a class you 
must email me BEFORE the class, or you will be counted as absent. I will judge 
all absenses on a case-by-case basis, and take into account: the validity of the 
excuse; your previous number of absences; your standing in the course; and 
your manner.

For assignments, all late assignments are graded as 0. Extensions will be 
granted on a case-by-case basis, taking into consideration: the validity of the 
excuse; the size of the assignment due; the time till the deadline; your standing 
in the class; and your manner. However, all extensions must be arranged 
BEFORE the deadline. No retroactive extensions will be granted. You cannot 
make-up in-class assignments or AP quizzes.

I generally aim to be flexible with students. I understand that various issues can 
get in the way of completing an assignment from illness, to family issues, or 
even just workload from jobs, internships etc. If you are struggling to complete 
an assignment on time I would much rather you spoke to me rather than not 
completing the assignment (the worst I can do say is no). 

All grades granted are final. I do not review grades on appeal. The only 
circumstance where I will review a grade given is for bjective error (for instance 
if I gave you a 0 for not completing the assignment when in fact you had). I will 
however, provided feedback on all work you submit.

Communication
For almost all of this class we will 
communicate using Slack. Slack is an 
instant messaging and collaboration 
service that allows you to easily 
connect with peers.

We will have a channel dedicated 
just to our class on Slack where you 
can ask questions about the course, 
as well as get advice on coursework. 
You are encouraged to participate and 
respond to eachother’s queries.

Communicating 
with eachother
When communicating with eachother 
on and offline please ensure you are 
courteous and respectful to others.

While there is generally no need 
to be overly formal during class 
discussions, you should still aim to 
write using good grammar, spelling 
and punctuation (even in slack). Be 
sure to maintain a supporting learning 
community where everyone feels 
safe and where people can disagree 
amicably.

Communicating 
with me
I am online most of the time, and 
therefore I will often be able to 
respond to Slack messages quicly. 
However, there will be delays out 
of hours, or if I am unavailable. 
Therefore do not expect to be able to 
get a response an hour or two before 
a deadline.

As a rule, message me through Slack. 
Only email me for serious issues, such 
as reporting long-term absenses, or 
other factors that will impact your 
learning. If you email me and I feel the 
topic is better discussed on Slack, I will 
likely tell you to message me there.
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Student Responsibility
Students are responsible for ensuring they have the technology necessary to 
complete the course. If you are experiencing any technical difficulties with 
University software and websites (e.g. Carmen, Buckeyemail etc.) you should 
contact the IT Service Desk as soon as possible. If you are having problems with 
external services, such as Slack, you should contact me as soon as possible.

If you experience any problems with any OSU IT services, you should also check 
the system status page on the OCIO website (https://osuitsm.service-now.com/
selfservice/system_status) which logs any widespread existing problems with 
OSU IT services.

Technical problems will not generally be considered a valid excuse for non-
participation or missing a deadline, unless there is an acknowledged problem 
with the IT systems by the OCIO that would reasonably affect people’s ability 
to complete the work, or if you have raised an ongoing ticket with IT Services 
(I will expect proof of this ticket, and I may contact IT services to ensure the 
situation is ongoing).

IT Problems?
If you are experencing problems 
with any of University IT (such as 
problems with email, passwords, 
Carmen etc.) you should contact the 
OSU IT Support Desk on  
614-688-HELP (4357).

Standard support hours are 
available at https://ocio.osu.edu/
help/hours, and support for urgent 
issues is available 24x7.

Technology in Journalism 281
Our classroom, Journalism 281, has 
just been completely redesigned this 
Winter break. You will actually be 
one of the first classes using the new 
space.

The new 281 offers a number of 
new features which will improve the 
way we learn in class. These include 
easily movable desks, handheld 
whiteboards, and wall mounted 
compouter monitors throughout the 
room for small group editing tasks.

However, there are no communal 
computers left permanently in the 
room. Therefore, you will need to 
bring a laptop or a tablet with a 
keyboard to class with you each 
lesson.

Due to the nature of the class it 

won’t be possible to complete the 
assignments or class work without 
access to such technology.

I understand that some people may 
not have access to a computer. If you 
do not have a laptop computer, or 
your laptop computer breaks for any 
reason please do let me know.

We have an agreement with the 
IT department at the School of 
Communication to supply students 
with technology for this class if they 
are unable to provide it themselves. 
However this will take a little while to 
sort out, so do let me know as soon as 
you can if you do not have access to a 
laptop.

Technology Policy
While technology has been shown to hinder learning in many circumstances, technology is also a vital part of the 
newsroom. Therefore, rather than prohibiting technology, you are actively encouraged to bring and use your laptop to 
use for class work. In fact, you will need a computer to complete most of the assignments in this course.

You are also encouraged to use smartphones in class, as part of your grade is made up of social media use.

However, you are expected to use your computer and smartphone responsibly, and anyone in class caught using 
technology for non-class purposes can expect to be called out and lose marks for participation.

Technology used 
in this class
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A
ssignm

ents

A
ttendance &

  
Participation

(100 points)

The first rule of any job is to turn up. 
Therefore you are expected to attend 
every, or nearly every, lesson this 
sem

ester (m
ore inform

ation on page 
2). How

ever, you are also expected 
to actively take part in the class w

hile 
you are there by contributing to class 
discussion.

Participation can com
e in m

any form
s: 

taking part in class discussion, sharing 
your w

ork w
ith the class, offering 

others feedback, asking questions, or 
even attending offi

ce hours.

You w
ill receive feedback on your 

attendance and participation grade 
at three points during the sem

ester. 
Approxim

ately after w
eek 5, w

eek 10, 
and at thge end of the sem

ester.

Tw
itter U

se
(50 points)

Journalists are increasingly expected 
to use social m

edia to prom
ote their 

stories and discuss issues w
ith fellow

 
journalists and new

s audiences. This 
part of your grade w

ill get you starting 
to use Tw

itter like a journalist. (M
ore 

inform
ation on page 7).

You w
ill be expected to post 

tw
eets three to four tim

es a 
w

eek. W
e w

ill use a class hashtag 
(#O

SU
M

ediaW
riting) so that our posts 

can be found in one place. 

Tw
eets should be relevant to 

journalism
 and the class. For instance 

you m
ay tw

eet about: articles you 
w

rote, interesting articles about 
journalism

, w
ork you are doing for 

class etc. 

M
ore inform

ation on how
 to use the 

hashtag is available on Carm
en.

A
P Style Q

uizzes
(100 points - 10 points each)

AP (Associated Press) Style are the 
rules by w

hich alm
ost all journalism

 
is w

ritten. Every w
eek w

e w
ill w

ork 
on im

proving our AP style through a 
series of challenges. W

orking in team
s 

you w
ill be given sentences and asked 

to rew
rite them

 in correct AP style.

There w
ill be ten quizzes throughout 

the sem
ester, w

ith each quiz 
consisting of five questions.

The AP quizzes w
ill be open book, 

and you w
ill be encouraged to use 

w
eb resources and the AP Style Guide 

itself, to answ
er the questions. 

The quizzes are designed to get you 
used to the fundam

entals of AP style, 
as w

ell as feeling com
fortable using 

resources available to solve m
ore 

com
plex problem

s.

G
ram

m
ar Q

uizzes
(50 points - 10 points per section)

Being a good w
riter and a good 

journalist requires excellent 
know

ledge of gram
m

ar. N
othing w

ill 
turn editors and readers aw

ay from
 

your w
riting m

ore than gram
m

atical 
m

istakes.

This part of the course is designed 
as a refresher to com

m
on gram

m
ar 

rules. This part w
ill be entirely 

self-taught, w
ith various resources 

and readings designed to help you 
w

ith gram
m

ar rules you m
ay be 

uncom
fortable w

ith. 

There are five sections, each covering 
a different topic of gram

m
ar. At the 

end of each section there are a series 
of quizzes that w

ill be autom
atically 

graded.
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A
ssignm

ents

W
eekly  

A
ssignm

ents
(100 points - 10 points each)

Throughout the sem
ester you w

ill 
have hands-on experience w

ith 
journalism

 techniques. These w
eekly 

assignm
ents w

ill be conducted partly 
in class, and partly in your ow

n tim
e.

They w
ill cover a range of skills useful 

for your journalism
 career; from

 
story generation, to interview

ing 
techniques.

There are 10 w
eekly assignm

ents. 
There are also tw

o additional bonus 
assignm

ents w
hich you can com

plete 
in your ow

n tim
e if you w

ish. If you 
com

plete a bonus assignm
ent it w

ill 
replace your low

est score from
 the 10 

m
ain assignm

ents.

Further inform
ation on the w

eekly 
assignm

ents is available on Carm
en.

N
ew

s Story
(100 points)

For this assignm
ent w

e w
ill find 

a story idea around cam
pus and 

develop that idea into a new
s story 

using research, interview
s, and 

journalistic w
riting. You should aim

 to 
subm

it this piece to the Lantern. W
e 

w
ill keep the story sim

ple - som
ething 

that is new
sw

orthy to O
hio State 

readers. (Exam
ples w

ould be: action 
by the president’s offi

ce, new
 fee, 

new
 business, new

 appointm
ent, 

sporting event, etc.).

You w
ill be able to subm

it this story 
tw

ice; both a first subm
ission and a 

rew
rite. Your final score w

ill be the 
average of the tw

o grades.

M
ore inform

ation on the assignm
ent, 

as w
ell as a rubric are available on 

Carm
en.

Feature Story
(100 points)

Feature articles are less about 
im

m
ediately evolving events and 

have a longer ‘lifespan’ than new
s 

articles. Feature articles also provide 
descriptive w

riting that brings their 
subjects to life, w

ith a strong focus 
on people and places. You w

ill w
rite 

one feature article on a topic related 
to the O

hio State com
m

unity. You w
ill 

also pitch your story idea to Lantern 
editors. 

As w
ith the new

s story, you w
ill be 

able to subm
it the story tw

ice, w
ith 

your final grade being the aggregate 
of the tw

o grades.

M
ore inform

ation, as w
ell as a rubric, 

are available on Carm
en.

Peer Review
(50 points)

For the new
s story and feature 

story you w
ill also offer peer review

 
feedback to other students in your 
class.

N
ot only does this provide you w

ith 
useful feedback on your w

riting, but 
learning to offer feedback to others is 
a useful skill to have as a w

riter and 
editor.

You w
ill receive a grade for both 

subm
itti

ng a draft to be peer 
review

ed, as w
ell as giving feedback 

to a fellow
 student. This m

eans to 
receive a grade for this assignm

ent, 
you w

ill have to subm
it a draft article 

before the deadline of the story.

This process w
ill happen before the 

first subm
ission of the new

s and 
feature stories, giving you tim

e to 
incorporate the feedback you receive.
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A
ssignm

ents

M
idterm

(150 points)

The m
idterm

 takes place during 
w

eeks 11 and 12, w
ith different 

parts of the m
idterm

 happening on 
different days.

The m
idterm

 is split into tw
o parts: 

AP &
 gram

m
ar editing; and deadline 

w
riting &

 rew
riting.

Part one involves an AP style speed 
quiz (20 points), a sentence quiz (20 
points), and editing of a prew

ritten 
new

s piece (20 points).

Part tw
o w

ill involve w
riting and 

editing a new
s story w

ith very lim
ited 

tm
e. You w

ill be given a prom
pt and 

som
e useful starting m

aterials, and 
have to produce a new

s story in a 
tw

o-hour period. This w
ill be w

orth 
100 points.

This m
eans there are 10 points of 

extra credit available for the m
idterm

.

Final Project
(200 points)

As a final project to show
case your 

journalistic skills–research, w
riting, 

photography, video and editing–you 
w

ill be part of a team
 that researches 

a topic and creates a com
prehensive 

project that is displayed on a w
ebsite 

(I strong suggest using M
edium

, 
but you can use others if you w

ish). 
Team

s w
ill generally be three people, 

although m
ay be four depending on 

class num
bers.

Your team
’s project m

ust be an 
enterprised and com

prehensive 
package about a topic of interest 
to the O

hio State or Colum
bus 

com
m

unity. It m
ust be large scale 

and significant to a large num
ber of 

people; for exam
ple: w

hat O
hio State 

is doing to com
bat sexual assaults on 

cam
pus; a look at the international 

student experience on cam
pus; the 

role of lecturers at O
hio State and 

how
 their lives differ from

 tenure-
track faculty.

Every project w
ill include these 

pieces:

1. O
ne article per team

 m
em

ber in 
varying styles of new

s and features 
that present varying sides of the 
topic.

2. At least tw
o pieces of m

edia for 
every article, including but not 
lim

ited to photos, videos and data 
support w

ith visualization.
3. An overview

 article that introduces 
the topic.

 As w
ell as w

riting the articles you 
w

ill also subm
it a sm

all project 
report detailing the steps you took to 
com

plete the articles

Further inform
ation can be found on 

Carm
en.

Extra Credit
(30 points)

U
p to 30 points of extra credit (3%

) 
can be gained in this class. This can be 
earned by:

• com
pleting certain studies 

(betw
een 5 and 10 points each.

• attending designated talks (5 points 
each).

• attending field trips and scenario 
sessions (5 to 10 oints each).

• having a story (not from
 a 

class assignm
ent) accepted for 

publication in the Lantern (20 
points each).

 Please be aw
are that the m

axim
um

 
num

ber of points of extra credit that 
can be earned is thirty, or 3%

 (this is a 
lim

it set by the U
niversity), so points 

earned beyond this w
on’t count.
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Professionalism
I am a big believer that college is intended to prepare you for the real world, and that for many—especially in journalism—
your undergraduate career is like a first job. You can and will make a lot of mistakes here, but the goal is to learn from 
them and not to make them again.

To that end, I will treat you professionally, and need you to do the same. As of such I will expect you to behave in a 
professional manner throughout the class. Beneath are some of the ways you can prepare for being a professional 
journalist.

1. You will be graded primarily on your writing and editing, 
and how you work as a writer and editor with your 
fellow news “staffers.”

2. Fact and style errors, and misspellings are also VERY 
important in the pursuit of journalistic skill so they are 
weighted heavily in this class.

3. Coming on time and ready to work on the material 
for the day: our class only works if we all do the 
foundational work ahead and then we can build. If you 
do not do that work and we have to “catch you up,” you 
are impacting everyone else in class.

4. You are missed when you are absent. When you don’t 
come to class, I notice, and you are missed personally 
and for your contributions. Missing class when we are 
doing group work or an in-class activity will result in a 0 
for the assignment (unless there are serious extenuating 
circumstances that you notify me about at least two 
hours BEFORE class).

5. Staying in class: I know you have things to do. We all do. 
But we have committed to being in class together for 
two hours twice a week.

6. Treating classmates/coworkers with respect: Everyone’s 
ideas have merit, and allowing a civil discussion, even 
when we disagree, is a key to future success.

7. Dressing for success: I know this is college, but you 

never know who might come to class who could help 
you with am internship or guide your academic or 
professional career. Pajamas are for sleeping. Swimsuits 
are for beaches. Please know I don’t want to discuss 
appropriate class dress with you, but I will, if needed.

8. To ensure we are preparing for the “real world,” your 
emails to sources should be written using standards of 
courtesy (address, proper tone, and signature). 

9. I do not edit articles over email, so if you wish to work 
on your article one-on-one (which I encourage!), please 
make an appointment or drop by my office hours. 

10. We do not interview or quote friends, relatives, 
roommates, classmates, etc. In our industry it’s 
considered a conflict of interest.

11. Only if a Lantern editor accepts the article ideas do 
we say we are writing for the paper, but we will always 
write with the goal of being published in The Lantern.

12. We always tell sources we are interviewing them 
for an article that will be published. This is not theory—
it’s real life!

Join in the discussion using #OSUMediaWriting
Using social media is becoming an increasingly important part of 
journalism, and journalists are expected to have a good social media 
presence. To help you on the way to building a professional social media 
presence, part of your grade for this class wll be based on using Twitter.

Twitter is a very popular network among journalists, and it will allow you 
the best possible interaction with classmates, as well as fellow Lantern 
and professional journalists. Twitter is also a more flexible platform than 
other social media, accommodating words, video, pictures etc.

If you wish you can use accounts that you already use, however you may 
create accounts solely for this class if you wish. If using one just for this 
class, it must be an active account however (e.g. have a profile image, 
accounts followed etc.)

You are expected to post three to four times a week (although obviously post more if you enjoy the conversations). 
This can be about the class or can be relevant content you find elsewhere. Where relevant use the hashtag 
#OSUMediaWriting so we can find each other’s posts more easily. A guide on what types of things to tweet is available 
on Carmen.
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Becoming a World Class Journalist
For many of you this may be the first opportunity where you really get to try at being a journalist. Journalism is 
a tough job, and can be daunting. However, there are plenty of steps you can take to make sure you get a head 
start.

Sources
You need at least at least two human sources for every 
article but, more importantly, you must have sources that 
have expertise to speak on your article topic, and be able 
to provide relevant information.

As convenient as they may be, we do not use friends, 
roommates, relatives, etc., as sources for your stories, 
photographs, graphics etc. This is a conflict of interest. That 
said, we recognize you have the potential to sometimes be 
classmates with relevant people. If you are unsure if you 
can approach someone as a source, ask me.

That conflict policy also spreads out to any activities, 
organizations, projects, companies, etc. in which you are 
involved in, but you can share story ideas with fellow 
reporters.

Each story should have at least two, and usually three, 
sources. Interviews with sources must be conducted face-
to-face (or on the phone if face-to-face isn’t possible). Only 
in very extenuating circumstances will I accept interviews 
conducted via email/IM/text etc.

Avoid technology disasters
This course, like journalism as a whole, relies heavily on 
access to computers, specific software, and the Internet.

At some point during the semester you will likely have a 
problem with technology. Your laptop will crash; your iPad 
battery will die; a recording you make will disappear; you 
will accidentally delete a file; the wireless will go down at a 
crucial time.

These, however, are inevitabilities of life, not emergencies. 
Technology problems are not excuses for unfinished or late 
work. Bad things may happen, but you can protect yourself 
by doing the following:

• Plan ahead: A deadline is the last minute to turn in 
material. You can start--and finish--early, particularly if 
challenging resources are required, or you know it will 
be time consuming to finish this project.

• Save work early and often: Think how much work you do 
in 10 minutes. I auto save ever 2 minutes.

• Make regular backups of files in a different location: 
Between Box, Google Drive, Dropbox and iCloud, you 
have ample places to store and back up your materials. 
Use them. (Also, Box has unlimited free storage for OSU 

students, and is a great resource - it has saved me from 
technology disasters in the past). You can access Box at 
box.osu.edu.

• Save your notes separate from assignments: Even if your 
story gets lost, you can always recreate it with access to 
your notes. Keep them organized, accessible and backed 
up.

• Save drafts: When editing, set aside originals and work 
with a copy.

• Practice safe computing: On your personal computer, 
install and use software to control viruses and malware

Use your peers
While work must be your own, your peers are always 
available for advice. Much of the work in this class will 
involve reviewing and editing each other’s work to help 
each other become better writers.

Out of class, you also have Slack where you can ask a quick 
question from the class if you are stuck on an issue.

I fully encourage you to discuss class content, and story 
ideas with each other in and out of class.

Rules for every story
Every story you write in this class will be written with the 
aim of being submitted to the Lantern newspaper.

You cannot write about organizations, projects, groups 
etc. that you are involved in. You can however share those 
ideas with other students.

You are the master of your story idea. That means the 
majority of things you write about in this class will be ideas 
that you have. 

You should be prepared to write and re-write every story. 
Each of the main pieces you write (the news story, and 
feature article) will be submitted twice, given you the 
opportunity to improve on your first draft. I will take 
the average of these two grades as your grade for the 
assignment, so there is motivation to edit and edit well. 

You should always seek to conduct interviews in person or 
over the phone. I will only accept interviews done in other 
ways under special circumstances.

Be sure to record all interviews and take notes during them 
(this will help protect you in case someone later claims 
that you misquoted them).
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Class Policies

Diversity
The School of Communication at The Ohio State University 
embraces and maintains an environment that respects 
diverse traditions, heritages, experiences, and people. 
Our commitment to diversity moves beyond mere 
tolerance to recognizing, understanding, and welcoming 
the contributions of diverse groups and the value group 
members possess as individuals. In our School, the faculty, 
students, and staff are dedicated to building a tradition 
of diversity with principles of equal opportunity, personal 
respect, and the intellectual interests of those who 
comprise diverse cultures.

Title IX
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based 
on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the 
same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories 
(e.g., race). If you or someone you know has been sexually 
harassed or assaulted, you may find the appropriate 
resources at http://titleix.osu.edu or by contacting the 
Ohio State Title IX Coordinator, Kellie Brennan, at titleix@
osu.edu

Academic Integrity Policy
Your written assignments, should be your own original 
work. You are encouraged to ask a trusted person to 
proofread your assignments before you turn them in--but 
no one else should revise or rewrite your work.

In general, you are prohibited in university courses from 
turning in work from a past class to your current class, 
even if you modify it. If you want to build on past research 
or revisit a topic you’ve explored in previous courses, 
please discuss the situation with me. The only exception 
to this rule, is writing for the Lantern. You are actively 
encouraged to submit work for this class for submission to 
the Lantern.

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 
investigation of all reported cases of student academic 
misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes 
all forms of student academic misconduct wherever 
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of 
plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 
examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of 
alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty 
Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code 

of Student Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/

Accessibility Accommoda-
tions
The University strives to make 
all learning experiences as 
accessible as possible. If you 
anticipate or experience academic 
barriers based on your disability 
(including mental health, chronic 
or temporary medical conditions), 
please let me know via email 
immediately so that we can 
privately discuss options.  You 
are also welcome to register 
with Student Life Disability 
Services to establish reasonable 
accommodations.  After 
registration, make arrangements 
with me as soon as possible to 
discuss your accommodations so 
that they may be implemented 
in a timely fashion. SLDS contact 
information: slds@osu.edu ; 614-
292-3307; slds.osu.edu ; 098 
Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue.
 



Lesson-by-lesson content
Below is a guide to the content we will cover in each lesson this semester. This is however meant as a guide, and some 
details may change as circumstances change.

Week Date Module Class Title Assignments Due

1 9-Jan
Introduction

Welcome to #OSUMediaWriting

11-Jan Getting set up for the semester

2 16-Jan
Basics of News Writing

AP Style

18-Jan Inverted Pyradmid Writing

3 23-Jan
Sources & Interviews

Sources & Interviews

15-Jan Interviewing

4 30-Jan News story pitches

1-Feb

Building a story

Editing & Headlines News story drafts

5 6-Feb Using social media tools News story submission

8-Feb Using images

6 13-Feb

Challenges of certain 
genres

Feature writing News story resubmission

15-Feb Writing on public bodies

7 20-Feb Feature pitches

22-Feb Writing on research Feature story drafts

8 27-Feb Live reporting & breaking news Feature story submission

1-Mar Localizing news

9 6-Mar
Research

Backgrounding Featurestory resubmission

8-Mar Using public data

10 13-Mar
SPRING BREAK

Spring break - no class

15-Mar Spring break - no class

11 20-Mar

Midterm

Midterm review

22-Mar Midterm Midterm quiz

12 27-Mar Midterm article writing Midterm article writing

29-Mar Final Project Final projects team work

13 3-Apr
Broadcast media

Broadcast reporting

5-Apr Radio reporting

14 10-Apr

News in society

Media Law & Ethics

12-Apr Fake News

15 17-Apr Using Media Theory

19-Apr Class review

27 - Apr Final project due @ 5pm


