8-148

Development of implicit language attitudes in children

Elizabeth A. McCullough, Cynthia G. Clopper, and Laura Wagner
Ohio State University
mccullough.136@osu.edu, clopper.1@osu.edu, wagner.602@osu.edu

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
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be high for dialect groups that are local to the listener Predictions * Byage 12-13, New England and are not
« In a forced-choice task, 5- and 6-year-old children showed no « Midland and North should sound local and should be rated relatively =
dialect-based attitude differences, but 9- and 10-year-olds thought high on measures of status and solidarity >
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Research Questions Results Midland and North are honest, but New England and are not.
1. When do listeners learn which regional dialects are local to them? i » This pattern does not change significantly across age groups

2. What are adult-like implicit attitudes about regional dialects, and
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« 240 monolingual American English speakers ages 4-75 . . . Midland, North, and New England are friendly, but is not.
* Byage 8-9, is less from Ohio than Midland and North, . Thi ttern d t ch ignificantl
. 76% had lived in Ohio but more from Ohio than New England is pattern does not change significantly across age groups
« 46% had lived only in Ohio + Initially these patterns are more robust for listeners who have Di .
lived in Ohio, but by age 14-15, these patterns are consistent Iscussion
Age 45 6-7 8-9 10-11 1213 for all listeners « Predictions about regional dialect patterns were generally upheld
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« Sentence: “She had your dark suit in greasy - ; ; ; ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ . Rich was harder for children to understand than smart
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