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DRUG ENFORCEMENT AND POLICY CENTER   

ADDENDUM: Marijuana pricing in the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program  
Upon the release of Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program at Two Years: Evaluating Satisfaction and 
Perception, the Drug Enforcement and Policy Center was contacted by several entities with questions regarding a 
table included on page 13 in which we compared marijuana pricing in Ohio medical dispensaries with pricing on 
Ohio’s illicit market and dispensaries in the state of Michigan. Upon further examination, we determined that the 
pricing information included in the report is inaccurate. This addendum explains the original calculation and 
provides revised figures based on additional data obtained from the Ohio Department of Commerce (ODOC). All 
data used in this document is reported in a detailed chart at the end of this addendum. 

Determining the “average price” of a marijuana product based on publicly available data is difficult and it is 
especially difficult to compare “average prices” across states. We are grateful for inquiries about out report and 
the opportunity to provide additional and updated information. We recommend that, for the benefit of both patients 
and researchers, information about pricing for both flower and manufactured products should be reported publicly 
by the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program (OMMCP). 

Original calculation: 

The original calculation in our report, which stated that the price of marijuana per gram in the state of Ohio was 
$18.18, was arrived at by dividing the total number of marijuana sales by the total weight of plant material sold as 
reported in the July 15, 2020 update issued by the OMMCP. The same method was used in the 2019 report 
issued by the Harm Reduction Ohio organization in collaboration with the Drug Enforcement and Policy Center. 
The primary reason why this method of calculating price of marijuana per gram is problematic is because it relies 
on total sales figure, which includes not only revenue from the sale of plant material but also revenue from the 
sale of more expensive manufactured units.1 Because the price of manufactured units is often much higher than 
the price of plant material, use of a total sales figure that include these units distorts the resulting calculation.  

In 2019, the calculation using the method above resulted in reported price per gram of marijuana of $18.47, when 
in fact the average price of a gram of marijuana plant product from January 26, 2019 to July 9, 2019 was $16.27. 
The price distortion was not as significant in 2019 because the sales of manufactured units were relatively limited. 
However, this calculation method created a significant distortion in 2020 due to the exponential growth of the 
number of manufactured units sold. Based on data provided by the ODOC, from May 2019 to August 2020, the 
amount of plant material purchased grew by almost 15 times while over the same period the number of 
manufactured units purchased grew by more than 43 times.  

Updated pricing calculation: 

The new data provided upon request by the ODOC reflects both the sales and revenue from plant material and 
sales and revenue from manufactured units. While prices of both manufactured units and plant materials vary 
slightly from week to week, we see a downward trend in the price of both over time (please see OMMCP Sales 

 
1 Manufactured units refer to the following types of product: edibles, oils, vape oils, patches, topical lotion, topical ointment and capsules.  
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table at the end of this document). As is shown in the Table 1 below, the most recent average weekly prices of a 
gram of marijuana plant product for the week of August 8 and August 15, 2020, was $10.87 and $10.70, 
respectively. This is approximately 15% higher than the reported price in the state of Michigan and 28% higher 
than the price of marijuana on Ohio’s illicit market.2  

 Table 1. Weekly sales of marijuana products 

Week Ending 8/15/2020 8/8/2020 

  

# Of units of product 
sold 

$ Sales of 
product 

Price of 
product per unit 

# Of units 
of product 

$ Sales of 
product 

Price of product 
per unit 

Tincture   1,446  $91,529 $63.30 1,558 $91,960 $59.02 
Edibles  18,062 $668,743  $37.02 18,171 $671,747 $36.97 
Oils   643  $22,684  $35.28 607 $22,771 $37.51 
Vape Oils                        24,528  $1,306,233  $53.25 25,092 $1,325,912 $52.84 
Patches  225 $11,503  $51.12 275 $12,101 $44.00 
Topical Lotion  788 $33,035  $41.92 810 $33,419 $41.26 
Topical Ointment 39 $932  $23.90 38 $1,039 $27.34 
Capsules 511  $18,131  $35.48 633 $24,133 $38.12 
All Manufactured 
Product Sold (units) 46,242 $2,152,791 $46.55 47,184 $2,183,082 $46.27 
Plants Material Sold 
(Grams) 257,995 $2,759,917 

$10.70 per 
gram 260,556 $2,832,639 

$10.87 per 
gram 

Total Sales $4,912,709 $5,015,721 
Total Receipts  36,337 36,774 

 

Though these more precise data reveal a somewhat lower price for plant material in Ohio, the fact remains that 
our survey indicates that price of marijuana continues to be a major concern for potential patients and barrier to 
participation in the OMMCP. While our survey did not ask for additional details when a respondent expressed 
concerns about costs, the following three factors might be contributing to people’s concern over the price of 
medical marijuana above and beyond the price of plant materials:  

COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH BEING A REGISTERED OMMCP PATIENT 

As detailed in our report, the cost of becoming a patient and maintaining one’s registration can be financially 
challenging. In addition to the $50 annual fee, patients also have to obtain a physician’s recommendation 
which can cost anywhere from $150-$175 for an initial visit, and $100 charge for follow up annual renewal 
visits. (In addition, the state of Ohio has very low number of recommending physicians per 100,000 residents 
which can contribute to the difficulty and inconvenience of being a registered patient.) 

LACK OF INSURANCE COVERAGE 

Due to the continued federal prohibition on medical marijuana and the lack of FDA approval, insurance 
companies are currently not required (or allowed) to cover any element of care connected to medical 
marijuana. Unlike regular prescription medicine and doctor visits, the cost of medical marijuana and the 

 
2 While 27%-29% might be perceived as a significant difference, the guaranteed safety and purity of products sold by licensed dispensaries in 
the state of Ohio are an important factor to consider.  



 
 

 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT AND POLICY CENTER | THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY   3 

required physician’s recommendation cannot be defrayed by insurance coverage.  

INCREASED POPULARITY OF MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS 

As mentioned above, when we look at the usage patterns of Ohio medical marijuana patients, we see a 
significant increase in the number of purchased manufactured units. In the week of May 4, 2019, Ohio 
patients purchased 1066 units of manufactured products and 77 pounds of plant product. In the week of 
August 15, 2020, these figures grew to 46,241 units and 1,146 pounds, representing more than 43-fold 
increase for manufactured products as compared to less than 15-fold increase for plant products. The most 
popular product sold was vape oil with 24,528 units sold the week of August 15, 2020 and representing 26.6% 
of that week’s total revenue. The average price of vape oil that week stood at $46.55 per unit. Because data 
provided by ODOC did not include equivalency information, it is difficult to compare the cost of plant product 
units and the equivalent amount of medicine in a vape oil unit. But the upfront higher price of manufactured 
products could contribute to the perception of high cost.  

This addendum clarifies the pricing information included in our report. But concern about the price of medical 
marijuana was only one element of the reported survey results. The report contains additional valuable 
information about the experience and perception of patients and potential patients of the OMMCP including 
continued high levels of dissatisfaction, relatively high levels of non-participation and the factors behind it.   
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OMMCP Sales Data (created from ODOC-provided data and OMMCP weekly reports) 

 

Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

15-Aug-
20 $30.27  $10.68  $46.55                21,340          1,146        1,377,123            46,242  $176,100,000  $4,900,000       1,319,136        

36,337  

8-Aug-20 $30.77  $10.85  $46.27                20,770          1,152        1,330,881            47,184  $171,200,000 $5,000,000       1,282,799        
36,744  

1-Aug-20 $29.78  $10.50  $47.40                20,194          1,782        1,283,697            45,488  $166,200,000 $4,900,000       1,246,055        
35,778  

25-Jul-20 $27.27  $9.62  $47.49                19,618          1,206        1,238,209           84,393  $161,300,000 $9,400,000       1,210,277        
67,773  

18-Jul-20 $28.33  $9.99  $47.56                18,412             542        1,153,816           42,173  $151,900,000 $4,500,000       1,142,504        
32,450  

11-Jul-20 $28.25  $9.96  $47.35                  

4-Jul-20 $27.54  $9.71  $46.74                17,870            602       1,111,643            45,170  $147,400,000 $4,700,000       1,110,054        
33,421  

27-Jun-
20 $29.36  $10.36  $49.28                17,268             530        1,066,473            39,033  $142,700,000 $4,400,000       1,076,633        

31,399  

20-Jun-
20 $29.44  $10.38  $48.79                16,738             513        1,027,440            38,914  $138,300,000 $4,400,000       1,045,234        

30,571  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

13-Jun-
20 $29.08  $10.26  $49.46                16,225             946           988,526            37,705  $133,900,000 $4,100,000       1,014,663        

29,279  

6-Jun-20 $29.42  $10.38  $48.91                15,279              69          950,821            36,118  $129,800,000 $4,200,000         985,384       28,812  

30-May-
20 $29.10  $10.26  $47.15                15,210             468           914,703            35,971  $125,600,000 $3,900,000          956,572        

27,054  

23-May-
20 $28.57  $10.08  $47.96                14,742            568          878,732            45,235  $121,700,000 $4,800,000          929,518        

32,449  

16-May-
20 $29.39  $10.37  $49.88                14,174            456          833,497            34,397  $116,900,000 $3,900,000          897,069        

26,541  

9-May-20 $29.04  $10.24  $49.36                13,718             428          799,100            30,153  $113,000,000 $3,400,000          870,528        
23,476  

2-May-20 $28.33  $9.99  $50.19                13,290            513          768,947            34,559  $109,600,000 $3,600,000          847,052        
26,634  

25-Apr-
20 $27.54  $9.71  $47.12                12,777            498      734,388          35,557  $106,000,000 $4,000,000      820,418     25,939  

18-Apr-
20 $28.42  $10.02  $48.27                12,279          510       698,831            35,685  $102,000,000 $3,900,000       794,479      26,511  

11-Apr-
20 $28.86  $10.18  $48.06                11,769            370        663,146           27,389  $98,100,000 $3,000,000         767,968     22,071  

4-Apr-20 $28.65  $10.11  $48.33                11,399           417        635,757           28,979  $95,100,000 $3,400,000         745,897       23,703  

28-Mar- $30.00  $10.58  $48.28                10,982                      606,778            24,283  $91,700,000 $2,700,000       722,194      20,801  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

20 331  

21-Mar-
20 $29.26  $10.32  $49.33                10,651            453          582,495          33,478  $89,000,000 $3,800,000      701,393    26,372  

14-Mar-
20 $29.11  $10.27  $48.53                10,198           392       549,017           30,519  $85,200,000 $3,300,000        675,021     25,742  

7-Mar-20 $29.65  $10.46  $48.76                  9,806         353         518,498        26,849  $81,900,000 $3,100,000        649,279     23,802  

29-Feb-
20 $29.37  $10.36  $47.31                  9,453           370         491,649           27,913  $78,800,000 $3,000,000       625,477   24,793  

22-Feb-
20 $30.09  $10.61  $48.65                  9,083          293        463,736         23,236  $75,800,000 $2,600,000       600,684     21,813  

15-Feb-
20 $29.40  $10.37  $46.89                  8,790           310         440,500          24,647  $73,200,000 $2,600,000        578,871     22,370  

8-Feb-20 $29.75  $10.49  $47.59                  8,480          306        415,853         22,127  $70,600,000 $2,500,000       556,501   21,588  

1-Feb-20 $30.16  $10.64  $47.82                  8,174         305       393,726          21,655  $68,100,000 $2,500,000       534,913   21,307  

25-Jan-
20 $30.64  $10.81  $48.13                  7,869          280        372,071          23,229  $65,600,000 $2,400,000      513,606     20,116  

18-Jan-
20 $30.34  $10.70  $47.33                  7,589         297         348,842       25,081  $63,200,000 $2,600,000       493,490      20,669  

11-Jan-
20 $31.49  $11.11  $48.30                  7,292           284        323,761           18,868  $60,600,000 $2,300,000       472,821      19,827  

4-Jan-20 $30.11  $10.62  $47.40                  7,008           295         304,893           17,744  $58,300,000 $2,300,000       452,994      18,996  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

28-Dec-
19 $31.41  $11.08  $47.69                  6,713         256       287,149          17,037  $56,000,000 $2,100,000       433,998    17,406  

21-Dec-
19 $32.40  $11.43  $50.92                  6,457         277       270,112          18,225  $53,900,000 $2,400,000      416,592    18,829  

14-Dec-
19 $32.43  $11.44  $51.70                  6,180            255       251,887          15,879  $51,500,000 $2,100,000         397,763     17,337  

7-Dec-19 $32.03  $11.30  $52.17                  5,925         212       236,008         14,821  $49,400,000 $1,900,000      380,426   16,923  

30-Nov-
19 $32.07  $11.31  $49.03                  5,713           290      221,187           16,850  $47,500,000 $2,300,000       363,503    17,913  

23-Nov-
19 $33.61  $11.86  $52.10                  5,423            248       204,337          15,011  $45,200,000 $2,100,000      345,590   16,993  

16-Nov-
19 $33.30  $11.75  $51.28                  5,175          234        189,326           13,440  $43,100,000 $2,000,000       328,597      15,869  

9-Nov-19 $33.52  $11.82  $51.42                  4,941           239         175,886          13,711  $41,100,000 $2,000,000       312,728     15,885  

2-Nov-19 $33.12  $11.68  $53.39                  4,702         263       162,175         12,916  $39,100,000 $2,100,000      296,843   16,372  

26-Oct-
19 $33.82  $11.93  $54.74                  4,439         216        149,259           11,699  $37,000,000 $1,800,000       280,471     14,349  

19-Oct-
19 $35.30  $12.45  $54.74                  4,223          208           137,560            11,766  $35,200,000 $1,800,000      266,122      13,967  

12-Oct-
19 $34.99  $12.34  $54.01                  4,015           205       125,794           11,449  $33,400,000 $1,700,000     252,155      13,795  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

5-Oct-19 $33.31  $11.75  $53.84                  3,810            242        114,345          11,441  $31,700,000 $1,900,000      238,360      14,633  

28-Sep-
19 $33.20  $11.71  $56.28                  3,568          216        102,904            9,810  $29,800,000 $1,800,000      223,727    13,293  

21-Sep-
19 $34.86  $12.30  $58.44                  3,352          194          93,094             8,763  $28,000,000 $1,500,000      210,434    12,625  

14-Sep-
19 $33.97  $11.98  $58.63                  3,158          198         84,331            8,779  $26,500,000 $1,600,000       197,809    12,313  

7-Sep-19 $33.85  $11.94  $60.09                  2,960          169          75,552             7,355  $24,900,000 $1,300,000      185,496    10,987  

31-Aug-
19 $35.85  $12.65  $62.69                  2,791          192          68,197            7,654  $23,600,000 $1,600,000      174,509    11,750  

24-Aug-
19 $37.84  $13.35  $64.83                  2,599        154        60,543            6,777  $22,000,000 $1,400,000       162,759    10,483  

17-Aug-
19 $37.25  $13.14  $65.50                  2,445          150         53,766           6,308  $20,600,000 $1,300,000       152,276    10,065  

10-Aug-
19 $36.65  $12.93  $70.54                  2,295             151         47,458           5,071  $19,300,000 $1,300,000      142,211       9,502  

3-Aug-19 $37.65  $13.28  $70.30                  2,144            157         42,387           5,522  $18,000,000 $1,300,000        132,709     10,010  

27-Jul-19 $38.83  $13.70  $67.41                  1,987           134        36,865            4,337  $16,700,000 $1,200,000       122,699      8,673  

20-Jul-19 $38.97  $13.75  $71.78                  1,853           22           32,528             3,721  $15,500,000 $1,000,000      114,026     7,804  

13-Jul-19 $39.39  $13.89  $72.66                  1,731           120         28,807            3,621  $14,500,000 $1,000,000      106,222    7,725  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

6-Jul-19 $40.26  $14.20  $72.19                  1,611         124          25,186            3,593  $13,500,000 $1,100,000       98,497     7,896  

29-Jun-
19 $41.01  $14.47  $73.84                  1,487        110         21,593           3,463  $12,400,000 $900,000         90,601    7,227  

22-Jun-
19 $41.45  $14.62  $75.16                  1,377          104        18,130         3,074  $11,500,000 $900,000        83,374      6,789  

15-Jun-
19 $42.74  $15.08  $85.74                  1,273            92         15,056           2,904  $10,600,000 $900,000        76,585      6,712  

8-Jun-19 $44.22  $15.60  $88.74                  1,181          106         12,152            2,548  $9,700,000 $1,000,000          69,873        6,632  

1-Jun-19 $44.07  $15.55  $90.38                  1,075             84          9,604            1,378  $8,700,000 $700,000        63,241     6,029  

25-May-
19 $43.77  $15.44  $81.49                     991           99          8,226           1,507  $8,000,000 $700,000         57,212       5,934  

18-May-
19 $46.78  $16.50  $100.97                     892           72          6,719           2,105  $7,300,000 $800,000       51,278       5,051  

11-May-
19 $46.44  $16.38  $0.00                     820             70             4,614           1,004  $6,500,000 $700,000           46,227         4,740  

4-May-19 $43.89  $15.48  $0.00                     750              77             3,610              1,066  $5,800,000 $600,000           41,487         4,691  

27-Apr-
19 $43.07  $15.19  $0.00                     673                2,544    $5,200,000             36,796    

20-Apr-
19 $42.71  $15.07  $0.00                  
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Week 
Ending 

Price per 
Unit (1/10 

oz Plant 
Material) 

Price per 
gram 
(plant 

material) 

Price per 
Manufactured 

Unit  

Pounds of plant 
material 

(cummulative) 

Pounds of 
plant 

material - 
(by week) 

Units of 
manufactured 

product 
(cummulative) 

Units of 
manufactured 
product - (by 

week) 

$ in product 
sales 

(cummulative) 

$ in product 
sale - (by 

week) 

Total receipts 
(cummulative) 

Total 
receipts - 
(by week) 

13-Apr-
19 $44.96  $15.86  $0.00                  

6-Apr-19 $45.31  $15.98  $0.00                  

30-Mar-
19 $47.29  $16.68                    

23-Mar-
19 $47.30  $16.68                    

16-Mar-
19 $46.71  $16.48                    

9-Mar-19 $47.64  $16.80                    

2-Mar-19 $47.51  $16.76                    

23-Feb-
19 $47.19  $16.65                    

16-Feb-
19 $47.99  $16.93                    

9-Feb-19 $48.14  $16.98                    

2-Feb-19 $48.55  $17.13                    

26-Jan-
19 $48.89  $17.25                    
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