
VALIDITY:
extent to which something measures what it claims to measure

Validity is important because it determines what survey questions to use, 
and helps ensure that when conducting research, we are using questions 
that truly measure the topic at hand.

The most important form of 
validity is construct validity. 

CONSTRUCT VALIDITY:       
the degree to which a
measure correctly 
operationalizes and
assesses the construct
in question

Example:
A question in a survey assessing the effectiveness of an anatomy lecture asks students: “Do you feel capable of identifying the anatomical structures discussed?”. That question has high construct validity; it measures what it claims to measure – the effectiveness of an anatomy lecture.
In the same survey, a question asks: “How comfortabledo you feel interacting with patients?”. This question does not address the effectiveness of an anatomy lecture, soit has no/low construct validity. It does not measure whatthe survey set out to measure.”
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