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Lesson Plan #2-China and Communism 

 
Class Description 
 
Sixth Grade social studies: “World Geography” 
One 66-minute class 
 
Rationale 
 
Sixth grade students study world geography.  One of our focus continents is Asia.  With this lesson, we 
are meeting the following state of Ohio grade level indicator for sixth grade: 
 

Explain how opportunities for citizens to participate in and influence the political process 
differ under various systems of government 

 
This is leading to the benchmark that the students should be able to meet at the end of eighth grade:  
 

Show the relationship between civic participation and attainment of civic and public goals. 
 
Objectives for this lesson 
 

Students will create a chart that compares the Chinese Communist 
government to the United States Democratic government.  The chart will 
show the participation of the people in their countries. 

 
For an interdisciplinary lesson with language arts, students can 

write a comparison/contrast paragraph. 
 
Materials  
 

We are using journals in the History Alive style.  On the left side 
of the journal, students will answer a prompt to get them thinking 
about the topic.  On the right side, students take notes, create 
diagrams, etc. of the material we are learning. 

 
1) Junior Scholastic: February 2004 article, “China Looks to the 

Future.”  (Or another article/encyclopedia entry about China and 
communism.) 

2) Social studies journals.  
 
Activities 
 



1) Ask students to answer the following question in their journals, 
“What might happen if the government owned the TV stations, 
Internet, radio stations and other media?” 

2) Share their answers. 
3) List the positives and negatives. 
4) Tell the students that we are going to read about a country where 

this is the case.  They have a communist government. 
5) Pass out the Junior Scholastic article (attached) and ask the 

students to read it while looking for 1) ways that the people can 
participate and/or 2) ways that they are kept from participating. 

6) After students have read, ask them to create a T-chart in their 
notebooks.  Label one column Communism and one column Democracy. 

7) Ask students to share participation/non-participation that they 
found for Communism and put this into their chart. (government 
took over private factories/ farmers are told which crops to 
plant/ government controls tv, radio, internet, and media/ are 
not allowed demonstrate/ cannot elect their leaders, people can 
be imprisoned for protesting government/people pay little 
attention to new President/Students are provided an education/) 

8) After filling in the chart, challenge students to fill in the 
democracy side with ways that are similar or different than 
communism. 

9) If desired, students can write a comparison/contrast paragraph using 
information in their chart.To wrap up the ideas, ask students to create a 
definition for communism in their own words. “Under the economic and political system 
called Communism, all people are meant to enjoy an equal share of a country's property and 
wealth. In practice, however, most of the wealth and power in Communist countries has often 
ended up in the hands of the countries' leaders. Communism has been practiced in a number of 
countries around the world, including China and the former Soviet Union.”  (Taken from Brittanica 
Online.)  

 
 
Assessment 
 

1) Students will share their ideas during the classroom discussions. 
2) Completed chart will show that students have filled in the 

correct information for each type of system. 
3) On the final unit test, students will describe the ways that 

people participate (or are kept from participating) in a 
communist government. 

 
Adjustments 
 
Older students can investigate the results of communism in China.  
Using Internet research, students can see the link between the 
communist take-over and the poverty and famine that resulted. 
 
 
 






