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Section 5: KOREA 
 

- How did Japanese Occupation impact Korea in comparison to Taiwan? 

- How did Taiwan and the Koreas develop in the second half of the twentieth century? 

- What is the contemporary security situation in the region? 

 

 This lesson considers the impact of Japanese Occupation on Korea in comparison to the 

impact of Japanese Occupation on Taiwan and explores the subsequent evolution of Korea and 

Taiwan in the second half of the twentieth century. The objective of this lesson is to explore the 

experience and impact of Japanese Occupation in two places that took very different paths after 

Occupation, and increase students’ understanding of how East Asia has historically functioned as 

a region of countries connected through hierarchical relationships between China, Korea, and 

Japan. Students will be given readings on present-day Taiwan, the PRC, Japan, and North and 

South Korea that explore issues of war and peace in the region. The lesson will take about two 

weeks, with three one hour sessions per week; completion of student work will take three weeks.  

 

 This lesson will be taught as a capstone to studying IB Regional Options, hence connects 

the studies of China: the Regional Superpower from mid twentieth century to 2000, Impact of the 

World Wars on S and SE Asia, and Global Impact of Asia in the second half of the twentieth 

century.  

 
 Week One:  
 

First period: Didactic lesson on Korea’s history, including a discussion of Korea as a Chinese 

protectorate, with focus on Japanese Occupation, and brief didactic lesson on Japanese 

Occupation of Taiwan, supported by a keynote.  

 From a Montessori perspective, the main developmental task of the older adolescent (15 - 18) is 

preparation for adult life. When I create a course (or lesson) I evaluate everything I prepare from that 

perspective. Concretely I ask the question of relevance, for history that is: ”how have we come to the here 

and now?”, and the question of personal engagement: “how can I (the adolescent) relate?”. In order to 

create and maintain engagement, I aim to draw the student in with a “hook” that (sometimes 

unconsciously) appeals to the adolescent, given her needs for orientation to the adult world of the here and 

now. The purpose of the history course is to explain the contemporary world the adolescent is about to 

enter as a contributing member through exploration of the past, and hence enable her to project and be 

part of a better future. 

 

 In Montessori pedagogy, a lesson is structured in three periods: the first period provides essential 

information, often in didactic format; it could be a “sweep story” to provide overview; the second period is 

a period of exploration: students actively work with texts, materials, do research, etc. to deeply engage with 

the topic. Second period work is often driven by student interest and questions and offers choice. Third 

period is the time to synthesize and share in a variety of formats such as research papers, debates, 

presentations, performances, e.g. dramatis personae. 
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Second period: Students will read excerpts from Hildi Kang’s book Under the Black Umbrella to 

connect to the Korean experience of Occupation and excerpts from Leo T.S. Ching’s book, 

Becoming Japanese: Colonial Taiwan and the Politics of Identity Formation to give them insight 

into the complexities of identity formation in Taiwan, given its relationships with China and 

Korea. They will come prepared with any factual questions, two interpretive questions, and 

optional evaluative questions to seminar. Readings are handed out one week prior to seminar. 

Seminar questions must be submitted electronically before seminar.  

 

Third period: Students will be asked to compare and contrast the impact of Japanese Occupation 

on Korea and Taiwan in a 500 word essay. They will also discuss the lesson and readings in 

seminar. 

 

  

Week Two: 

 

First period: Didactic lesson on Korea since Occupation and Taiwan under Nationalist rule, with 

consideration of relationships to China. 

 

Second period: The second period is an exploration of present-day challenges to regional 

security. Students read two articles that express opposite views in analysis and projection of East 

Asia’s future in terms of security. Half of the class, about ten students read Aaron Friedberg’s  

“Ripe for Rivalry: Prospects for Peace in a Multipolar Asia”, the other half reads Muthiah 

Alagappa’s article “Introduction: Predictability and Stability Despite Challenges”. They then 

discuss the following questions for about 15-20 minutes and come up with five recommendations 

that they will report to the rest of the class.  A representative from each group will deliver a 

report to the class. Reports should be no longer than four minutes and will be discussed 

briefly. The last ten minutes of class will be used for a less formally structured discussion of 

security issues. 

 

• If you were appointed by the United Nations Secretary General to investigate the 

situation across the Taiwan Strait and make recommendations to the UN for an equitable 

settlement of what Beijing calls the “Taiwan issue,” what sort of roadmap for peace 

would you suggest? 

• What is your sense of how each of the main players in the dispute would respond to your 

report? 

• What actions could be taken to convince any one of the disputants to compromise? 

• Who do you think has the normative high ground in the conflict and for what reasons? 

• What similarities do you see between Taiwan’s struggle with the mainland and other 

political and military conflicts around the globe? 

• Is there a possibility that dispute resolutions that worked elsewhere might be applied here 

and, if not, why does it seem this conflict is even more volatile and less likely to be 

addressed via such mechanisms? 

  Source for readings and questions: Expanding East Asian Studies: http://  

 www.exeas.org/ 

 

http://www.exeas.org/
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Third Period: students write a critical memo on one of the two second period sources and peer-

review their memos before turning them in for final assessment. 

 

Assessment: The unit in general and this lesson in particular are exploratory in nature and 

contain reading, writing assignments to help students develop critical thinking skills, oral 

presentations, class discussion, and Socratic seminar. Students’ understanding will be assessed 

through class participation, seminar preparation and participation, and, at the end of the quarter, 

in a review exam, as well as in IB external assessments at the end of students’ senior year. 

 

 

Section 6: 

 

Resources: 

 

Week One First Period Resources: 

 

My lesson is based on 

 

Ebrey, Patricia Buckley and Anne Walthall, and James Palais. 2005. Modern East Asia: A 

 Cultural, Social, and Political History. Boston: Wadsworth Publishing.  

 

Kang, Hildi. 2005. Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea. Ithaca: Cornell 

 University Press. 

 

Goro, Shiba. 1999. Remembering Aizu: The Testament of Shiba Gorō. Trans. Teruko Craig 

 University of Hawaii Press. 

 

Hsu, Immanuel C.Y.. 1995. “Causes of the Nationalist Defeat” In Hsu, Immanuel C.Y.. The 

 Rise of Modern China. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 639 - 644. 

 

Goto, Ken-ichi. 2003. Japan and Southeast Asia in the Colonial and Postcolonial World.  Paul H. 

Kratoska, ed. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press. 

 

 

 

 

Week One Second Period Resources: 

 

Kang, Hildi. Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea 1910 - 1945. Ithaca: 

 Cornell University Press. Excerpts.  

 

Ching, Leo T.S.. 2001. Becoming Japanese: Colonial Taiwan and the Politics of Identity 

 Formation. Berkeley: University of California Press. Excerpts. 

 

 

Week One Third Period Resources: 

http://www.ohioswallow.com/author/Paul+H+Kratoska
http://www.ohioswallow.com/author/Paul+H+Kratoska
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Reminder of keys for Socratic seminar: 
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Week Two First Period Resources: 

 

My lesson is based on 

 

Lewis, Linda S.. 2002. Laying Claim to the Memory of May: A Look Back at the 1980 

 Kwangju Uprising. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 

 

Ebrey, Patricia Buckley and Anne Walthall, and James Palais. 2005. Modern East Asia: A 

 Cultural, Social, and Political History. Boston: Wadsworth Publishing.  

 

Hsu, Immanuel C.Y.. 1995. “The Nationalist Rule on Taiwan” In Hsu Immanuel C.Y.. The 

 Rise of Modern China. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 744 - 759. 

 

Carlson, Allen. Government Department, Cornell University: “East Asian Security Today: 

 Surprising Stability and Potential Flashpoints: Background Information for the 

 Instructor on China, Japan, and the Koreas”. Expanding East Asian Studies: http:// 

 www.exeas.org/ 

 

 
Week Two Second Period Resources: 

 

Required readings:  

 

Friedberg, Aaron L. 1993/94. “Ripe for Rivalry: Prospects for Peace in a Multipolar Asia.” 

 International Security 18 (3): 3-33. 

 

Alagappa, Muthiah. 2003. “Introduction: Predictability and Stability Despite Challenges.” 

 In Muthiah Alagappa, ed. Asian Security Order: Instrumental and Normative 

 Features. Stanford: Stanford University Press. pp. 1-30. 

 

Optional exploration of: 

 

www.nautilus.org, a site that is dedicated to the study of arms control and proliferation issues 

and has a very comprehensive daily overview of the security situation in East Asia (as well as an 

archive of previous reports).   

 

www.taiwansecurity.org, a site maintained by Phillip Yang of National Taiwan University, 

which is primarily focused on China and Taiwan, but also has a great deal of up to date reportage 

and analysis of the rest of the region as well. 

 

 

Week Two Third Period Resources:  

 

Guidelines for writing a critical memo: 

http://www.exeas.org/
http://www.nautilus.org/
http://www.taiwansecurity.org/
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Source: Expanding East Asian Studies: http:// www.exeas.org/ 

 

 
 

http://www.exeas.org/
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