




Appendix: Instructions for Students 

During the last week of class we will hold a mini conference in whch you will present the 
key arguments and findings of your paper in a poster format. The goal of the presentation is 
two-fold: (1) to inform the rest of the class of your research findings, and (2) to provide you 
with feedback on your paper, which you can incorporate in the final written version. 

The poster consists of at least seven parts: 

(1) Title: a title tells the audience what your paper is about. 
(2) Abstract: the abstract is a brief summary of your paper. 
(3) References: list the references that you used, including relevant course readings. 
(4) Map: indicate where the society is located (if appropriate). 
(5) Research question: this tells the audnence what you examined and why this is an 

important question. 
(6) Results: this tells the audience what you found in your study. 
(7) Conclusion: this tells us the answer to your research question. 

The poster should meet the following criteria: The height of the poster is 30 inches 
and its width 40 inches. All text should be at least in font size 18; headings may be 
larger. All sections should be limited to a maximum of 250 words (e.g., abstract 
should not be longer than 250 words). 

A wellconstructed poster is clear, concise, attractive and self-explanatory. Some 
general tips: minimize detail and try to use simple, jargon-free statements. 
Remember that pictures, tables, and figures work well in poster displays. If you can, 
use color in your visuals. Make sure your lettering is neatly done and is large 
enough to be read from a distance. Consider using a flow chart or some other 
method of providing the viewer with a guide to inspecting your display. Don't 
overwhelm the audience with excessive amounts of information; rather, construct a 
poster display that enhances conversation. Keep this in mind when you design your 
poster. 

The role of the audience in the mini conference is crucial, as they will give 
constructive feedback to the presenters. Participation in the conference as audience 
will be evaluated. Everyone is required to interact with presenters and ask informed 
and critical questions that help presenters improve their papers. In your questions 
and comments consider the following: did presenter use and cite relevant course 
readings? If not, what readings do you suggest? Is the research question clearly 
written and sufficiently focused? In other words, can the question be explored or 
answered in a six-page paper? Does the conclusion follow logically from the results 
of the comparison of the ethnographic data (again if appropriate)? What other 
factors could the presenter consider in the paper? You are also required to make at 
least two written suggestions for two different posters. I will make observations in 
class and read your written comments. 
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