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Why are shrubs the foundation of good landscapes? 
 

 Four-season presence. The perfect example: Marie & Tony Newton’s Four Seasons Garden 
in Walsall, England (more photos at flickr.com/photos/fourseasonsgarden) 

 Longest blooming permanent plants 

 Most flexible type of plant for shaping and training 

 Can be used to create shade for people and plants 

 Versatile in size, shape, color, and tolerance to site challenges 
 

How can you use shrubs in your garden? 
 

• To resolve site issues • To contribute shape  • To enclose and organize • To create structures • 
 

• For formal landscapes • For informal landscapes  • To expand the visual plane of your garden • 
 

• As a focal point  • For color  • For fragrance  • For textural contrast • For themed gardens • 
 

• For every crazy garden idea you’ve ever had! • 
 

Slide list: 
 
1. Incrediball hydrangea, phormium, loropetalum  
2-4. Proven Winners Michigan display gardens 
5. Quick Fire panicle hydrangea 
6. Walters Gardens, Zeeland, MI 
7. What people think of when they hear “shrub garden” 
8-13. Tony & Marie Newton’s Four Seasons Garden 
14. Oso Happy Petit Pink rose over three seasons 
15. Multi-branched habit enables creative uses 
16. Many uses for shrubs at Mount Stewart Gardens in Northern Ireland 
17. Staghorn sumac creating an understory in a Cleveland, OH garden 
18. Limbed-up aralia in Ohio as a seating area 
19. Lo & Behold ‘Lilac Chip’ butterfly bush – very small shrub 
20. Inspired Violet butterfly bush – very large shrub 
21. Varied habits showing diversity in boxwoods 
22. Oso Easy landscape roses showing range of color 
23. Mixed border at Planting Fields arboretum 
25. Sugar Shack buttonbush and Aesculus parviflora in wet soil 
26. ‘Scentsation’ honeysuckle & Summer Wine ninebark for clay soil 
27. Deutzia as a groundcover for a slope 
28. Boxwood to deter deer at Colonial Williamsburg 
29. Shrubs for shape – cypress in California 
30. The graceful, fountain-like habit of Lespedeza 
31. Contrasting habits of ninebark, mugo pine, and fennel 
32. Standard (tree-form) ‘Limelight’ showing human manipulation of habit 
33. Ladew Gardens topiary (Monkton, MD) 
34. Boxwood in a formal garden – Cleveland, OH 
35. Boxwood in an herb garden – Matthaei Botanical Garden, Ann Arbor, MI 
36. Boxwood to corral ‘Annabelle’ hydrangea – Buffalo, NY 
37. Yew garden “gate” – Hudson, NY 
38. Butterfly bush archway – Buffalo, NY 



39. Climbing hydrangea on branch pergola – Catskill, NY 
40. Hedge walls – Wave Hill, Bronx, NY 
42. Formality: shrub-dominant private garden in Cleveland, OH  
43. Shrubs as framework for an extravagant private garden on Long Island, NY 
44. Boxwood and barberry in a formal knot garden – Long Island, NY 
45. Espaliered apple – Bloomfield Hills, MI 
46. Semi-formal private garden, Buffalo, NY 
47. Boxwoods provide a touch of formality in New Orleans, LA 
48. Incrediball hydrangea and Banana Cream Shasta daisy in Zeeland, MI 
49. A welcoming sidewalk in Berkley, CA 
50. Manipulating Black Lace elderberry to be used in a perennial planting 
51. Staghorn sumac in a natives-only garden in Cleveland, OH 
52. A beautifully planted moment in Cleveland, OH 
53. Panicle hydrangea & vines in Buffalo, NY 
54. Climbing hydrangeas in our main trial garden in Grand Haven, MI 
55. Growing wintercreeper euonymus on a tree 
56. Upright juniper and yew as a focal point in Cleveland, OH 
57. Three shrub focal points in Knoxville, TN 
58. Variegated pagoda dogwood in a busy landscape – Long Island, NY 
59. Shrub as a focal point in a meadow garden – Ghent, NY 
60. Cotinus and foxglove in Ireland 
61. Unusual color in a tropical hibiscus shrub 
62. Fading hydrangea and coleus – Buffalo, NY 
63. A complicated color scheme – Four Seasons Garden in England 
64. Cherries and forsythia at the Morris Arboretum in Philadelphia, PA 
65. Barberry and spiraea for color at Chanticleer, Wayne, PA 
66. Purple barberry backdrop – Ghent, NY 
67. Tiny barberry in a perennial planting – Cleveland, OH 
68. Birch and peony foliage in a fleeting but beautiful color moment 
69. Consider fall color too – our trial garden in Grand Haven, MI 
70. Koreanspice viburnum for fragrance 
71. ‘Miss Kim’ lilac standards – Bean Garden, Dublin, NH 
72. Little Henry itea in Cleveland, OH 
73. Sweet Emotion and Ruby Anniversary abelia – great fragrant shrubs 
74. Shrubs for texture: golden elderberry, variegated dogwood, rodgersia 
75. Oakleaf hydrangea and blue spruce – Long Island, NY 
76. Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Gracilis’ as a backdrop – Buffalo, NY 
77. Themed gardens: native plants (Fothergilla) on the Highline, NY 
78. Rose garden: David Austin rose garden in England 
79. Pollinator gardens 
80. Cut flower gardens 
82. What can you dream up? Hydrangea hanging basket at Longwood Gardens, PA 
83. Upright boxwood army, Cleveland, OH 
84. Creatively pruned barberry, Cleveland, OH 
85. Living willow arches – Cleveland Botanical Garden 
86. Bobo hydrangea and petunia for a super-floriferous container 
87. ‘Hakuro-Nishiki’ willow as an archway in Cleveland, OH 
88. Spiral cypress in the Donahue garden, Berkley, CA 
 
 

 


