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Korean 2451                                  The Ohio State University                                Spring 2015 

Korean Literature in Translation 

 
Time and classroom : Wednesday & Friday 2:20-3:40pm, Page Hall 060 
Instructor: Pil Ho Kim  kim.2736@osu.edu 
Office: Hagerty Hall 369 (Phone: 292-9601) 
Office hours: Wednesday 10am-noon, or by appointment  

 

Course Description 
 
A literary heritage is an amalgam of private and public consciousness, styles, and aesthetic 
sensibilities of its people. Modern Korean literature illuminates Korea’s unique geographic and 
historic dimensions in its poetics and storytelling, weaving around the tumultuous history of 
modernization, colonization, national division, violent conflicts, and globalization. This course 
aims to provide students with a global perspective on modern Korean literature. We will review 
narratives, poems, and feature films that are deemed to best represent Korea’s past and present, 
paying close attention to its form and content, art and politics, language and style, gender and 
identity. In association with the Institute for Korean Studies (IKS) at the OSU, this course will 
also feature three special lectures delivered by distinguished experts in Korean history, society 
and culture. As a GEC elective for the Arts and Humanities, this course sets the goal of helping 
students develop cross-cultural awareness and sensitivity to race, ethnic, and gender biases 
beyond Europe and the U.S. 

Required Texts and Course Materials 
 
All course readings listed on the syllabus are required and readily accessible through Carmen; 
they are online resources available either in public domain, OSU Library, or under fair use. Links 
to audiovisual materials, and other recommended texts for understanding the broad historical 
context of Korean literature will be also made available through Carmen. 

Assignments and Grading 
 
Pop quizzes  
There is no written midterm or final exam, but a total of seven pop quizzes will be taken over the 
semester. Refer to Course Schedule for the date and coverage of each quiz, which tests students’ 
knowledge of the course material. The lowest quiz score will be dropped and the remaining six 
scores will count for 30% of the final grade (i.e., 5% per quiz). No makeup quiz will be given.  
 
Response papers  
All students are required to write a minimum of 400-word paper in response to each of the three 
IKS special lectures. Students are supposed to formulate their own ideas and raise critical 
questions rather than simply summarize lectures. Each paper counts for 5% of the final grade. 
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Paper is due in the next class following each lecture, preferably to be uploaded on Carmen but 
email or paper copy also accepted. Late submission will be penalized by 1% point deduction for 
each day past due. 
 
Final project: presentation and essay 
All students are required to conduct a group or individual project, which consists of a 
presentation a final essay. Students can form a group (of no more than four), do a presentation 
together, and choose to write a final paper either individually or as a group.    
Students will choose a topic and seek for instructor’s approval before Spring Break, and write a 
short proposal of about 500-600 words in length (about 2 double-spaced pages), including a list 
of references. Presentation should be about 10 minutes long for an individual and 15-20 minutes 
long for a group depending on the size. Final paper should be at minimum 2,500 words (about 10 
double-spaced pages) for single-author (4,000 for two, 6,000 for three, and 8,000 words for four 
co-authors) including proper citations, endnotes and bibliography. The final project counts for 
45% of the final grade – 5% for proposal, 10% for presentation, and 30% for term paper.  
 
Class attendance and participation 
An absence will be counted as an absence regardless of the reason, and will be excused only upon 
the instructor’s discretion for extenuating circumstances with verifiable written document on a 
case by case basis. A missing class will result in 1% deduction from attendance and participation, 
which counts for 10% of the final grade. Attendance check will be done at the beginning of class, 
and leaving early after attendance check without instructor approval constitutes an absence. 
Those who are late (arriving at class after attendance check) will have 0.5% deduction; same for 
classroom distraction with digital devices (cell phone, tablet, notebook computer, etc.). 
 
Grading scheme and policy 
Pop quizzes: 30% (5% x 6 quiz scores)  
Response papers: 15% (5% x 3 papers) 
Final project: 45% (proposal 5% + presentation 10% + essay 30%) 
Attendance and participation: 10% 
As a matter of principle, grading is non-negotiable. The only exception would be apparent 
grading errors. In case of such errors, contact instructor with clear evidence.  
 
Academic misconduct 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. (The term 
“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 
examinations.) Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the 
committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 
 
Disability services  
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 
appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of the needs. 
The office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TTD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ 
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Course Schedule (subject to change) 

Week Day Content  
 

Assignment due (reading/writing) 

W1 
 
 

1/14 
(W) 

Course introduction 
Overview of modern Korean literature 

 

1/16 
(F) 

Korean literary history Bruce Fulton, “Literature” in The Koreas 

W2 
 

1/21 
(W) 

Short stories in two Koreas at the turn of 
the new millenium:  South 
Video: Interview with Han Kang 

Han Kang, “Vegeterian” (2004) 
 

1/23 
(F) 

Short stories in two Koreas at the turn of 
the new millenium: North 

Han Ung-bin, “Second Encounter”(1999) 
 

W 3 
 
 

1/28 
(W) 

Comparison of North and South Korean 
contemporary literatures 
Film: 301/302 

Two poems by O Yŏng-jae and two poems 
by Li Chong-dŏk (North);  
Poems by Jang Jung Il and others (South)  

1/30 
(F) 

Quiz #1 
Group discussion on North/South Korean 
poetry 

 

W 4 
 

2/4 
(W)  

The Korean War and literature Chan E. Park, “Introduction” in Sunlight in 
a Distant Place by Hong Yunsook 

2/6 
(F) 

Video: “The Square” (1960) by Ch’oe In-
hun 

Han Sŏrya, “Jackals” (1951) 

W 5 
 

2/11 
(W) 

Quiz #2 
Colonialism and national division in 
literature 

Cho Chŏngnae, “Land of Exile” (1981) 
 

2/13 
(F) 

IKS Special Lecture 1:  “Cultural 
Americanization in Postcolonial South 
Korea” by Professor Charles Kim 
(History, University of Wisconsin) 

Chŏn Kwang-yong “Kapitan Lee” (1962) 
 

W 6 
 
 

2/18 
(W)  

Colonialism and national literature I: The 
case of Yi Kwang-su 
Film: “Soil” (1960) 

Response paper #1 
Yi Kwang-su, “The Value of Literature” 
(1910); Beongcheon Yu, “His Career” 

2/20 
(F)  

Video: LTI Korea, Yi Sang 
 

Poems by  Han Yong-un, Sim Hun, Yi 
Yuksa, Im Hwa, Paek Sŏk, and Yi Sang 

W 7 2/25 
(W) 

Quiz #3 
Colonialism and national literature II 
Video: “Land” (1969-1994) by Pak 
Kyŏng-ni 

K. Connie Kang, "Trapped by Han: Land 
by Park Kyong-ni" 
Kyung-ja Chun, "Review of Pak Kyong-ni, 
Land" 

2/27 
(F) 

Women writers during the national crisis: 
the case of Pak Kyŏng-ni 

Pak Kyŏng-ni, “A Time of Disbelief” 
(1957)  

W 8 
 
 

3/4 
(W) 

Quiz #4 
South Korean feminist literature 
Video: LTI Korea, Pak Wan-sŏ, Gong Ji-
young 

Kang Sŏk-kyŏng, "Days and Dreams" 
(1985) 
Pak Wan-sŏ, “Haesan Pagaji”  (1986) 
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Final essay due: May 6, 2015 

3/6 
(F) 

IKS Lecture 2 “South Korean Feminists’ 
Bargain: Feminist Discourse and the 
Movement to Abolish Prostitution” by 
Professor Seung-Kyung Kim (Women’s 
Studies, University of Maryland) 

Gong Ji-young, “Human Decency” (1993) 

W 9 
 

3/11 
(W) 

‘Engagement’ – literature as political 
protest 
Video: LTI Korea, “60 Years of Korean 
Literature” 

Response paper #2  
Poems by Kim Su-yŏng, Ko Ŭn, Kim Chi-
ha, etc.  

3/13 
(F)  

From Engagement to Minjung literature  Final project topic due  
Cho Se-hŭi, The Dwarf (1978) 

W10 3/18-
20 

Spring Break: No Class  

W11  
 

3/25 
(W) 

Quiz #5 
Film: “A Single Spark” (1995) 

Cho Young-rae (1983) A Single Spark: The 
Biography of Chun Tae-il, excerpt 

3/27 
(F) 

Minjung literature and radical politics 
 

Poems by Kim Nam-ju and Pak No-hae 
 

W 12 
 

4/1 
(W) 

Quiz #6 
Literary conservatism and traditionalism 
Video: Interview with Yi Mun-yŏl 

 
Yi Mun-yŏl, “The Old Hatter” (1979)  

4/3 
(F) 

Aesthetics of ‘Pure’ Literature 
Video: Interview with Hwang Tong-gyu 

Poems by Sŏ Chŏng-ju, Ku Sang, and 
Hwang Tong-gyu  

W13 
 

4/8 
(W) 

K-Lit after K-Pop? Globalizing Korean 
Literature  
Video: Interview with Shin Kyung Sook 

Shin Kyung Sook, “The Strawberry Field” 
(2000)  
Final project proposal due 

4/10 
(F) 

Quiz #7 
Video: Kim Young-ha 

Kim Young-ha,  “My Brother’s Back” 
(2004) 

W14 
 

4/15 
(W) 

IKS Lecture 3 Production and 
consumption of sacred objects in Korea 
by Professor Laurel Kendall 
(Anthropology, American Museum of 
Natural History) 

 

4/17 
(F) 

Final presentation Response paper #3  
 

W15 
 

4/22 
(W) 

Final presentation  

4/24 
(F) 

Final presentation  


