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This Page’s Mission: Advocate for positive change and provide a forum for conversations that move our communities, state and nation forward.

To maintain democracy, refuse
candidates who don’t

As we witness the unfolding trage-
dy in Russia’s attack on Ukraine, we
can be thankful that the world is in
agreement to rebuke Putin, including
countries that have formerly been
neutral.

Donald Trump and some politicians
and media outlets have praised Putin
and criticized President Biden. What
could be more dangerous than siding
with dictators who do not adhere to
the rule of law?

With midterm elections coming up,
let’s educate ourselves about candi-
dates who back democracy, and refuse
those who want your vote only to fur-
ther their own interests at the expense
of our country. The responsibility of
maintaining our democracy belongs to
all of us. 

Susan B. West, Athens

Zelenskyy a hero the world
can get behind

President Joe Biden announced im-
mediately after his inauguration that
“America is back.” He pledged unity
within the U.S. and the world through
his years of experience as a senator. 

One year into his presidency, his
proclamations have been a failure. 

Enter Ukraine president Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. In one week, he has suc-
cessfully united an entire world to co-
alesce behind his country in fighting a
far superior foe and invader. 

How? By his actions. The actions
preceded his rhetoric, thus making
him significantly different from the
leaders in America. 

Biden extended his assistance to
safely remove Zelenskyy from harm’s
way. Did he do this as a gesture of
goodwill? Yes, he did, but he made an
American culture offer that he would

want were he were in Zelenskyy’s
shoes. He would want and most likely
accept the offer of safe asylum.

This is the difference between the
American leader’s attitude when placed
at risk and a leader who is totally com-
mitted to his country and not only re-
fuses to leave but is actively involved
with the defense of his country.

The world responded almost imme-
diately to Zelenskyy. They wanted to do
everything humanly possible to support
the Ukrainian people and their presi-
dent. 

Needless to say that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin never anticipated
this type of massive and immediate
worldwide response and rallying behind
Zelenskyy. He never had to fear this
from Biden or any other so-called Amer-
ican leader.

Richard Caster, Westerville 

Buckeye Nation urges men’s
basketball team to be ‘contender’

Buckeye Nation has a message for
this men’s basketball team. We have
lived and died with you this year. You
have beaten good teams on the road and
lost to mediocre teams at home. The
problem is between the ears and your
motivation is elusive. You are a capable
team.

What comes to mind is an old rock ‘n’
roll song called “The Great Pretender” by
a group called the Platters. Every team
player should listen to the song and ask
themselves if they “fit the mold.” The
song says, “Too real is this feeling of
make-believe.” The song continues,
“You played the game, but to our real
shame, you’ve left us to grieve all alone.” 

On these upcoming tournaments, we
don’t want to “pretend that you’re still
around.” We are looking for that em-
phatic. “Yes, we’re the Great Contender.”
Make Buckeye Nation proud! 

Tom Devlin, Johnstown

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I was 7 years old when I first realized I
was different. I had just returned home
from an afternoon in the woods with my
friends and was covered in mud from
head to toe. My mom took one look at
me and asked in anger, “Can’t you just
act like a girl for once?”

I was 27 years old when I first said out
loud, “I am trans.” I texted my family, “I
met with a doctor and I’m starting tes-
tosterone today. I don’t want to talk
about it. I just wanted to let you know.”

Those years between 6 and 27 were
turbulent. An inability to feel at home in
my own body, a determination to bury
my identity, and a building resentment
for the realities of growing up trans in
America fed into 10 years of substance
abuse as an adult.

I finally became sober at 27 years old,
three months before coming out as
trans. I often wonder how different my
life would be had my parents been in-

formed of gender-affirming care, had
treatment been accessible as a kid.
Would I still have lost 10 years to addic-
tion? How much further ahead would I
be now?

Ohio House Bill 454 threatens to ban
lifesaving health care for trans youth
across Ohio. Simply growing up trans-
gender is a hurdle within itself, let alone
while facing an onslaught of anti-trans
legislation.

According to The Trevor Project, over
half of all transgender youth in the Unit-
ed States seriously contemplated sui-
cide in 2020. Of those in Ohio who are
fortunate enough to have supportive
caregivers, their right to healthcare is
now threatened by proposed legisla-
tion.

Given that scientific studies over-
whelmingly identify gender-affirming
care as lifesaving, it is hard to under-
stand why there is such fierce opposi-
tion against it. Much of the national
criticism is based in misinformation
and rhetoric.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
recently referred to gender-affirming
health care as “chopping off boys’ and
girls’ private parts” just after Texas Gov.

Greg Abbott deemed trans health care
child abuse. Not only is this rhetoric
harmful to the trans community, but it is
simply false.

The overwhelming majority of youth
who receive gender-affirming health-
care are initially given treatment that is
non-invasive. 

Most importantly, doctors are dem-
onstrating to these kids that they are
not alone and that they have options to

lead a fulfilling life.
The first time I truly felt hope, I was

walking out of a doctor’s appointment
with a pamphlet about trans-affirming
health care in one hand and a prescrip-
tion for testosterone in the other. I was
27 years old. Despite every attempt I had
made to bury my trans identity, no
amount of drugs, alcohol, or denial
made it go away.

Almost three years since beginning
hormone replacement therapy and I am
now almost three years sober, working
on a second master’s degree and en-
rolled as a 2022 cohort Ph.D candidate. 

There is no doubt in my mind that
trans-affirming care saved my life. 

It allowed me to realize my goals and
passions, but more importantly, taught
me that my body can be a home for a life
worth living.

Ohio House Bill 454 will not stop kids
from being trans; it will only teach them
that they are not worthy of the care they
deserve.

Micah Mitchell is a graduate research
associate and a MSW/Ph.D candidate at
Ohio State University. He obtained both
his bachelor’s and master’s degree from
the University of Cincinnati.

Gender-affirming health care saves lives
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Chandler Rupert, leader of Students
for a Democratic Society at Ohio State
University, helps lead chants during a
protest against a transgender sports
bill at the Ohio Statehouse on June 25,
2021. KYLE ROBERTSON/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Ohio lawmakers are jumping on a
critical race theory political bandwagon.
Although House Bill 327 no longer uses
provocative wording about divisive
concepts, this poorly disguised grenade
under the tent of higher education can
explode with unintended conse-
quences.

The bill violates national standards
for higher education by connecting
learning to political whim. It poses a se-
rious threat to the future of Ohio, for the
proposed law will impair our student’s
ability to get federal financial aid within
our state.

As longtime advocates for excellence
in Ohio higher education, we serve on
the Higher Learning Commission (HLC)
Peer Corps. The HLC is one of seven ac-
crediting organizations with the author-
ity to determine whether colleges and
universities in the United States are ac-
credited, and HLC is the accreditor for
higher education across the state of
Ohio.

By law, the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation relies on accrediting agencies
such as HLC to determine an institu-
tion’s eligibility for U.S. government as-
sistance. Students must attend an ac-
credited college or university to apply
for and to receive federal student grants
or loans.

The HLC criteria for accreditation are
clearly apolitical. “The governing board
of the institution is autonomous to
make decisions in the best interest of
the institution … to ensure the institu-
tion’s integrity.” House Bill 327 violates
the sensible HLC safeguard that, “The
governing board preserves its inde-
pendence from undue influence on the
part of donors, elected officials, owner-
ship interests or other external parties.”

If we foolishly sacrifice accreditation
from HLC, is there any hope to earn it
from another accreditor? Every single
one of the seven regional accreditors

maintain the time-tested balance be-
tween academic freedom and respon-
sibility of each institution’s faculty. Ev-
ery accreditor clearly defines and sup-
ports integrity, some with even strong-
er requirements than the HLC. 

The Middle States Commission on
Higher Education’s policy on “Political
Intervention in Education” states
“Teaching and learning require free
and full exposure to information and
ideas, the right to question or dissent,
and opportunities to study, research,
and debate, free of political pressure.
The academy requires that inquiry and
analysis must be guided by evidence
and ethics, unfettered by political in-
tervention.”

House Bill 327 violates national
standards for higher education by im-
posing a political agenda upon our
classrooms, upon our instructors and,
most sadly, upon our students. Learn-
ing the critical thinking skills required
for global success is impaired by politi-
cal prescriptions that neither treat nor
cure.

Passage of this bill threatens the ac-
creditation of every public college and
university in Ohio — and loss of ac-
creditation means the loss of federal
funding, including the federal finan-
cial aid that so many students rely
upon to access post-high school edu-
cation.

This bill threatens the future of stu-
dents and prospective students at our
community and technical colleges, re-
gional campuses and public universi-
ties. The proposed law will trigger eco-
nomic and intellectual losses in Ohio
as students seek education out-of-
state. House Bill 327 is a foolish gam-
ble with our children’s future.

Julie Carpenter-Hubin retired in
2019 from Ohio State University, where
she was the assistant vice president for
Institutional Research and Planning.
She serves as a peer reviewer and team
chair for the Higher Learning Com-
mission.

Dr. Ken Lee is the chair of the Ohio
State Faculty Council and elected uni-
versity senator. He serves on the High-
er Learning Commission Peer Corps
and is a Fellow of the American Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Science.

Proposed law threatens
accreditation, funding
of colleges, universities
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