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Context

Laws have been exclusively written in favor of the ruling class, which
has been white cisgender males historically. They seem to have
complete control of what social norms are and how these norms are
governed. In turn, this ruling class of white supremacy historically
writes the laws governing our country, states, and territories.
Obeying the rules of gender has been carved into US culture; we
have specific colors for certain genders, and only the binary is
taught to everyday people. So what do you do if you are breaking
the law by simply being yourself? What if you are denied these rights

because of your gender expression or sexual orientation? Where
can you get gender justice?

Although the world has made leaps and bounds towards
transgender inclusivity, the United States has many limitations in
legal proceedings. In this toolkit, resources on navigating the ID,
name change, and voting laws and how this is important within the
medical field and insurance.
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Name Change Laws

Name change laws are important to allow transgender people to legally identify as their
preferred name, and use that name in other bureaucratic areas of the united states legal system.
Often, a transgender person will refer to their assigned name at birth as their ‘Dead name’.
However, without legally changing a ‘dead name’, areas such as medical care, legal assistance,
taxes, and law enforcement, will refer to people as what their identification states. In order to
change documents like a driver's license, passport, and social security card, one must first obtain
a court-ordered name change. This can be applied in a variety of different areas however the
process to do so all begins with a court order name change. This is a tedious, time-consuming,
and not easily navigable pathway that makes legally changing a name a daunting task. Luckily

there are a variety of resources available to try and make things clear.

Additionally TransOhio and Equitas Health both provide legal clinics, with lawyers prepared to assist in
court hearings and applications for name change. Equitas states this is only necessary if you believe a
problem has arisen during your hearing and is not needed in most cases. Once the hearing is over both
of these resources are then prepared to help navigate you with the next processes such as changing
name and gender for social security, a passport, a driver’s license, citizenship status, and many other
identification methods. At the end of the day, these resources are not comprehensive and are still
quite confusing. The framework in which name change laws are set is to purposely confuse and create
difficulty for individuals to change genders. American systems inherently catered towards cis straight
white men, and things such as gender change do not fit into this mold. Therefore, rights that go
against this grain are neglected and the processes to change them are very difficult. Resources like
Equitas and TransOhio allow navigating these turbulent waters to occur, but there needs to be large
changes made to the system as a whole if we want to make these processes available to those without

resources.
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Voting Rights

|

Voting is more crucial than ever in 2021. The stakes are high as voter suppression laws are
passed by elected officials playing by the rules and regulations that have been exclusively
written in favor of the ruling class, which has been white cisgender males historically. These
elected officials are voted to serve their communities and everyone in them, regardless of their
identities and backgrounds. They seem to have complete control of what social norms are
allowed and how these cis-het norms are governed, so it is in every eligible voter's self-interest
to be able to vote without roadblocks like having a state I.D. that doesn't match your gender
expression and having your name changed so that you can live your life in peace. In turn, this
ruling class of white supremacy historically writes the laws governing our country, states, and
territories. Obeying the rules of gender has been carved into U.S. culture; we have specific

colors for certain genders, and only the binary is taught to everyday people.
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Healthcare and Medical Insurance
]

Alongside name changes and voting laws, medical insurance and healthcare are also
civic/procedural barriers for transgender people. In the United States, there are many states that
make transgender health procedures difficult if not impossible to receive by excluding transgender
coverage in Medicaid. Few states offer protection for transgender individuals from private insurance

companies and most laws that offer protection are about prohibiting exclusion, not mandating

inclusion. This language could allow loopholes in protection that give insurance companies leverage

to refuse coverage. Furthermore, recent studies have shown that one of the biggest barrier to health
care is "lack of access due to lack of providers who are sufficiently knowledgeable on the topic". As
transgender rights continue to gain traction, there are increasing amounts of organizations that
offer vital information about insurance and health care.
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