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Abstract  
To support a campus-area community as they explored how food could be a catalyst for urban 
neighborhood development, an interdisciplinary Ohio State University team collaborated with community 
partners on a two-year planning project that included an education plan, business plan, capital campaign, 
facility plans, and a shared vision for a sustainable regional food hub. While the project focused on 
healthy food access, it linked with community initiatives for transportation, public safety, health, housing, 
and beautification. This project illustrates how universities operate as anchor institutions responding to 
community priorities and driving change. 
 
Introduction  
The main Columbus campus of The Ohio State University’s (OSU) is one of America’s largest and most 
comprehensive public universities, with 14 colleges, and more than 56,000 students, 43,000 employees, 
and a $5 billion budget. The University District encompasses thirteen unique neighborhoods surrounding 
the Columbus campus, including Weinland Park, an urban neighborhood located between downtown 
Columbus, Ohio and OSU’s main campus.  
 
Weinland Park is a neighborhood of approximately 4,600 residents located in Franklin County, 
immediately southeast of OSU and less than one mile north of downtown Columbus. The area was a 
streetcar suburb planned in 1916 and named after Edgar Weinland, a popular city councilman in the 
1920s. Throughout the years, the neighborhood has experienced many transitions and shifts in the 
relationship with OSU. 
 
OSU began influencing neighboring communities in 1870 as the Neil Farm became a land-grant 
university. After World War II, the Weinland Park community endured decades of decline and 
disinvestment. Various stakeholder groups, such as the University Community Association (1961), the 
University District Organization (1971), the University Community Business Association (1984), 
Campus Partners for Community Urban Redevelopment (1995), the Weinland Park Civic Association 
(1996), and the Weinland Park Collaborative (2008), contributed to community development and 
redevelopment. 
 
According to the American Community Survey (2005–2009), the Weinland Park community did not rank 
well in regard to social and economic indicators, such as employment, poverty, public assistance, and 
education. Weinland Park had a violent crime rate, over three times higher than the larger Columbus 
community (Columbus Police Department, 2010). In 2009, a majority (91%) of Weinland Park survey 
respondents were renters, many unable to meet minimum requirements needed to own or rent-to-own a 
home. Weinland Park’s average household income was well below the average for Columbus, and also 
had a disproportionate percentage of households earning less than $10,000 a year as evidenced by the 
high concentration of Section 8 housing units.  
 
Despite the challenges of this community, residents and businesses have demonstrated resiliency. Over 
time, major public and private investments contributed to community renewal and the evolution of a 
stable, mixed-income neighborhood in Weinland Park. New developments included the Weinland Park 
Elementary School, The Ohio State University Schoenbaum Family Center, a new police sub-station, a 
new Kroger grocery store, the South Campus Gateway on High Street, various housing developments, 
plans for a new library, and redevelopment of brownfield sites.  The community decided to use food as a 
focus for transformation. As a result of this focus, more progress is continuing with development of the 
Food District at Weinland Park, emergence of the new Community Economic Development Corporation 
of Ohio (CEDCO), and ongoing work of the Weinland Park Collaborative. 
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Food systems are intentional, collaborative efforts between consumers in cities, decision makers, and food 
producers in a region to build more locally-based, self-reliant food economies—where sustainable food 
production, processing, distribution and consumption are integrated to enhance the economic, 
environmental and social health (Feenstra 2002).  
 
To explore how the Weinland Park community could develop a community food system as a catalyst for 
urban neighborhood development, an interdisciplinary group of OSU researchers teamed up with the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), Godman Guild, Wagenbrenner Companies, Local 
Matters, and the Weinland Park Civic Association. With funding support from a U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Challenge Grant, the team invested in a two-year 
Urban Agriculture Overlay Planning Project.  
 
As part of the OSU College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, OSU Extension 
established an office in the university district adjacent to the Columbus campus in 2002, which provided a 
strong foundation for this project. For more than ten years, OSU Extension worked with faculty, staff, and 
students to provide a consistent presence and innovative education in the Weinland Park community. 
OSU Extension educators serve in varyig advisory roles with the Weinland Park Collaborative, Weinland 
Park Community Civic Association Advisory Group, University District Organization, University 
Community Business Association, Ohio Transportation Authority Mobility Advisory Board, United Way 
of Central Ohio Leadership Advisory Committee, and the Community Economic Development 
Corporation of Ohio (CEDCO). Extension educators desire to improve communities through helping 
others learn (McGrath, Conway, and Johnson, 2007).  
 
Interest in food and farming system development creates an opportunity for Extension to provide 
leadership and expertise (Sharp, Clark, Davis, and Smith, 2011). Worldwide Extension organizations 
have long played a vital role in advancing technology transfer and human development in 115 countries. 
In the United States, Extension organizations are part of the land-grant university system, established by 
President Abraham Lincoln through the Morrill Act in 1862, which launched public institutions in each 
state. In 1914, the Cooperative Extension System (CES) was created by the Smith-Lever Act as a 
collaboration between federal, state, and local government for land-grant universities to link their research 
and education with local communities. Extension educators set the stage for stable relationships, inter-
organizational linkages, and feedback loops upon which localized food systems could be built (Dunning, 
et al., 2012; Gulati and Gargiulo, 1999; Ramasawmy and Fort, 2011; Sundkvist et al., 2005). 
 
Food was an especially appropriate area of focus for a number of reasons. The food and agriculture 
cluster (farms, processing, wholesaling, retailing, and food service) is the largest sector of Ohio’s 
economy. This industry cluster contributes $105 billion to Ohio’s economy every year and accounts for 
14% of Ohio’s employment, or 1 in 7 jobs (Sporleder, 2012 OHFOOD model).  Ohio’s unique proximity of 
metropolitan and micropolitan areas link rural and urban consumers, growers, and communities, making Ohio 
ideal for community food systems development.  Producers raise many species of livestock and more than 
200 different crops (fruits, vegetables, herbs, meat, nuts, eggs, dairy products, and more). Ohio is one of 
the top ten states for direct-to-consumer marketing (2007 Census of Ag.) and one of the top five states for 
food production of bakery, dairy, snacks, spices, maple syrup, and other products. Entrepreneurs are 
emerging through a variety of businesses, including a growing number of wineries, breweries, and 
distilleries–many located in urban areas and using local product in production. 
 
Methods 
Food systems have great bearing on the quality of urban life (Pothukuchi and Kaufman, 1999).  The 
steering committee for this community food system project was committed to developing an educational 
plan, a business plan, facility plans, a capital campaign, and a shared vision for a sustainable regional 
food hub. The committee drew upon the research and practice for community food system development, 
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urban neighborhood revitalization, and urban-situated university engagement. Community-university 
partnerships have taken many forms and have been recognized as a valuable contribution to both the 
academic community and our cities (Kotval, 2003). 
 
The project steering committee included collaborators from community organizations representing 
residents, businesses, philanthropic organizations, government agencies, faith-based leadership, and 
Campus Partners. Public-private partnerships between cities, lenders, developers, and universities are 
happening across the U.S.  The OSU Extension team operated within the context of OSU as one 
university focused on learning, discovery, and service.  OSU Extension leaders tapped into national 
Extension resources through a food system Community of Practice and the National Urban Leaders 
Network of Extension professionals who represent our state land-grant Extension leadership and those 
working in our largest cities. As we enter what the Brookings Institute referred to as an urban age and 
metropolitan century, people and societies now live, operate, communicate, and engage through 
collaborative networks that work for consumers, companies, and cities (Katz, 2012). 
 
Diverse stakeholder engagement is not always easy, especially when addressing the many issues 
surrounding food. Competing interests and tensions are common within various aspects of the food 
system (Campbell, 2004). Creative collaboration requires a commitment to a shared vision; contribution 
of meaningful resources; unified movement toward a common goal; intentional and open communication; 
accountability (Ludwig, Andrews, and Ciccone, 2008) and operating as interdependent rather than 
altogether self-determinant (White, 2009). 
 
This project aligned with other central Ohio, statewide, and regional food system development, such as 
the Ohio Food Policy Council Network. The project resulted in an education plan, business plan, capital 
campaign, facility plans, and a shared vision for a sustainable regional food hub, the Food District at 
Weinland Park. While the steering committee collaborated on all aspects of the project, the 
interdisciplinary OSU Extension team focused specifically on the food education components,  
• conducting survey research; 
• piloting educational workshops;  
• facilitating ideation sessions and strategic planning dialogues; 
• meeting with stakeholders at numerous events; and 
• engaging in ongoing interaction through the University District Extension office. 

Survey research included a Community Food Assessment Survey to better understand educational 
interests and preferred mode of instruction, as well as the community members’ thoughts on food 
production, food and business, food and family, and food and community.  Educational programs piloted 
during the project featured a Grow Your Own workshop series and a new Master Urban Farmer 
curriculum. 

Results: The Education Plan 
The educational plan was built onto existing education and infrastructure. It remains flexible based on 
emerging interests related to specific developments (food production, food and business, food and family, 
food and community). A primary goal of the plan was to cultivate community through food-related 
education and sustainable economic development. Sustainability must extend to every stage in the life 
cycle of food, ranging from farming practices to distribution to consumption (Gopalan, 2001). 
 
Education played a key role in the project. A framework for the educational plan emerged through the 
investigative process. Development of a common, understandable food systems framework have come 
from numerous sources (Feenstra 2002; Anderson and Cook 1999; Gottlieb 2001; Gottlieb and Fisher 
1996; Hassanein 2003; Joseph 1999). 
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Figure 1. 
Front cover of education plan document 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The educational plan for the Food District at Weinland Park highlighted educational opportunities for 
those who live, work, learn, or worship in the neighborhood to gain knowledge and skills in four main 
areas of 
• food production; 
• food and business;  
• food and family; and 
• food and community. 

These four areas of focus are intended to help frame the sometimes overwhelming topic of food (Colbert, 
Fox, Haught, Hogan, Rabe, Welch, 2013).  There are connections between these areas. For example, 
community gardens are included in the food production section on growing for your family and also 
referenced in the food and community section as part of community planning and development. Within 
each area of food production, food and business, food and family, and food and community, a collection 
of some of the best educational programs and resources are presented in a consistent format to help 
address educational needs as the Food District develops over time.  Each of the four sections includes an 
example of existing food-related education already occurring in Weinland Park.  

Food Production in the City 
The urban food production section of the educational plan focused on growing with family and 
community; growing for profit; food production health and wellness; and safe food production and 
harvesting.  The themes of health, wellness, and food safety were woven into all four sections. Urban 
agriculture has been defined as the growing, processing, and distribution of food and other products 
through intensive methods in and around cities (Brown and Carter 2003). Urban spaces for food 
production include vacant lots, parks, bodies of water, rooftops, walls and fences, balconies, yards, 
basements, hoop houses, and greenhouses (Dunnett and Kingsbury, 2004; Pilcher, 2002; Fairholm, 1998; 
Kaufman and Bailkey, 2000). Between 2011 and 2013, more than 900 participants attended eighteen 
Grow Your Own workshops presented by OSU Extension, in cooperation with Local Matters and 
Godman Guild. The community also benefited from soil tests, development of community gardens, and 
other production assets emerging in the community.  Agriculture is a critical part of any movement 
toward sustainability because it can have profound effects on the environment, human health, and the 
social order (Horrigan et al., 2002). Urban agriculture is increasingly recognized by public health 
professionals, urban planners, community organizations, and policy-makers as a valuable tool for 
economic development, preservation of green space, and improvement of food security (Brown and 
Jameton, 2000). 
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Food and Business in the City 
The urban food and business section featured educational resources for business planning and 
management; workforce development; employee health and wellness; and food safety business practices. 
Resources were primarily intended for emerging and existing entrepreneurs and their employees. General 
business education helped food business owners and managers plan and address management, marketing 
and money issues. Food industry education and workforce development training added learning 
opportunities for specific food businesses, such as food retail, food service, food processing, and food 
distribution. Food safety education in this section addressed a range of foods, from production through 
processing, packaging, distribution, and other business practices. This section of the educational plan 
links with food production for commercial enterprises, food and family for those engaging in family 
business or youth entrepreneurship, and food and community as it influences business access to resources. 
Currently, there are some workforce development programs, new entrepreneur workshops, business 
development and various food industry education programs offered in the community and the region. This 
section of the plan highlighted both existing and potential resources to improve business knowledge, 
practices, and performance, ultimately to increase economic contributions to the local economy. Whether 
someone wanted to develop a retail stand at a community farmers’ market, a small catering company, a 
food truck, or a large food processing and fulfillment center, the resources in this section assist them from 
exploration, to launch and expansion. Similar to the other sections of the plan, learning opportunities may 
take place in existing or new community classrooms, computer labs, kitchens, production sites and 
teaching centers, as well as through offsite or virtual field trips, apprenticeship programs, on-the-job 
training opportunities, and independent learning. Value is redistributed along the food supply chain and 
creates opportunities for entrepreneurship in specialty and value-added products that incorporate feedback 
loops between consumers and those businesses (Bloom and Hinrichs, 2010). For the food processing 
component to be sustainable, it must use inputs that are sustainably grown and its transportation and 
distribution networks must also be sustainable (Gopalan 2001). 
 
Food and Family in the City 
The food and family section highlighted educational resources for adults and youth related to food access, 
preparation, and nutrition. Educational resources included opportunities to learn how to plan and prepare 
healthy meals; how to keep food safe; how to access healthy food; and how to access community 
resources to help with food security. Food security is a condition in which all community residents obtain 
a safe, culturally acceptable, nutritionally adequate diet through a sustainable food system that maximizes 
community self-reliance, social justice, and democratic decision-making (Hamm and Bellows, 2003). 
Programs in this section also offered the most up-to-date methods to safely preserve food through 
canning, freezing, or drying.  Those interested in learning more about how food impacts their health and 
wellness could select from numerous learning options, from basic printed resources to workshops in a 
variety of settings. Health is a critical factor, as close to one out of every three (30.9%) adults in Franklin 
County, where Weinland Park is located, were obese and 10% of adults had diabetes. The percentage of 
the population in Franklin County participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) increased by over 31% between 2009 and 2011 (from 11.7% to 15.4%). Many programs are 
underway to improve the health of youth, new mothers, and others in the community. The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation selected Weinland Park as one of three neighborhood revitalization projects in the nation to 
receive Casey’s Family-Centered Community Change (FCCC) Investment Strategy Grant. This grant will 
improve the well-being of children and their families through both community and family-focused 
innovations. The two-generation strategy will impact more than 600 families with young children and 
includes an enhanced workforce development program. 
 
Food and Community in the City 
The food and community section emphasized educational resources for community leaders involved in 
local and regional food policy, resource development, and management. This section of the educational 
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plan linked with food production as related to growing for family and community; food and business, as it 
influenced business access to resources; and food and family, as it supported access to community 
wellness. Community food groups often explore food policy issues and community resources that can 
improve food access, food security, the economy, and sustainability. Topics included planning and 
supporting community food developments; leadership; community health and wellness; and food safety at 
community events. The Weinland Park community has a strong foundation of community leadership and 
community engagement. Existing organizations include the Weinland Park Collaborative, Weinland Park 
Community Civic Association, University District Organization, University Community Business 
Association, United Way of Central Ohio, the Godman Guild, and the Community Economic 
Development Corporation of Ohio (CEDCO). Food touches everything and is the foundation of every 
economy, making social differences – an endlessly evolving enactment of family and community 
relationships (Counihan and Van Esterik, 2013). 
 
The educational plan not only affords those in Weinland Park an opportunity to advance food literacy, but 
also to promote action-oriented entrepreneurial activities that enhance the community’s quality of food, 
environment, and life. Ultimately, this project will serve as a catalyst for reseeding the next generation of 
urban gardeners/farmers; provide training opportunities for unemployed residents; help urban residents 
gain access to food and wellness; and contribute to a regional food system, which is diverse, resilient, and 
entrepreneurial. The educational plan is linked to the business plan, capital plan and designs for new 
community facilities. Some educational resources may be used immediately and were pilot tested during 
the planning phase of this project. Other resources may be used as the project evolves, and specific 
educational needs emerge. This educational plan can be used by those in Weinland Park, as well as others 
involved in urban food and agriculture. The plan was developed by OSU Extension professionals 
committed to the OSU Discovery Themes of food production and security; health and wellness; as well as 
the OSU College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) Signature Areas of food 
security, production, and human health; the OSU Extension Local Food Signature Program; the national 
Extension Community of Practice focused on Community, Local and Regional Food Systems. Through 
Extension, learners get research-based answers from specialists in America’s land-grant university 
system, created by Congress to study subjects relevant to everyday life. Professional educators and 
engaged students bring the results of their research into every community, providing unbiased, 
research-based practical education. When this is blended with local knowledge, the community and the 
campus benefits from co-discovery. 
 
As part of the educational plan development, OSU Extension conducted a Weinland Park Community 
Food Assessment Survey. By engaging residents during various community events and at various 
community locations in 2013, the OSU Extension staff and an AmeriCorps volunteer collected a total of 
169 completed surveys. These events/locations include but are not limited to: 
• Godman Guild – OSU Extension Computer Lab; 
• Moms2B – Weinland Park Group Meeting at Grace Baptist Church; 
• St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church; 
• Weinland Park Neighborhood Festival;  
• Northside Branch of the Columbus Public Library; 
• Community Properties of Ohio Community Cook-Out events; 
• Weinland Park Civic Association Meetings; and  
• Weinland Park Elementary Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meetings. 

 
Some of the findings focused on respondents’ learning preferences regarding what topics they wanted to 
learn about and how they wanted to learn. 
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Figure 2. 
2013 Weinland Park Community Food Assessment Survey, conducted by OSU Extension,  
Learning About Food in Urban Communities, Educational Plan for the Food District at Weinland Park 
 

 
The educational plan built onto existing education and infrastructure. It remains flexible based on 
emerging interests related to specific developments regarding food production, food and business, food 
and family, food and community. As part of the educational plan, the Food District at Weinland Park can 
benefit from staying connected to and collaborating with area food system developments in order to 
attract a broad range of educational resources and link specialized instructional expertise to serve priority 
needs identified in Weinland Park. 
 
The topic of food is quite broad, beginning with the variety of types of food; individuals’ past experience 
with food; and individuals’ interest in learning more about food production, business, family, and 
community.  
 
As the plan continues to development, some considerations include 
• planning for more specialized education; 
• enhancing, not replicating other regional learning opportunities; 
• filling gaps in education not currently offered through others; and 
• providing convenient transportation, financing, and access. 

 
Student-centered Learning 
Some educational foundations incorporated into the plan embraced student-centered learning for a range 
of learners, from youth through seniors who live, work, worship, or attend school in Weinland Park. The 
plan recommend the creation of effective learning environments for independent learning, one-on-one 
consulting, classroom lecture, hands-on education in computer labs, kitchens, fields, other structured on-
the-job training; and development of educational resources that move the learner from information 
attention, to relevance, confidence, and satisfaction (Keller, 1987). 
 
Creating a Culture 
To create a culture that inspires and nurturers learning, educational themes can be incorporated into the 
community through signage and displays that illustrate community values related to food education and 
food that is produced, prepared, served, and celebrated in Weinland Park. 
 
Educational needs and priorities will continue to emerge as the Food District at Weinland Park develops.  
This project provides a starting point and framework based on what was learned during the Urban 
Agriculture Overlay Planning Project. The educational plan is an ongoing process that will continue to 
develop as the community moves into various phases of implementation.  
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Results: Business and Facility Plan 
The educational plan interconnected with the business plan, facility plan, and the capital campaign based 
on the shared vision for a sustainable regional food hub the Food District at Weinland Park. Now that the 
HUD-funded planning project has concluded, next steps for project development focus on further 
development of community assets. 
 
The OSU Knowlton School of Architecture collaborated to engage students, community members, local 
leaders, and designers to explore and develop facility designs that reflected the project values and goals. 
 
Figure 3. 
Facility plans for the Food District at Weinland Park, http://thefooddistrict.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Weinland Park Food District is a collaborative effort of government, education, nonprofit, grassroots 
community partners, and neighborhood residents to create a locally based, self-reliant food economy – 
one in which sustainable food production, processing, distribution, and consumption is central while 
enhancing the economic, environmental and social health of the Weinland Park neighborhood and 
potentially the entire Central Ohio region. 
 
Results: Community Development Linkages 
While the project focused on healthy food access, it linked with community initiatives for transportation, 
public safety, healthy, housing, and beautification.  
 
Transportation 
According to the Weinland Park Community Mobility Plan, prepared for the City of Columbus, Division 
of Mobility Options, goals focused on the balancing the transportation system for moving people and 
goods by all modes (pedestrian, bicycle, automobile, transit, truck, and rail); reducing traffic violations; 
recognizing and strengthening the connection between land use and mobility (coordination with other 
planning efforts); promoting distinct and vibrant neighborhoods; addressing issues identified by 
community residents; recommending comprehensive yet implementable solutions. 
 
Public Safety 
Indicators of community safety continue to improve, with the help of improvements in the environment, 
programs, and community communications.  Examples include a new Northside Neighborhood Pride 

http://thefooddistrict.org/
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Center/Police substation, walking patrols by neighborhood adults, video surveillance cameras in 10 
locations, the Weinland Park Civic Association’s Safety Committee, an Innovative Neighborhood 
Options for Youth program, community restorative circles alternative for first-time misdemeanor juvenile 
offenders, and Campus Partners commitment to “Eliminate the Elements,” a pro-active safety initiative 
and policing/property management strategy.  
 
Health 
While members of the community have faced health challenges such as asthma, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart disease, obesity, and mental illness, the Weinland Park Collaborative’s Health Task Force 
identified three health-related goals of reducing usage of the hospital emergency room for primary care, 
improving management of chronic illnesses, and increasing access and utilization of health and wellness 
resources.  
Many agencies and organizations support individual, family, and community health.  For example, the 
Center for Disease Control’s Built Environment and Health Initiative (also known as the Healthy 
Community Design Initiative) is part of the National Center for Environmental Health's Division of 
Emergency and Environmental Health Services, http://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces . 
 
Housing 
Weinland Park had the highest concentration of project-based, Section 8 government subsidized housing 
in the city and a 50 percent annual turnover rate.  Through strategic investments that included a 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, Habitat for Humanity, a mixed-
income neighborhood is developing.  According to the Greater Ohio Policy Center (2014), Weinland Park 
is not exhibiting signs of gentrification and inherent factors are likely to prevent gentrification over time. 
Food is becoming an increasingly important part of not just our diets, but also our real estate 
developments (McMahon, 2011). 
  
Beautification 
Residents and volunteers of all ages join efforts led by the Weinland Park Civic Association 
Beautification Committee to improve the community through simple solutions such as decorative window 
boxes and comprehensive projects enhancing indoor and outdoor spaces. 
 
Together, these initiatives contribute to a healthy neighborhood by design. The project was recognized by 
peers at the 2014 Ohio Food Collaborators Conference, as the project most likely to impact the world in 
the next 10 years. 
 
Conclusion 
The community-designed healthy urban food system generated some planned context-sensitive solutions 
and some un-anticipated lessons about co-discovery between people in the community and people from 
the university as they become part of the community. The plans aligned with community interests, aligned 
with university priorities, and integrated food planning with other community planning efforts. 
 
Context-sensitive solutions through co-discovery aimed to improve: 
• sustainable food production practices and food production capacity; 
• business start-ups, employment and investment (food and business); 
• healthy behaviors and health indicators (food and family); and 
• social, environmental and economic conditions (food and community). 

As faculty and staff engaged with students and community members a blend of research-based knowledge 
and local knowledge to contribute to improvements with these objectives. 
  
  

http://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces
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Aligned with the Community: Urban-Suburban-Rural Dynamics 
The project aligned with local priorities and was guided by various community plans, including the 
emerging University District Plan drafted by the City of Columbus. As the project continues to develop, 
collaborators will benefit from continuing to align with central Ohio regional food system plans and will 
gain from considering unique urban-suburban-rural dynamics influencing Ohio food systems.  There is a 
need to better understand the economic, environmental, resource, legal, and human issues that affect rural, 
suburban, and urban communities. The linkages between metropolitan cities and rural countryside include 
movement of people, goods, capital, and other social transactions, which plays an important role in 
processes of rural and urban change (Tacoli, 1998). 
 
Alignment with the University 
This project aligned with the OSU’s Discovery Themes which focus on food production and security; 
health and wellness; energy and the environment. Officially launched in October, 2012, the Discovery 
Themes are based on the globe’s most pressing challenges and OSU’s role in ensuring a sustainable 
future, nourishing the world’s growing population, and promoting the health of people everywhere. With 
expertise in these areas located throughout OSU’s six campuses, 14 colleges, 111 departments, and 260 
centers and institutes, the Discovery Themes were identified as long-term targets of university-wide 
teaching, research, and engagement.   
 
OSU’s Office of University Outreach and Engagement advance partnerships that are mutually beneficial 
to the campus and the community.  As a land-grant university, OSU has an extensive Extension network 
that features OSU Extension in the City, an initiative to address the complexities of Ohio’s largest cities. 
This interdisciplinary group taps into resources from the national Extension Food Systems Community of 
Practice and the National Urban Leaders Network of Extension professionals who represent our state 
land-grant Extension leadership and those working in our largest cities. For Extension, the 2014 
centennial year offered a time for meaningful reflection on urban initiatives, including how to address the 
many issues surrounding food.  The investigation outlined in this article provides insight as Extension 
moves into a second century, with a sharpened focus on regional urban impacts through collaborative 
food system research-based education.   
 
As a land-grant university, a research intensive university, and a major urban university, OSU has a broad 
mission to fulfill.  The university-wide Discovery Themes, Outreach and Engagement, and land-grant 
Extension combined to make OSU a reliable project partner for Weinland Park. 
 
Continuous Collaboration 
By leveraging a diverse resource portfolio from individuals, businesses, educational institutions, 
government agencies, foundations, crowd sourcing and others, strategic resources were invested by all 
partners, without creating dependency on any single contributor. The project steering committee operated 
based on principles of strategic alliances, entrepreneurial networks, and urban community development, 
but collaboration can be challenging at times. 
 

“Playing well with others is not play at all; it is hard work,” reports David Andrews (2006), dean 
of the OSU College of Education and Human Ecology. “Solitary play is simple and offers 
complete control. Unfortunately, it does not offer solutions to complex problems,” the goal of our 
engaged partners. 

 
The steering committee continued to forge through many stages of development to reach a shared vision, 
develop project deliverables, and set the stage for future developments. 
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Food and Planning 
The focus on food brought many people to the discussion.  Food is a part of daily life and is a nexus for 
industry, rural and urban relations, global trade relations, domestic and social life, biological health, social 
belonging, celebration of community, paid and unpaid work, expressions of care, abuse of power, hunger 
strikes, fasts, and prayer (Welsh and MacRae, 1998). 
 
Nationally, organizations continue to build on the theory and practice of supporting community food 
systems. For example, U.C. Davis maintains a current bibliography of Community Food System 
Resources and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Wallace Center at Winrock International, Changing 
Tastes and Common Market recently announced a national scan of community-based food system 
innovations. Through campus and community collaboration, shared discoveries contribute to  
healthy neighborhoods by design. 
 
Resources for more information on Weinland Park/University District 
 

Plans and Reports for Weinland Park/University District  
• Learning About Food in Urban Communities, Educational Plan for the Food District at Weinland 

Park, http://localfoods.osu.edu/sites/d6-localfoods.web/files/Urban%20Food%20Guide_final-
web.pdf  

• Achieving Healthy Neighborhoods: Evaluating the Impact of Housing Investments in Weinland 
Park (2014), http://www.greaterohio.org/publications/achieving-healthy-neighborhoods  

• Weinalnd Park Story Book, http://wexarts.org/content/public-programs/weinland-park-story-book  
• Weinland Park Collaborative, Progress Report (2013), http://columbusfoundation.org/wp-

content/uploads/WPC_progress_report.pdf  
• Weinland Park Community Mobility Plan (2011), http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-

content/uploads/MobilityPlan.pdf  
• Weinland Park Evaluation Project (2010), http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-

content/uploads/WP_Survey_Report.pdf  
• Weinalnd Park, Designing for People and Place (2010), http://facweb.knowlton.ohio-

state.edu/jlara/USC%20pdf/weinland/weinlad%20park%20report.pdf 
• Weinland Park Neighborhood Plan, City of Columbus. Department of Development and Planning 

Division (2006), http://columbus.gov/Templates/Detail.aspx?id=24030    
• University District Plan, City of Columbus, http://www.columbus.gov/universitydistrictplan  

 
Organizations Supporting Weinland Park/University District, in addition to OSU 
• Campus Partners, http://campuspartners.osu.edu/what-we-do/projects/weinland-park.html  
• Community Economic Development  Corporation of Ohio (CEDCO), http://cedcohio.org  
• Godman Guild, http://www.godmanguild.org  
• Local Matters, http://www.local-matters.org  
• Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), http://www.morpc.org  
• University District, http://www.universitydistrict.org  
• Urban Impact, http://www.urbanimpactcolumbus.org  
• Wagenbrenner Development, http://wagdev.com   
• Weinland Park Food District, www.thefooddistrict.org  
• Weinland Park Civic Association, http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org  
• Weinland Park Collaborative, http://columbusfoundation.org/central-ohio/transformative-

grants/weinland-park-collaborative  
 
  

http://localfoods.osu.edu/sites/d6-localfoods.web/files/Urban%20Food%20Guide_final-web.pdf
http://localfoods.osu.edu/sites/d6-localfoods.web/files/Urban%20Food%20Guide_final-web.pdf
http://www.greaterohio.org/publications/achieving-healthy-neighborhoods
http://wexarts.org/content/public-programs/weinland-park-story-book
http://columbusfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC_progress_report.pdf
http://columbusfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/WPC_progress_report.pdf
http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-content/uploads/MobilityPlan.pdf
http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-content/uploads/MobilityPlan.pdf
http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-content/uploads/WP_Survey_Report.pdf
http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/wp-content/uploads/WP_Survey_Report.pdf
http://facweb.knowlton.ohio-state.edu/jlara/USC%20pdf/weinland/weinlad%20park%20report.pdf
http://facweb.knowlton.ohio-state.edu/jlara/USC%20pdf/weinland/weinlad%20park%20report.pdf
http://columbus.gov/Templates/Detail.aspx?id=24030
http://www.columbus.gov/universitydistrictplan
http://campuspartners.osu.edu/what-we-do/projects/weinland-park.html
http://cedcohio.org/
http://www.godmanguild.org/
http://www.local-matters.org/
http://www.morpc.org/
http://www.universitydistrict.org/
http://www.urbanimpactcolumbus.org/
http://wagdev.com/
http://www.thefooddistrict.org/
http://www.weinlandparkcivic.org/
http://columbusfoundation.org/central-ohio/transformative-grants/weinland-park-collaborative
http://columbusfoundation.org/central-ohio/transformative-grants/weinland-park-collaborative
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