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Goals for this session:

1) Gather pumpkin enterprise data
2) 2024 OSU Commercial Pumpkin Budget

Do you know your cost of production? 

3) Open discussion and sharing of resources
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Professionally inquisitive…anonymous
1) _____ Total acres farmed
2) _____ Avg annual pumpkin acres; _____ yrs. growing pumpkin
3) Avg. Jack‐o‐Lantern Pumpkin Yield: 

____tons/ac or ____ bins/ac

4) _____ Hrs/acre budgeted for hired labor @ $____/acre rate
5) _____Hrs/acre budgeted for OWNER’S labor
6) _____$/ac budgeted for Owned Equipment
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Resource: farmoffice.osu.edu
OSU’s Farm Management Headquarters!
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farmoffice.osu.edu
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Do you know your 2024 
Cost of Production (est.)?
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$667/acre

$987/acre
$594/acre

Source: Ward, B. et al. OSU Extension Enterprise Budgets

2024 Estimated Cost of Production
based on trendline average production in Ohio
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Cost per Acre Cost per Ton (or bin/piece)
• Known earlier
• Cashflow number
• Does insurance cover?
• Can be modified up through 
last input cost

• Start with 3 yr history and 
make real‐time, actual adj.

Known at harvest
Marketing number
Early: average yield 
After harvest: actual yield

BOTH IMPORTANT!
Both estimated in advance!  
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Pumpkin Budget ca. 1999

Cost of Production:
$1,715/acre
$143/ton
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Pumpkin Budget ca. 2011

Cost of Production: 
$1386.26/acre
$138.63/ton



11
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Pumpkin Budget ca. 2024 (handout)
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Pumpkin Budget ca. 2024 draft

Cost of Production:
$3,822/acre
$382/ton or $143/bin
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1999:
$1,715/acre

2024:
$3,822/acre

Historical Pumpkin Cost of Production?

Can my farm ‘beat’ $3,822/acre? 
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What sticks?
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Herb:
$134/ac

Insx:
$124/ac

Fung:
$291/ac
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Tricky Two (L&M and Equipment)

Per Acre
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Footnotes…
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2024 Custom 
Rate Survey:
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Questions, comments, & what sticks?
Eric Richer richer.5@osu.edu

• What elements of the budget need improved?
• Are you comfortable if this enterprise budget gets posted?
• How will you use this budget in the future?


