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The Spanish phonological rule of spirantization is one the most challenging aspects English 
speakers encounter when learning about the pronunciation of Spanish. It is challenging not only 
because this process generally does not take place in their L1, but because, oftentimes, the first 
time they realize about its existence is when they get to a college-level phonetics/pronunciation 
course (3000-level or above). Students in this courses talk about having to “unlearn” what they 
already thought they knew. This is further complicated by the grapheme <v>, which follows the 
same rules are <b> in Spanish but corresponds to a different phoneme in English. Students 
sometimes realize that <v> is pronounced like <b> for the first time after having been L2 
learners for over 6 years. These factors contribute to increasing students’ frustration when they 
have difficulty in learning the distinction between voiced stops vs. approximants. This lesson 
plan in designed with this in mind and aims at decreasing this frustration and help students 
overcome it by making their pronunciation visible to them and introducing them to dialectal 
variation regarding spirantization.  

In a nutshell, in this lesson, which could expand over more than one class period, students 
will learn and master the pronunciation of Spanish voiced stops, including their allophonic 
realization as approximants. They will be aided by spectrograms in order to understand the 
difference in production and monitor and improve their own pronunciation of these sounds. The 
use of spectrograms will bring visual information to improve their pronunciation and 
understanding of how stops and approximants differ. Furthermore, students will learn that the 
voiced stop/approximant alternation is in fact variable and that dialects might present differences 
in the production of these sounds. This will allow students to understand that there is no wrong 
or right, but rather the important thing is to be aware, learn and be able to manipulate rules like 
spirantization in relation to their own speech.  
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