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“On the first day when we got there… none of us knew any German…and on the first day I was with a 
group of people and we went to a restaurant where they spoke no English,” Jessica Powers laughingly 
recounted. Recalling her first day on the business school’s Freshman Global Lab study abroad to 
Germany last year, she continued, “That was quite the experience…because they had no idea what we 
were saying [and] we had no idea what they were saying. We couldn’t read the menus – we were just 
kind of winging it.”  
 
Powers said a big part of her study abroad experience was working around that language barrier she 
encountered the first day. “We had to learn to communicate with them, and I think that’s an important 
skill,” she explained, “Not even with different languages, but with different people in general – how to 
effectively communicate when you’re not understanding each other.” 
 
In many ways, Powers’ account is the ideal study abroad experience. Students being able to gain 
important perspective and life skills through interacting with another culture and thereby laying the 
groundwork for global citizenship is the motivation for schools investing in study abroad programs.  
However, creating a study abroad program that provides those kinds of opportunities can be 
complicated.  When it comes to creating opportunities to foster global citizenship, not every school’s 
study abroad program is created equal.  In fact, a recent article published in The Palgrave Handbook of 
Global Citizenship and Education noted that many study abroad programs miss the aim of fostering 
global citizenship due to several factors in how the programs are run.  
 
Fortunately for Ohio State students, the Office of International Affairs takes special care to design study 
abroad programs that ensure that students get the most out of their experience. They do this by 
requiring every proposed program to go through multiple reviews for program design, academics, and 
safety. 
 
Thanks to these efforts, students feel confident that they are getting the best study abroad experience 
possible from Ohio State. 
 
As a freshman, Sri Vidya Uppalapati, participated in the London Honors study abroad program through 
which she and her classmates spent ten days abroad in London after a semester of learning about its 
history and culture.  Based on her first-hand experience, Uppalapati says “I think our Office of 
International Affairs … does a really good job of designing programs that do more than just get you to 
the country in question.”  

 
Sri Vidya Uppalapati (left) and friends created OHIO with Big Ben in London. 



 
Uppalapati noted that she thought Ohio State’s study abroad programs stood out from those of other 
schools in their ability to create so much more than a traditional tourist experience. “It’s easy for a lot of 
schools to facilitate sending the students, but not really facilitate the experience,” she said; in 
comparison, “[Ohio State’s programs] are developed so that … they’re constantly engaging you in 
learning.”   
 
This engaged learning is part of what fosters global citizenship and gives students life experiences 
separate from what they would be able to gain at home. As Uppalapati described it, “It’s like 
metacognition. You’re thinking about what you're absorbing; you’re thinking about how the experience 
is impacting you, and that’s what you need in a study abroad experience.” She concluded, “I think we 
are really lucky to go to a school that prioritizes that.”   


