
Interprofessional Community Scholars Program

A program offered in partnership with the 
Center of Interprofessional Practice and Education

Proprietary, Do Not Copy  |  I  The Ohio State University  © 20221 |



2 | Trade Secret, Confidential, Proprietary, Do Not Copy  |  The Ohio State University © 2021

Interprofessional Community Scholars Program Overview
What?
The Interprofessional Community Scholars Program pairs groups of students from 
various health-related disciplines with an older adult living in the community for a 
mutually beneficial experience. Students help older adults, known as Community 
Health Mentors, to enhance their digital literacy skills, access needed community-
based care, and identify and reach personal health and wellness goals, all while 
learning about teamwork, patient-centered care, and community health. These 
older adult Community Health Mentors share their experiences and provide 
feedback to help you become a better practitioner.

Where?
You’ll meet in neighborhoods around Columbus, not too far from campus; in public 
spaces such as libraries and OSU Outpatient Care buildings.

Who?
OSU learners, Community Health Mentors, physician residents, health information 
librarian, community health worker, and a variety of faculty and staff.

Why?
This is a chance to be a part of something unique, by working out in the community 
with students from different health professions, you truly can make a difference in your 
own professional life and the life of your Community Health Mentor. Students from 
previous cohorts have found the program impactful and memorable and they highly 
recommend it to their peers!
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Program Structure
 Program Dates: September 12 – December 2

 2 weeks of Prework
 Connecting with fellow students
 Touching base with Community Health Mentor
 Complete CarmenCanvas Modules and individual assessments
 Watch Orientation video and attend Orientation Q&A

 Visit Components:
 Teams complete 4 visits
 A team includes student members and a Community Health Mentor
 Teams connect with clinical instructor after each visit
 Visits will be out in the community, either at the CHMs home or a location that your team has 

established

 After the Visits:
 Complete end of program assessments
 Submit Final Written Summary as a group
 Attend Program Debrief



4 | Trade Secret, Confidential, Proprietary, Do Not Copy  |  The Ohio State University © 2021

Overview of Visits
 Visit 1

 Get to know you Community Health Mentor

 Visit 2 and 3
 Goal Setting and Digital Health Assessment
 Advancing Goals, Mock Telehealth Visit
 Enhancing Digital literacy skills

 MyChart, CaringWire, Zoom, etc.

 Visit 4
 Summarizing Next Steps, Prepare for team-closure, and Wrap-Up
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Program Experience
• Students will….

• Provide an opportunity for students to work together with community members in patient-centered 
interprofessional teams,

• Gain an understanding of another’s situation who is not from the same walk of life
• Learn directly from community members who are experts in their own lived experiences and 

active members of their own healthcare teams
• Community Health Mentors will…

• Engage in programming that will improve their quality of life
• Enhance digital literacy skills with the help of student team members
• Have increased access to needed knowledge/education, resources, and services
• Get help establishing primary care providers or specialists
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Why is this Program Important?
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The impact you have an opportunity to make…
Community Health Mentor Quotes

“[My medical challenges] make it difficult for me to go to 
the grocery store. [The students] set up Instacart as well 
as Kroger. Now I can go online, order my groceries, either 
pick them up or have them delivered. That was huge for 
me.”

“If I needed something at the VA, I would run down there... 
Now I can use it on my tablet.”

“I was sharing this news medical news that I received so 
that made me extremely emotional, and Alyssa was 
leading the dialogue at that point. [My students] 
immediately got online and came up with for support 
groups almost in my neighborhood and I can't express to 
you. Just the promptness and their concern with coming 
alongside of me saying we're here for you we're going to 
make sure you get what you want.”

“That was just so amazing. It was just such a wonderful, 
experience for me I can't express how much I really, really 

appreciated all of the love that I received from my 
mentees. It was just such an impactful experience for me, 
I felt like I learned so much and I felt like they gave me so 

much more confidence.” 
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Student Testimonials

“The experience really highlighted how each profession 
has a strength, and the patient gets the best care when 
we each contribute our strengths and we don't rely on 
just one professional.”

“One impactful thing I learned was even if we all don't know 
the answer/or how to work something, when we work as a 
team we can figure it out.”

“I learned the impact of the SDOH that are present here 
in Columbus. I found it interesting that despite have 
convenient access to a hospital and insurance, my mentor 
still found it difficult to find care because of the safety of 
her neighborhood and other economic challenges.”
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If you have any questions or are interested in joining the 
program, please contact 

Cynthia.Dougherty@osumc.edu
or

Alaina.Lotozo@osumc.edu
OR

Go here to complete a short survey
go.osu.edu/ipcs

mailto:Cynthia.Dougherty@osumc.edu
mailto:Alaina.Lotozo@osumc.edu
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