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Notes: 

• Faculty advisor of FBPA: Jordan Bulcher, PA-C 
o Email: Jordan.bulcher@osumc.edu  
o Bachelor of Science from OSU, majored in Molecular Genetics 
o Obtained direct patient care hours by working in patient transport 
o Attended Marietta College for PA school starting in the summer of 2012 

 Two year program. One year for didactic and one year for clinical 
rotations 

 Clinical rotations completed: family medicine, orthopedic surgery, internal 
medicine, pediatrics, genetics, general surgery, OB/GYN, ER, and 2 
electives (family medicine and neurology) 

o Has worked in general neurology for 5 years at the Wexner Medical Center 
 Typical cases include headaches, neuropathy, Parkinson’s, dementia, 

Multiple Sclerosis, seizures, dizziness, other nerve impingement 
o Email Jordan for shadowing opportunities. At OSU hospitals, you can only 

shadow one PA for one day ever 
 Specialties taking students to shadow include neurology, orthopedic 

surgery, plastic surgery, oncology, emergency medicine, cardiothoracic 
surgery, cardiology, thoracic surgery, neurosurgery, and surgical oncology 

• This list changes on a semesterly basis 
 

Questions: 

• When did you take the GRE? 
o The summer between Junior and Senior year 

• What are classes that you wish you took during your undergrad? 
o Although he took pharmacology in his undergrad, he wished that he would’ve 

taken it in person rather than online 
 It is a good class to take because it is a very challenging subject for many 

PA students 
o Also took virology and microbiology during undergrad and thought that they were 

beneficial 
• What was the interview process like at Marietta? 

o There were 2 rounds of interviews in one day. Each round had 5 staff vs 3 
students and lasted about 20-30 minutes 
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o All 3 students were asked the same question 
o The next round was the same 5 staff members interviewing you, but you were 

grouped with different students 
• What are reoccurring questions asked during PA school interviews? 

o “Why do you want to be a PA” 
 The answer depends on the individual. You should create a story for this 

question 
 You could explain why the PA profession is more fit for you versus other 

healthcare roles 
 Talk about the reasons why you know you want to be a PA, not why you 

think you’d want to be one 
• When did you decide you wanted to be a PA and why? 

o He was always interested in sciences, such as biochemistry and physiology 
o Came to OSU as a computer science major and then switched to genetics  
o Knew that he didn’t want to go to medical school, but wanted to do more critical 

thinking than a RN 
o A family member introduced him to the PA profession  

• During your didactic year what did your day look like? 
o School day went from 8am-4pm 
o It depends on what your daily routine is and your study habits 
o There were 2-4 exams/week. Do you like to cram, or do you study over a long 

period of time? 
• What was the hardest subject in PA school? 

o Dermatology because Marietta did it as online modules since it’s only covered on 
2-3% of the boards. You could choose to study these modules if you wanted to 

o A lot of people in PA school will say that nephrology and neurology were their 
hardest subjects 

• Do most PA students’ study to memorize the material or study to get an “A”? 
o Studying to get an “A” is also memorizing, but you can’t forget the information 

because all the systems relate 
o You also might need to perform multisystem exams in PA school 

• Should you take a gap year if you’re applying to schools out of state? 
o It’s not necessary to take a gap year 
o Although you might have to miss school to go on an interview out of state, it 

might be beneficial to go if it’s a school you’re very interested in 
• Did you take a gap year and if you did what would you recommend doing during this 

time? 
o Did not take a gap year because he had 700 direct patient care hours when 

submitted the CASPA and around 1000 hours when he was going on interviews 



o A lot of people do gap years because PA schools have significantly increased the 
direct patient care hours needed 

o It is important for schools to see that you have engaged with patients in a medical 
way 
 This experience is beneficial because you can learn a lot from nurses and 

other healthcare workers 
• How much volunteer experience do PA schools look for? 

o Any form of volunteering is good, healthcare related or not 
o You can put both healthcare volunteer hours and nonhealthcare volunteer hours 

down on your application 
• What are suggestions for how to build relationships with PA’s to shadow? 

o Find a PA who is willing to have you shadow them for a long period of time  
o Typically, PA’s who are willing to take shadows are those who work with med 

students and PA students 
• Do PA schools care if you take some classes at a community college, like Columbus 

State, versus at Ohio State? 
o It should be ok if the school acknowledges that you had to squeeze some classes 

into your schedule.  
o It is also important that you do well in these classes not taken at your home 

institution 
• How did you end up in neurology? 

o At the end of neurology rotation during PA school, his preceptor offered him a 
job if he passed his boards 

o Many preceptors take on students because they like to teach, but many are looking 
for people to hire  
 Clinical rotations help to get to know students better. It’s easy to tell if 

they’re teachable and what their skills are like, which is why it’s important 
to treat every rotation as an interview 

• What are the differences between the PA profession from when you were first hired and 
now? 

o What drugs you can and can’t prescribe as a PA. Some medications can only be 
prescribed by a physician.  

o You and your supervising physician will have a mutual agreement of what your 
role is in the practice and what is acceptable. There are no lawyers involved  

• What is the hardest part and the best part of your job? 
o The hardest part is keeping his patients on track during their appointments 

because he doesn’t like interrupting them 
o Favorite part is doing procedures, which he just started doing within the past year. 

 The procedures he performs are life altering. His patients go from feeling 
miserable to being functioning members of society 



 


