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My Sediment Poem  
by Maggie Nachtrab 

 

Here’s a poem about marine sediments 

I tried to make it sound a bit relevant 

To your college brains 

That are very drained 

And don’t wanna listen to a poem that’s not eloquent 

 

So here we go 

Now you can’t say no, 

You must listen to my poem about sediments. 

 

Sediment classification 

Is as simple as a vacation 

It’s by color and size 

Now don’t be surprised 

There’s also origin and location. 

 

The origin topic consists of four different kinds 

So don’t judge me if I can’t make this all rhyme. 

There’s biogenous, terrigenous, 

Hydrogenous, and Cosmogenous. 

If you remember these all, your life will be fine. 

 

I know this might sound bland 

But terrigenous sediments come from land 

Types include dust, volcanic ash, 

They’re mostly quartz and clay from granite (pretend that rhymed) 

I know isn’t this grand. 

 

Biogenous come from biological activity 

Now I do not need your negativity. 

They come from dead things 

Now Isn’t that interesting? 

This should boost your positivity. 

 

Chemical precipitation 

Causes hydrogenous sedimentation 

They Accumulate super slow 

Isn’t this nice to know? 

Examples are manganese and iron oxide creations. 

Cosmogenous are the sediments from space 

But in the ocean, they don’t take up much space 

Because their proportion is small 

Compared to the rest of them all 
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They mainly consist of dust from space. 

 

So there’s marine sediments in a nutshell 

I hope that this poem made you well 

Because it took me awhile 

To make a sediment profile 

Also I hope on your final you do 
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Waves of Garbage 

By Michael Dichlian 

 

 

I was running on the beach one Monday morning 

Shocked at what I’d seen 

Beautiful blue water turning green 

Waves full of garbage coming from the sea 

I started to wonder what we should do 

 

Give up plastics like bags, bottles and balloons 

Reduce marine litter and debris—though its tough 

But think of the turtles, and the seagulls entangled 

Seals and dolphins, all getting strangled 

 

Biodegradable may work but takes a long time 

Instead recycle our rubbish—it’s so sublime 

 

Pesticides and sewage straight to our currents 

Micro-plastics from lotions and scrubs end up on beaches 

Let’s talk to our president about pollution 

Reduce, reuse and recycle should be the world resolution 

 

I became so angry, so filled with rage 

This was quite an eye opening start to my day 

As I stared into the ocean from the dirty wet sand 

I yelled, “Hey world, quit polluting our beautiful land!” 
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Nekton 

By Jesse Giambra 

(rapped) 

 

There are different nekton living in the sea 

Which one would want to be? 

You got Cephalopods, shrimp, fish, marine reptiles, marine mammals, and marine birds 

I think I would want to be the third 

 

Cephalopods are invertebrates with tentacles for copulation 

They are found in oceans on both sides of the nation 

 

Shrimp are related to lobster, crab, and barnacles and have an exoskeleton 

But they are often eaten by removing part of their skeleton 

 

Fish have fins and gills in order to survive under water 

They range in many sizes and can even be as small as a quarter 

 

Marine reptiles are ectothermic and have scales 

Some of them can also be found with a tale 

 

Marine Mammals give live birth and some even have hair 

They don’t shave like us but they don’t care 

 

Marine birds have 270 known species and have salt excreting glands 

Will they all be able to form their own bands? 

 

All these nektons would be great to be  

But after hearing this you decide which one you would want to be 
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The Fascinating Creatures of the Ocean 

By Nicole Lussier 

 

In the ocean there are a ton of animals 

In the Nekton community there are sharks, which are cannibals 

There are also whales, shrimp, jellyfish and cods 

There are even squids, which are cephalopods  

Many types of fish are cold-blooded, or ectothermic 

So if the water is too warm, the fish will get sick 

Something cool is the electro-sensory ability of hammer-head sharks 

This amazing sense is so useful, they can basically see in the dark 

Some marine birds are albatrosses, pelicans, and gulls 

And penguins which are so cute they look like dolls 

Creatures in the benthic community want to swim in water, but can’t 

Some creatures can’t move, such as see grass, one of the true sea plants 

Echinoderms regenerate on their own terms  

But they wish they could do this quick, like feather dusting worms 

And although these animals are cool to study in a lab 

Nothing is more cool than the mating ritual of a fiddler crab 

Even though animals on land are very cute and interesting 

I think we’ve all learned that life in the ocean is the most fascinating 
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Sea Cucumber 
By Joe Scott 

 

If I was a sea cucumber, I would be the mightiest organism in the sea. 

I have neither brain, nor complex nervous system, but no one is as sophisticated as me. 

Unlike the brittle sea stars, I am strong and robust. 

I got that way by vacuuming the sea floor, it's an absolute must. 

When predators see me scooting along, they may think I'm a klutz. 

Until they foolishly attack me, and I release my toxic guts. 

I lack the grace of the Spanish Dancer, and the swiftness of the shark. 

In fact, I don't even have eyes, I live completely in the dark. 

When you see me you think of a food item, but all sea folk have reverence for me. 

As humans rule the land, I, the sea cucumber, rule all that is marine. 
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Waves 

By John Behmke 

 

 

There are many types of waves in the ocean, 

All of them have an orbital motion. 

Some have long wavelengths, 

Some are made by wind strength. 

 

When they cancel out they’re destructive, 

But when they combine they’re constructive. 

They can be terrible tsunamis, 

Especially when they have a big group velocity. 

 

Whether they’re shallow or deep, 

They always have a surf beat. 

We can feel seismic seas, 

But don't even see the capillaries. 

 

In Lakes they are standing, 

But in the deep ocean they are plunging. 

We can calculate their frequency, 

Some are even made by gravity. 

 

At the top of them is the crest, 

That is where they are the steepest. 

Similar swells make wave trains, 

Along with storm surge one can expect rain. 

 

At the bottom of them is the trough, 

If you are on a boat and see a rogue wave, you may want to get off. 

That is all there is to see, 

About waves in lakes and seas. 
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Let’s Reduce, Let’s Reuse, Let’s Recycle  

(sung to the Christmas song “Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow”) 

By Elena Cornelius & Wesley Piekarski 

 

Oh the ocean conditions are frightful 

And The Co2 levels aren’t delightful 

And since there’s few solutions 

Let’s Reduce! Let’s Reuse! Let’s Recycle! 

 

The Earth doesn’t show signs of cooling 

And as the oil tankers start refueling 

The world temperature’s turned way up high 

Let’s Reduce! Let’s Reuse! Let’s Recycle! 

 

When we finally reduce emissions 

Oh how I’ll love going out-side 

But to help, we don’t need a magician 

The countries need to be allied 

 

The corals are slowly dying 

And, the Co2 levels are still terrifying 

But as long as we all have faith 

The oceans conditions will return to safe 

 


