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Lesson Plan Template 

 
Teacher Name: K. Budke 
Lesson Title: Themes of Escape--Global Refugee Crisis 
Grade Level: Sophomore 

Lesson Foundations 
Content Standards 
 
 

CCR Anchor Standards for Reading 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; provide a summary or thorough 
analysis of the text, including the appropriate components. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 
the approaches the authors take. 
 
CCR Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 

Learning Objective(s) 
 
 
 

1. Discuss, identify, and articulate theme of escape 
in Anthem and The Giver. 

2. Practice listening and viewing skills while 
watching TEDxColumbus Talk. 

3. Create questions related to understanding of 
Talk. 

4. Discuss questions. 

Assessment(s) 
1. “Themes of Escape” notes 
2. TED Talk Analysis handout 
3. Informal assessment of understanding based 

on discussion 

Materials & Resources 
 
 
 

• Themes of Escape handout 
• “The Voice of Today’s Refugees,” Angie Plummer, TEDxColumbus—video--

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9OLXsFiwmA 
• TED Talk Analysis handout 

Context This lesson follows students’ reading and study of Ayn Rand’s Anthem and Lois Lowry’s The Giver. Students will 
already have been introduced to human rights through several other modules (mini-lessons), which include 
identifying human rights issues at the local, national, and global levels and studying the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. This lesson hopes to help students continue to bridge the gap between fictional dystopian 
novels and the real world as they seek to better understand the author’s purpose and message. 
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Instructional Procedures/Steps 

Note when you are addressing a learning objective and when enacting an assessment.  
 
 Teacher will… 

Instructional procedure, questions you will ask, checks for 
understanding, transitions, and evidence of teaching practices. 

Student will… 
What will students be doing? 
What evidence of learning will students demonstrate? 
Student-centered learning/opportunities for practice and application. 

Opening 
20 Minutes 
 
 
 
 

The opening is a sort of jigsaw activity that allows students to think about key questions that will lead them to better 
understand the personal sacrifices that the characters made in these novels, and what they made these sacrifices for. 

1. Students meet in Book Clubs (4-6 students) to discuss the assigned discussion questions on the “Themes of 
Escape” document. 

2. Students should take bullet-point notes to answer each question. 
3. Have half of each group meet with half of a group who read the opposite novel. 
4. Students should share/compare their answers and then compose a theme statement about the massage 

regarding escape. 
5. Each group will then share their theme statement with the class for discussion. 
6. Transition to instruction: There are many people throughout the world, every day, who find it necessary to 

escape their homelands. To whom might I be referring? 
Instruction 
25 Minutes 
 

 
 
 

1. Review with students what to look for as they watch TED Talks. 
2. Students will view Angie Plummer’s TEDxColumbus video (16 minutes). 
3. Students will complete TED Talk Analysis sheet as they view the video. They will meet in groups after viewing 

to share and collaborate. 

Closure 
5 Minutes 
 
 

1. Whole class discussion of the questions students wrote on their TED Talk Analysis sheets. 
2. Additional follow up questions: 

a. After hearing from the refugees in Angie Plummer’s TEDxColumbus Talk, what similarities do they 
have to the characters in the novels you read? 

b. How did watching Plummer’s Talk change the way you thought about refugees? about the novels you 
read? 

3. Transition: Tomorrow, we will continue our look into the refugee crisis. 
Planned Supports 
 

Some students will struggle with the quantity of information they are asked to collect while viewing the 
TEDxColumbus Talk. These students will have access to the video both before and after class so they can view it 
multiple times. Students may also be asked to focus only on particular elements of the sheet. 
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Themes of Escape     Name _________________________     Novel _________________________     Book Club_________________________      
Briefly discuss the questions below with your book club. Write down bullet point notes for each question. You will each be expected to 
share your discussion notes with other people. 
1. How do you think the main character(s) in your novel felt about 
leaving their home? 

2. What challenges did the character face after leaving home? 

3. After the character(s) left home, do you think they encountered 
people who accepted and embraced them? Why or why not? 

4. Do you think the character(s) ever hoped to return home? Why or 
why not? 

5. What made it both hard and easy for the character(s) to leave 
home? 

6. Could you (individually) have done what the character(s) did? 
Could you have left your whole life behind? 

Share your discussion notes with students from the other novel. Together, complete the theme statement below. 
 
Both Ayn Rand’s Anthem and Lois Lowry’s The Giver address the topics of escape. Their books reveal that escape is ______________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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TED Talk Analysis                                     Adapted from Laura Randazzo’s TED Talks Worksheet                                Name _______________________________ 

Di
re

ct
io

ns
 Watch the assigned TED 

Talk. Then, fill in the 
information below. 
Attach more paper if 
you need more space. 

Title of TED Talk: 
 

Name of Speaker: 
 

Speaker’s Credentials: 
 
 
 

Date of TED Talk: 
 
 
 

What was the speaker’s thesis 
(main point) of this speech? 

Ethos is a speaker’s ability to build credibility, establish himself/herself as an expert, and/or convince the audience members that the 
speaker has their best interests at heart. How does this speaker build ethos? Feel free to do further research on the speaker. 

 

Pathos is an appeal to emotions (everything from humor to horror) in order to sway an audience, while logos is the 
use of data/evidence to prove one’s case. Did the speaker rely more on pathos or logos in his/her presentation? What 
argument/point in this presentation did you find the most compelling? Why? 

TED Talk presenters are known as effective public speakers. Describe 
two things this speaker does well in terms of engaging the audience. 
Be sure to include the minute:second mark (ex: 8:49) to denote the 
two specific moments you discuss here. 

1.  
 
 
2.  
 
 

Write two specific things you learned from this presentation. 
1.  
 
 
 
2. 

What group of people would benefit the 
most from this presentation? 

If you could ask this speaker a question about his/her information or 
presentation, what would you ask? 

Give one piece of constructive criticism that would 
improve this presentation. 

                 Humorous 

       Inspiring      Confusing 

    Persuasive    Intellectual     

Repetitive     Interesting 

       Enlightening    Dull 

               Entertaining 
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