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Nciw 4 in Two Days; Left in Apartment Complex," "Student of Rapists 
Rescued," and "Minor Escapes Assault on Luis Olague [Street]."12 It is 
then possible to state that crime advantageously competes with news from 
politics, culture, and economy as a fundamental social force. To that 
extent, the police reports appear as a primary purveyor of information 
about society. This choice is part of the phenomenon of violent journal­
ism in its manipulation and selection of social reality. 

Journalism is supposed to provide a "natural, self-evident, or realistic" 
frame for the assimilation of events, and this is represented by the struc­
ture of the news (the seminal "truth-effect" device). n The textual format 
is not only a way of arranging the information but, more important, it is 
a mode of reasoning. The generic convention of writing a news report 
about crime then follows a set of preestablished inquiries condensed in 
journalism's five basic questions: Who? What? When? Where? and How? 
It is a conventional practice, but also a hegemonic one from a cultural 
point of view. It is rather influential in the social construction of reality 
by revealing what the "news" is, but also by homogenizing the hetero­
geneous, effecting exclusions, promoting and suppressing social actors, 
agents, and views, while advancing programs and agendas. Indeed, news 
events are constructed. That is why the analysis of the structure of its 
discourse continues to be important inasmuch as it makes inferable an 
entire universe of meaning and some of the ideological conflicts news­
papers reveal. 14 

A case in point is the apparently simple question of"what happened?" -
the departure point of the journalistic narrative-which requires complex 
negotiations of agency and story plot making as can be seen in the follow­
ing two examples: 

Example 1 

February 18, 2003 

Three Bodies Found in Ciudad Juarez 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, CHIHUAHUA ( SUN) The remains of three bodies, 
who are assured to be women, were found yesterday in the area known 
as "Cerro de! Cristo Negro" in the northwest sector of the border area 
where the cadavers of two other women were found at the end oflast year. 
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This area is near the neighborhood "Lomas de Paleo;' where in the 
spring of 1994 the bodies of nine young girls were found, crimes that were 
attributed at that time to the gang "Los Rebeldes" and to the Egyptian 
Abdul Latif Sharif. 

The three bodies were found within a radius of approximately 100 meters 
from each other and, according to reports, two were decomposed; one of 

them still had on a brown colored skirt and black blouse and the other was 
nude. 

A third body was found almost totally cleaned of its flesh, was nude and 
only had on a pair of white socks. The woman and the girl that found them 
say that they were playing in that area trying to find lost objects, when 
amongst the mountains of rocks and earth they discovered the remains of 
what has been confirmed as assassinated women. 15 

Example 2

April 12, 2004 

Woman Strangled in Ciudad Juarez 

It was confirmed in a police report that a newspaper delivery person tran­
siting the area observed when the suspect struggled with the now slain 
woman. 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, CHIHUAHUA (REFORMA) In the early hours of yester­
day morning a woman was strangled in the street only a few meters from 
a newspaper delivery person who didn't intervene despite the fact that the 
body was abandoned in a busy avenue along the border. With this homi- · 
cide the total number of victims this year comes to 17, of which according 
to the Combined Department of Investigation of the Murder of Women, 
only four were murdered according to a sexually abusive pattern. Accord­
ing to the Municipal Police, the events took place around 4:00 a.m. at the 
comer of Argentina Street and Hermanos Escobar Avenue in the neigh­
borhood Colonias de Hidalgo, situated in the north of the city. In the 
report the agents stated on record that a newspaper delivery person that 
was passing through the area observed when someone, that he assures 
he could not identify in the darkness, was forcing himself on a woman. 
He also indicated that the witness avoided the immediate area until he 
arrived to the other side of the block and called the emergency telephone 
system 060 and reported only that he had seen a person on the ground. 
















