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Discussion Topics

• Selecting a Menu for Deer
 What to Plant

• More Bang for Your Buck
 Management on a Conservative Budget

• Planning for Next Year
 For Best Results, Plan Ahead
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Selecting a Menu
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Factors to Consider

• What does your property already have?

• What does your property lack?

• How does the plant composition change through the year?

• How does the lifecycle of the deer fit with those changes?

GOAL: 

Build a system that supplies the whole diet 

of the deer on your property.
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Cool-Season (C3)

vs. 

Warm-Season (C4)

SPRING & FALL

SUMMER
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Perennial

vs. 

Annual
SUMMER or WINTER?
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Grasses: 10-30% of White Tail Diet

• DO NOT plant perennial cool-season grasses 

• fescue, orchardgrass, timothy, bluegrass, etc.

• PLANT annual grasses 

• wheat, rye, oats, millets, corn etc.

• CONSIDER native perennial grasses

• switchgrass, indiangrass, and/or bluestems 

Photos by Dr. Craig Harper
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Legumes & Forbs: 30-50% of White Tail Diet

• Legumes provide essential protein for growing animals 

• beans, peas, clovers, alfalfa

• Forbs provide protein and carbohydrates

• brassicas (turnips, beets, kale, rapeseed, radishes), chicory, 

sunflowers  

Remember: 

BROWSE is still 30-50% of the deer’s diet, so 

use planted plots to complement the browse 

already available.

Photo by Dr. Craig Harper
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More Bang for Your Buck ($)

$4/lb. “name brand” 

from the box store

$2/lb. from SWCD

$8/lb. “name brand” 

from the box store

$3-4/lb. from SWCD

$12/lb. “name brand” 

from the box store

$5/lb. from SWCD
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Check Seeding Rates & Seed Mix %
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Tips for Buying and Storing Seed

• In general, as seed ages, germination % decreases, so 

check the date of production.

• Check for % of inert matter and “other” seed.

• Buying in bulk will yield a better $/lb., but extra seed will 

decrease in quality over time.

• Store extra seed in cool and dry location.
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Don’t Forget: Consider Establishment and 
Maintenance Costs…

• What equipment will you need?

• tractor, ATV, brush hog, plow, drill?

• What management tools will you use?

• soil tests, fertilizers, herbicides?

• How will you evaluate success?

• deer counts, exclusion cages, budget 

goals?

Photos by Dr. Craig Harper
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Planning for Next Year

“Well this sounds great! 

How do I get started?”
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Set goals that fit your system, not your neighbor’s.

• Bigger plots are not necessarily better plots.

• Plot placement should be carefully considered.

• Soil test.

• Use your calendar to stay on track.

• Identify your limitations.

• Have fun!

Photo Courtesy of ODW
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Plot Location and Size

• Consider Animal Movement

• Narrow strips, away from roads, in sunny spaces, adjacent to 

wooded areas are ideal.

• Consider Ease of Access to You

• This will determine what equipment you can use, your ability to 

monitor utilization, and overall satisfaction. 

• Soil Test

• A crop is only as good as the soil beneath it.
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Mark Your Calendar

• Make notes of your ideal times to prepare, plant, and 

care for the plots. 

• Buy seed before the ideal day to plant comes.

• Make plans to rent or borrow equipment in advance.

http://nobleswcd.org/

http://nobleswcd.org/
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Stick to Your Budget

• Shop around for the best values.

• Barter with friends and neighbors with similar interests.

• Use public services vs. private services.

• Make efficient choices.

• Consider other ways to save.

• If you rent out property or host hunters during deer season, use 

these as opportunities to benefit your system.
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Thank you for coming tonight!

Questions?


