
Overview:
• Ranked as the 4th warmest winter for Ohio since 1895 (According to NOAA’s National 

Centers for Environmental Information*).
• After near normal conditions for the month of  December, January’s average temperature 

climbed into the top 10 warmest of  all time, and February 2017 was the warmest February 
on record.

• Monthly Highlights:
• December 8-10: Heavy lake effect snow in the northeast; up to 24” of  

accumulation in typical Snowbelt counties
• January 10-11: Severe thunderstorm/High wind event with wind gusts to 65 mph 

across many areas of  Ohio
• February 24: Extreme warmth with many cities eclipsing their all-time February 

and winter highs throughout the state

Temperature Summary:
• Average temperatures were 4-6°F above normal for 

Dec-Feb (Fig. 1).
• Daytime highs averaged above normal, with the 

greatest departures generally northwest of  I-71 (Fig. 2).
• Nighttime lows were even warmer compared to 

average for counties in the southeast (Fig. 3). 

Precipitation Summary: 
• Precipitation was near or above normal allowing the state to 

recover from precipitation deficits experienced during the 
autumn 2016 (Fig. 4). 

• Precipitation largely fell as rain across the state except for 
the lake effect snow region. Much of  Ohio experienced less 
than 50% of  normal snowfall, with less than 25% falling in 
the south central region of  the state (Fig 5.). 

*Note: Regional summary provided by NOAA at: https://www.drought.gov/drought/documents/quarterly-climate-impacts-and-outlook-midwest-region-march-2017
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Hot Topic: Early Spring Conditions
• With February 2017 recorded as the warmest February on record, it was no surprise to see rapid expansion of  

spring-like indicators throughout the central and southern portions of  the state.
• This included early dormancy breaks for wheat and other cover crops, blossoming ornamentals such as magnolias, 

dogwoods, and forsythia, and even the threat of  early insect emergence. 
• A return to cooler weather during the middle of  March halted the progress of  leaf-out, and for the moment, large 

damages have not been observed in Ohio or the region.
• Despite seeing temperatures in the teens, the only damage of  significance appears to be some tissue damage to the 

ornamental trees (Fig 6.). 
• Extension Educators noted some other impacts from weather this season, including Jeff  Stachler (Auglaize) who 

noted some yellowing and stunted growth of  wheat due to heavy rain in January. 
• As of  March 20, Spring Leaf  Index from the USA National Phenology Network shows 2017 conditions are not as 

advanced as 2012 but are beyond conditions typically seen by this date (Fig. 7). 
• In fact, growing degree days by the end of  March in 2012 where about 100 days ahead of  2017. 
• Late season freezes are still possible through the middle to end of  April. 

Spring Outlook: 
• The Climate Prediction Center 

depicts a greater than 50% 
probability of  above normal 
temperatures across Ohio for 
April-June (Fig. 8).

• The combination of  the lack of  
snowfall and sub-freezing soil 
conditions along with the foreseen 
weather patterns will likely lead to 
above normal spring temperatures. 

• Though the CPC depicts equal 
chances of  above or below normal 
precipitation (Fig. 9), the active 
storm pattern over the last few 
weeks of  March will likely continue 
into the first half  of  April.

For more information please visit: 
http://climate.osu.edu | http://bpcrc.osu.edu/hydro

Climate maps on page 1 are provided by: cli-MATE, Midwestern Regional Climate 
Center.  Illinois State Water Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. http://mrcc.illinois.edu/CLIMATE  accessed on:  30/03/2017

Figure 6 Figure 7

Figure 8

Figure 9


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

