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Description 

In December of 2018 I will be participating in a study 
abroad trip to Ireland called Human and Animal 
Interactions. The trip focuses on all aspects of our 
relationships with animals including political, economic, 
cultural, physical and social interactions. During the trip, 
I will learn from zookeepers at the Dublin Zoo, Dr. Alison 
Hanlon from the University College of Dublin, wildlife 
park rangers, and representatives from the Teagasc-
Animals and Grass land Research and Innovation Centre. 
In addition to the educational experience this trip will 
provide me, it will be culturally enriching in ways that a traditional classroom setting is not by 
presenting me with activities like having a group dinner with tale of Irish folklore, visiting 
important locations like Blarney Castle, and taking a walking tour of Derry and Londonderry.  

Process 

Going into college I knew I wanted to have a study abroad experience and I knew that I loved 
animals. I wanted to find a trip that combined these two interests while also building my 
resume with experiences and unique classes. I began researching programs during my first 
semester in STEP and attended the informational meeting for this trip as a professional 
development co-curricular. So far I have complete the application process, attended an 
interview, and scheduled the pre-departure classes for the autumn semester. All that is left to 
accomplish is saving up some funds to cover the cost after my STEP money and scholarships.  
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Results 

My primary goal in participating in the Human and 
Animal Interactions trip to Ireland is to strengthen my 
knowledge in a subject I care deeply about while also 
having a life changing experience of studying in 
another country. I believe the education abroad is such 
a unique and valuable experience that would be 
difficult to recreate on my own, and will help me 
become the person I want to be in the future. In 
addition, I think being able to have an experience to 
make close relationships with my professors and 
classmates will be a valuable tool in the future to help 
with networking opportunities.  

Reflection 

This program aligns with my passions and aspirations in many ways. My professional goal is to 
become an exotic animal veterinarian in a zoo setting because I am passionate about a variety 
of animals. I really aspire to work in the zoo because I believe they do good work to help 
conserve species and educate the public on how to protect the animals we share the Earth 
with. This relates to the topic of the trip, human and animal interactions, because our actions 
directly affect animals. Understanding these interactions will help me be able to do the best job 
possible in being successful at helping animals. This trip will strengthen my experience as a 
humanities scholar because it encompasses many of the honors and scholars “GOALS” like 
global awareness, academic enrichment, and service engagement.  

 


