
What is the Extension Endowment Initiative?

This initiative is a statewide effort to create perpetual funding sources for OSU Extension through long-term 

investments. We are striving to heighten awareness about giving opportunities benefiting Extension, strengthen 

local partnerships and cultivate endowment gifts that can power Extension’s mission for years to come.

Who holds and manages endowed funds?

The Extension Advancement Team is authorized to secure gifts that are processed within and stewarded 

through The Ohio State University Foundation.

Will my gift(s) stay local?

Yes. Gifts can be designated by donors for use in select counties and for select programs. The Ohio State 

University Foundation must adhere to the restrictions established by donors for the gifts that the Foundation is 

able to accept. A number of endowed Extension funds already exist. Gifts and pledges of any amount can be 

directed to these established funds to add to the principal. A minimum gift of $50,000 must be received in order 

to create a new restricted endowment, subject to university approval.
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Extension Endowment Initiative

Philanthropy in Extension – Overview 

Philanthropy, especially in the form of endowed, gifts provides a platform for private investments in OSU 

Extension. Contributions from companies, individuals, families and foundations are essential to sustaining the 

valuable programs and services provided through this cooperative service.

About Extension

Ohio State University Extension brings the knowledge of the university directly to all Ohioans in each of the 88 

counties. OSU Extension is the trusted source for unbiased, science-based information that Ohioans can use to 

solve problems. We recognize that the problems of today are more complex than ever and that we need to 

manage the delicate balance between economic, environmental, and social consequences. OSU Extension 

supports individuals, families and communities by providing critical programs and services in four key areas: family 

and consumer science, 4-H youth development, community development, and agricultural and natural resources. 

Bringing people and ideas together.
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The College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences and its academic and research departments including, Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 

Center (OARDC), Agricultural Technical Institute (ATI) and Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research 

and related educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, 

genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with 

United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.

For Deaf and Hard of Hearing, please contact the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences using your preferred communication (e-mail, relay 

services, or video relay services). Phone 1-800-750-0750 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST Monday through Friday. Inform the operator to dial 614-292-6891.
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3
Reasons 

You Should Support the 

Extension Endowment Initiative

1. Provide perpetual funding for the critical land-grant mission of disseminating knowledge 

and science-based tools directly to Ohioans for years to come. 

2. Make a sustainable financial investment that reflects your philanthropic passions.

3. Be a champion for Ohio State right in your county of residence while gaining access to 

benefits as an OSU Foundation donor, such as President’s Club (football ticket access), 

the Neil Legacy Society and possible tax deductions.

Possible Impact of Your Investment

Giving level
Amount generated 

annually for use*
Enabling/Supporting

$2,000,000 $85,000

A county Extension educator who can:

• direct overall county operations; 

• design and evaluate programs; 

• deliver specialized workshops; and 

• advocate for Extension in the community

$1,500,000 $63,750
An Agriculture and Natural Resources educator in 

your county who offers science-based training on 

evolving issues in the industry

$1,000,000 $42,500
A program coordinator or assistant – serving as a 

path toward a long-term career in the Extension 

profession

$500,000 $21,500
Support for key program costs, such as training for 

4-H volunteers or supplies for horticulture programs

* The university’s annual endowment distribution rate is 4.25% of a seven-year average of the market value of the portfolio. 


