


Preface 

to the first edition, 1790a

The faculty of cognition from a priori principles can be called pure 
reason, and the investigation of its possibility and boundaries in gen
eral can be called the critique of pure reason; although by this faculty 
only reason in its theoretical use is understood, as was also the case in 
the first work under this title, 1 without bringing into the investigation 
its capacityb as practical reason, in accordance with its special princi
ples. The former pertains solely to our faculty for cognizing things a 
priori, and thus concerns itself only with the fuculty of cognition, 
excluding the feeling of pleasure and displeasure and the faculty of 
desire; and among the faculties of cognition it concerns itself only with 
the understanding in accordance with its a priori principles, excluding 
the power of judgment and reason (as faculties likewise belonging to 
theoretical cognition), because in the course of that work it rums out 
that no faculty of cognition except for the understanding can yield 
constitutive principles of cognition a priori.' Thus the critique, which 
looks to the faculties of cognitionJ as a whole, concerned with the 
contribution that each of the other faculties might profess to make to 
the bare possession of cognition from its own source,' is left with 
nothing but what the understanding prescribes a priori as law for 
nature, as the sum of appearances (whose form is likewise given " 
prion); but it refers all other pure concepts to the ideas, which are an 
extravagance for our theoretical faculty of cognition, but not thereby 
useless or dispensable, but which rather servef as regulative principles: 
partly in order to restrain the worrisome pretensions of the under
standing, as if (in virtue of being able to furnish a priori the conditions 

• Kant added the words "to the first edition, 1790" in the second edition of 1793. But 
he <lid not 3dd :i new prd:ice to the second edition; as elsewhere throughout the work,. 
he made only minor changes and corrections to the ten. 

• Vm11iigm 
' In the first edition, this sentence ends with a semicolon instead of a period, and the 

next sentence is introduced with so, JajJ (so that) instead of also (therefore). 
' Kant has the pronoun sie; since there is no singular feminine antecedent for this in the 

previolJS sentence, presumably it refers to the several fuculries of cognition just men
tioned. 

' JV11r..el, i.e., root. 
'The verb dienm was added in the second edition. 
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