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ENGLISH 2201.01 Autumn 2020 
Selected Works of British Literature: Medieval through 1800 
 
Amrita Dhar  
dhar.24@osu.edu 
 
Class meetings: MW 11:10-12:30, online (links on Carmen 
Office hours: online by appointment 
 
 
Course Description 

This course aims to introduce students to the first one thousand years of English literature. We shall 

sample a range of major works, authors, and genres representative of the medieval period, the 

Renaissance, and the long eighteenth century. We shall read several “great authors” (such as Geoffrey 

Chaucer, William Shakespeare, John Milton) and lesser-known writers (such as Marie de France, 

Margaret Cavendish, Olaudah Equiano). We shall read texts closely and examine how language and form 

contribute to meaning. We shall also place the texts we read in their historical and cultural contexts. In 

doing so, we shall examine recurring themes—especially freedom, belonging, race, gender, religion, 

politics, and love—and explore the relationship of our collective past to our collective present. 

 
Course Goals 
By the end of this course, you will have: 

• Gained a historical grounding in English literature from its beginnings to 1800 and explored the 

connectedness of this cultural inheritance to our own time. 

• Improved your ability to interpret complex literary works and explain those interpretations in 

writing. 

• Developed historical empathy and the ability to interpret literary works from cultures other than 

your own. 

 

What goals might you realistically set for yourself? 

 
 
Required Materials 
 
Norton Anthology of British Literature, 10th edition, Package 1 (Volumes A, B, and C), eds Stephen 
Greenblatt and others. 
 
 
Course Policies 

1. The class is a learning community; understand that each member is a valuable and equal part of it. 
Treat your community with respect, kindness, and consideration, especially now, in our 
unprecedented and deeply challenging time. 
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2. This is a reading-and-writing-intensive course. You must allow sufficient time for reading, writing, 
and thinking.  

3. If you require extra time or other adjustments to fulfil course expectations, please let me know in the 
first few days of term so that I can plan any necessary adjustments to assignments and due dates. I 
want you to succeed, and I will make every effort to meet your needs.  

4. This course expects you to adhere to OSU’s academic integrity policies. See details here: 
https://oaa.osu.edu/academic-integrity-and-misconduct. Importantly: know that I shall expect the 
work you turn in for this class to be entirely your own, written specifically for this course. Plagiarism 
will result in a failing grade for the assignment, and possibly for the course. I shall also refer any 
plagiarism case to the Office of Academic Affairs, who may impose other penalties. 

 

 

Course Tasks  

 
Every week, you must attend class meetings, do the assigned readings and answer the study questions, 
submit any writing assignment set for that week, and complete any discussion board submission set for 
that week. 
 

1. We will meet online through Zoom on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:10am to 12:30pm.  

2. The assigned readings are due before class. Please give yourself plenty of time to complete and 

process the reading. (Hint: do not leave the reading until the last moment; the more hurriedly and 

last-minute-ly you read, the less you will absorb from what you read—and this will show when it 

comes to your class discussions, Carmen posts, exams, and other writing.) 

3. If you have any questions about your homework, you must ask me those questions through the 

discussion board for questions (“Questions for Dr Dhar and The Class”) by Wednesday 

morning (11:59am) at the latest. I will respond each Wednesday afternoon (by 5pm). (Hint: 

Once on the discussion board for questions, check first to see if someone has already asked your 

question, and if someone has already answered!) 

4. You must submit all homework through Carmen by 11:59pm on Friday each week. 
 
 
Course Requirements and Breakdown of Final Course Grade 
 
Attendance and participation        20 %  
Close reading quizzes          10 %  
Historical context quizzes        10%  
Informal writing assignments including creative responses and discussion posts 20 %  
Mid-term exam         20%  
Final exam          20% 
 
Close reading quizzes: These will be offered throughout the term to help you develop your close 
reading skills. You may be asked to do a close reading of a passage, a paragraph, a poem, or even a line 
or two from the texts we read.  
 
Note: As long as you complete all the close reading quizzes, you can gain full credit for this component. 
It is not about what you get right on the first try on any given quiz, but about what you learn. Close 
reading quizzes are marked with a complete/incomplete. 
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Historical context quizzes: These brief quizzes will test your understanding of the social, cultural, and 
historical contexts for the literary works we shall consider throughout the semester. Your understanding 
of the historical context(s) will enrich your engagement with the texts.  
 
Note: As long as you complete all the historical context quizzes, you can gain full credit for this 
component. It is not about what you get right on the first try on any given quiz, but about what you 
learn. Historical context quizzes are marked with a complete/incomplete. 
 
Informal writing assignments: Some writing assignments will ask you to respond creatively to the 
literature we read: perhaps to imitate a verse form, or to write in a particular style. You will also be 
asked, regularly, to contribute discussion posts on particular questions raised by the texts we are reading. 
These informal writing assignments will help assess your engagement with the conventions of the forms 
we study and your understanding of the social and political forces at play in the worlds of the texts. 
These assignments will also contribute to your progress as a reader, writer, and thinker.  
 
Note: As long as you complete all the informal writing assignments (meeting the word limits and 
formatting requirements, and answering the prompt), you can gain full credit for this component. 
Informal writing assignments are marked with a complete/incomplete. 
 
Participation: Thoughtful, prepared, and engaged participation is a requirement for this class. I expect 

you to do the following before every class:  

• Read the assigned reading listed in the syllabus. Read with your pencil in hand and a notebook 

beside you. As you read, take notes in the margins or in a notebook, and look up every 

unfamiliar word. Jot down a few questions and observations for each day’s reading in your 

notebook. Keep this notebook handy during class for easy reference and class notes.  

• Read the overview notes and study questions for that class on our Carmen page, and give 

yourself time to note down responses to the day’s questions.  

• Bring the assigned reading to class and come ready to discuss it.  

 

Participation and attendance will be marked at the end of the term with a letter grade according to the 

following rubric: 

A: Daily, thoughtful, prepared, engaged participation. Regular and responsible attendance. Punctual 

completion of all homework. Regular contribution to class discussion either in class meetings or in 

discussion threads or both.  

B: Frequent to occasional participation. Decent engagement and attendance but less overall 

commitment than an A. 

C: Reluctant or distracted participation. Some attendance problems. 

D: Lack of preparation and no active participation. Irregular attendance. 

E: No preparation for class. Severely irregular attendance.  

 
Exams: There will be two exams: a mid-term, and a final. Each will account for 20% of the final course 
grade. These will be open-book exams, and you will be asked to use your close reading skills and your 
knowledge of the historical context of the texts we read. 
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Exams will be marked in points and grades will be displayed as letter grades according to OSU’s 
standard grading scale: 
 

Grade Range 

A 100 % to 93.0% 

A- < 93.0 % to 90.0% 

B+ < 90.0 % to 87.0% 

B < 87.0 % to 83.0% 

B- < 83.0 % to 80.0% 

C+ < 80.0 % to 77.0% 

C < 77.0 % to 73.0% 

C- < 73.0 % to 70.0% 

D+ < 70.0 % to 67.0% 

D < 67.0 % to 60.0% 

E < 60.0 % to 0.0% 

  
 

 
Schedule 
 
Week 1 (24-28 August 2020): introduction to the course, introduction to Old English literature 
 
Week 2 (1-4 September 2020): Old English riddles, Beowulf 
 
Week 3 (7-11 September 2020): Beowulf 
 
Week 4 (14-18 September 2020): introduction to Middle English literature, the romance, Marie de 
France 
 
Week 5 (21-25 September 2020): Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
 
Week 6 (28 September - 2 October 2020): Chaucer 
 
Week 7 (5-9 October 2020): independent study and revision ***Mid-term exam and catch-your-
breath*** 
 
Week 8 (12-16 October 2020): introduction to sixteenth-century English literature, sonnets (Petrarch, 
Wyatt, Surrey)  
 
Week 9 (19-23 October 2020): sonnets (Sidney, Shakespeare, Wroth) 
 
Week 10 (26-30 October 2020): Othello 
 
Week 11 (2-6 November 2020): introduction to seventeenth-century English literature, devotional 
poetry (Donne, Herbert, Lanyer) ***VOTE THIS WEEK*** 
 



Dhar | English Literature before 1800 Syllabus 5 

Week 12 (9-13 November 2020): poetry of ideas (Philips, Cavendish, Milton) 
 
Week 13 (16-20 November 2020): Paradise Lost 
 
Week 14 (23-28 November 2020): empire and slavery (Amadas and Barlowe, Equiano) 
 
Week 15 (30 November - 4 December 2020): Course conclusion and reflection ***Final Exam*** 
 


