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Using integrated course design, instructors can design courses that provide students with 
significant learning experiences that facilitate long-term retention of knowledge1. The General 
Education (GE) course, PHR3420- Generation Rx: America’s Drug-Taking Culture, provides 
students with an opportunity to engage in conversations that examine and evaluate the cultural 
and societal beliefs that influence how Americans perceive medication use. Students are 
provided with aesthetic works with unbiased views on issues that directly affect a patient’s 
medication taking experience to engage in discussions and provide analyses that challenge their 
perspectives on pressing issues such as the opioid epidemic and mental health. Throughout ten 
previous course offerings, we have observed patterns and potential themes in students’ 
perceptions and understanding of ideas related to America’s drug-taking culture that connect 
to several domains of Fink’s Taxonomy of Significant Learning (herein abbreviated FTSL)1. 
However, a rigorous evaluation of these observations was needed to clearly determine whether 
students retained lasting changes. For the Autumn 2021 offering, the course objectives and 
assessment of outcomes were carefully crafted with specific assessment prompts, which were 
then mapped to one of the six domains of FTSL. Through the written reflections and module 
assignments, we were able to evaluate and describe the extent of learning in each taxon as well 
as identify any synergies that occur, thereby possibly indicating a significant learning 
experience. Additionally, we implemented a quantitative course survey during Week 1 and 
Week 16 to evaluate if a student’s learning experience shifts their attitudes and beliefs towards 
aspects of America’s drug taking culture as well as their abilities to promote and engage in safe 
medication practices.  Findings from this study will support instructors toward designing 
courses that provide students with meaningful learning experiences while strengthening their 
health promotion behaviors.  
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