
1. Members incorporate the cooperative.  

2. Members approve amendments to the cooperative’s 
articles of incorporation , although there are limited 
specific instances where the cooperative’s board may 
approve amendments to the articles of incorporation 
without approval from the membership, such as 
making a change to the cooperative’s principal place 
of business.   

3. Members are entitled to participate in the distribution 
of the cooperative’s net income on the basis of 
patronage, as provided in the bylaws or other written 
agreements.  

4. Members approve amendments to the cooperative’s 
bylaws, unless the articles or bylaws provide that the 
board may amend the bylaws by a two-thirds vote, in 
which case those amendments must be subsequently 
reported to the membership and are subject to 
amendment or repeal by the members at any time.  

5. Members are entitled to attend annual meetings and 
special member meetings , and to receive notice of 
meetings at which the member is entitled to vote, 
although in some circumstances general public notice 
may be sufficient as opposed to direct notice. 

6. Members may demand a special meeting of the 
cooperative via a petition signed by a qualifying 
percentage of the members entitled to vote.   

7. Members elect directors for the cooperative.  
Although, one or more directors may be appointed by 
the board in some cases.  For example, in the case of 
outside directors or board vacancies, directors may 
be appointed or elected by the board, rather than 
elected by members.  

8. Members can request the removal of an officer 
or director upon a filing with the cooperative’s 
secretary along with a petition signed by a 
qualifying percentage of members.  Members are 
entitled to vote on the removal of a director or 
officer at a regular or special membership meeting.  

9. Subject to approval by the board of directors, 
members may request to examine the books and 
records of the cooperative, as long as those requests 
are for a proper purpose, the records are directly 
related to the person’s interest in the cooperative, 
and the member provides required notice to the 
cooperative. 

10. Members approve an agreement of merger or 
consolidation with another cooperative or entity,  a 
plan of division for the cooperative,  or conversion of 
the cooperative to another domestic corporation.  

11. Members approve a plan of dissolution for the 
cooperative,  except that directors may adopt a 
plan of dissolution in specific circumstances like 
when the cooperative has been adjudged bankrupt.  
Members also approve a plan of disposition for all or 
substantially all of the assets of the cooperative.   

12. Members may bring an action for judicial dissolution 
of the cooperative with a proposal brought by a 
qualifying percentage of members. 
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