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   TEXTBOOKS 

1. Taylor, Insup and M. Martin Taylor. 2014. Writing and Literacy in Chinese, Korean and Japanese. 

Revised Edition. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins Pub. Co. (Note: OSU Libraries’ copy 

is the first edition, published in 1995.) Required, and is available for rent or for purchase at Barnes 

& Noble, The OSU Bookstore, 1598 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43201]  

2. Handel, Zev J. 2019. Sinography: The Borrowing and Adaptation of the Chinese Script. Leiden & 

Boston: Brill. [OSU web e-book: <https://library.ohio-state.edu/record=b8646996>]  

 

Additional Readings (OSU e-journal articles, etc., to be made available during the semester) 

1. Kin, Bunkyo. 2021. Literary Sinitic and East Asia: A Cultural Sphere of Vernacular Reading. 

Translated by Ross King, Marjorie Burge, Si Nae Park, Alexey Lushchenko, and Mina Hattori. 

Edited by Ross King. (Prepublication copy from the editor) 

COURSE: EALL 5383. Scripts of East Asia 

Class No. & Credit Hours:     32958  G   3 credits 

Class No. & Credit Hours:     32959  U   3 credits 

Prerequisites:    Soph standing in Chinese, Japanese, or Korean, or permission 

of instructor 

DAYS & TIMES: T R  2:20 – 3:40 PM    

MODE OF 

INSTRUCTION: 

Distance Learning (DL) - Online via CarmenZoom 

Zoom Meeting ID: 966 7840 3949 

Note: Sign in using your osu.edu ID. The passcode is given in CarmenCanvas. 

OFFICE HOURS: By appointment; to be conducted via CarmenZoom  

CONTACT INFO: Tel:  614.292.3619  (Dept.: 614.292.5816) 

E-mail:  chan.9 osu.edu 

HOME PAGE: http://u.osu.edu/chan.9/ 

COURSE PAGE: http://u.osu.edu/chan.9/eall5383/ 

https://ohiostate.bncollege.com/shop/ohiostate/home
https://ohiostate.bncollege.com/shop/ohiostate/home
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2. King, Ross. 1996. Korean Writing. In: Peter T. Daniels and William Bright (eds.), The World’s 

Writing Systems. New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pages 218-227. 

3. Klöter, Henning. 2005. Written Taiwanese. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. (Excerpt: Chapter 4 

(Orthography in the Japanese period), pp. 131-185.) 

4. Li, Wei and Hua Zhu. 2019. Tranßcripting: Playful subversion with Chinese characters. 

International Journal of Multilingualism 16.2: 145-161. DOI: 10.1080/14790718.2019. 1575834. 

5. Li, Wei, Alfred Tsang, Nick Wong, and Pedro Lok. 2020. Kongish Daily: Researching trans-

languaging creativity and subversiveness. International Journal of Multilingualism 17.3: 309-335. 

DOI: 10.1080/14790718.2020.1766465. 

6. Liu, Jin. 2011. Deviant writing and youth identity: Representation of dialects with Chinese 

characters on the internet. Chinese Language and Discourse 2.1: 58-79. 

7. Matsuda, Yuki. 2017. Expressing ambivalent identities through popular music: Socio-cultural 

analysis of Japanese writing systems. Southeast Review of Asian Studies 39: 133–142. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

HEALTH & SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

All students, faculty and staff are required to comply with and stay up to date on all university safety and 

health guidance (https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu), which includes wearing a face mask in any indoor space 

and maintaining a safe physical distance at all times. Non-compliance will result in a warning first, and 

disciplinary actions will be taken for repeated offenses. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course introduces the scripts of East Asia, focusing specifically on those of Chinese, Japanese, and 

Korean. The course covers such topics as historical background, adaptation of the Chinese script in 

Chinese dialect-writing and in the Japanese and Korean languages, popular and scholarly myths about the 

scripts, issues of literacy, reading and psycholinguistic studies, etc. Other related topics of interest to 

students may also be included. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSE OBJECTIVES & EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

EALL 5383 (Scripts of East Asia) is designed to introduce graduate students and upper-level under-

graduate students to the writing systems used in the Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages. Students 

are expected at the end of the course to have gained a well-rounded knowledge of the development of the 

writing systems of these three major East Asian languages, the impact of the Chinese writing system on 

Japan and Korea, as well as various related issues involving adaptations of the Chinese script, dealing 

with loan words from English and other languages, issues pertaining to literacy, reading, etc. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSE CONTENT 

The course will be conducted through lectures combined with class discussions of assigned readings, 

individual and small-group assignments in breakout rooms (with instructor-assigned breakout rooms and 

student-selected breakout rooms during the semester), and students’ presentation in class of their 

homework assignments and their individual research project. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/
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MODE OF DELIVERY: DISTANCE LEARNING  

The mode of delivery for this course is that of distance learning (DL) via live, synchronous Zoom 

meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students with internet-connection difficulties will be accommo-

dated as needed (e.g., recording of Zoom classes, students’ pre-recorded presentations for the class, etc.). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Read and reflect on all assigned readings prior to class lectures and discussion. Refer to the 

information provided in the weekly Modules in CarmenCanvas.  

2. Attend Zoom class regularly, and participate actively in class discussions, and individual/group 

activities, both verbally and in writing, the latter via Chat, and discussions of Replies submitted to the 

Discussions in CarmenCanvas based on readings and various topics that arise during the semester.   

3. Follow the weekly instructions to submit written comments, etc., in Replies in Discussions in 

CarmenCanvas before class. 

4. Be prepared to pose questions, comments, etc., in Chat during class. Be prepared to participate 

actively both verbally and in writing during class sessions, individually and in breakout sessions, 

some of which are instructor-assigned breakout sessions and others are student-selected choice of 

breakout sessions based on topics from that class day’s reading assignment.  

5. Submit three homework assignments (as MS Word (.doc(x) files) in CarmenCanvas (carmen.osu.edu). 

Each homework assignment is about 9-10 pages double-spaced for grad students (and about 7-8 

double-spaced pages for undergrads), not including examples, figures, references, etc.[1]. There is no 

penalty for longer essays. You will meet with the instructor one-on-one concerning your choice of 

homework question. Be prepared to present your homework results—your findings and analyses—to 

the class during the semester. You will have the opportunity to revise your first homework assignment 

after receiving feedback from your instructor. (The revised homework is due any time before the 

deadline for submitting the term paper.) If you have concerns about your homework (and other 

assignments, etc.), you are encouraged to make an appointment to discuss them with the instructor.  

6. For the term paper project:  

o Each student will meet one-on-one with the instructor to discuss his/her/their term paper project 

before turning in their project proposal. 

o Turn in a one-page, double-spaced, term paper proposal with the topic, research questions, 

methodology, along with select references in Week 10. Submit a digital copy in MS Word 

(.doc(x)) format) to the Assignment folder in CarmenCanvas. 

o Present an oral version in class of the final project using PowerPoint at the end of the semester.[2] 

o Submit the term paper as an MS Word (doc(x) file (about 15 pages for graduate students (and 

about 12 pages for undergraduate students), double-spaced, not including examples, tables, 

figures, and references). There is no penalty for longer papers. [3] 

7. Upload all assignments as MS Word (doc(x) files in CarmenCanvas under EALL 5383. 

[1]  These may be a combination of hands-on research-based reaction papers, corpus-based studies, or other 

written responses to specific questions from the instructor based on the readings assigned in the course.  

[2] Prepare a digital file in PowerPoint format for submission in CarmenCanvas. (Be sure to have handy a 

copy of your file that you can use when you share the screen to deliver your PowerPoint presentation.) 

[3]  Submit the term paper in digital format, as an MS Word (.doc(x)) file in CarmenCanvas.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://carmen.osu.edu/
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DISABILITY STATEMENT 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for 
Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should 
inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of 
Student Life’s Disability Services (SLDS) is located in 098 Baker Hall 
(113 W. 12th Ave.); Tel: 614-292-3307, Fax: 614-292-4190, VRS: 614-
429-1334; URL: http://slds.osu.edu/. 

The university strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. In light of the current 

pandemic, students seeking to request COVID-related accommodations may do so through the 

university’s request process, managed by Student Life Disability Services. If you anticipate or experience 

academic barriers based on your disability (including mental health, chronic, or temporary medical 

conditions), please let your instructor know immediately so that we can privately discuss options.  To 

establish reasonable accommodations, you may be requested to register with Student Life Disability 

Services. After registration, make arrangements with your instructor as soon as possible to discuss your 

accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely fashion. SLDS contact information: 

<slds@osu.edu>; 614-292-3307; <slds.osu.edu>; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT & ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with The Ohio State University’s Code of 

Student Conduct (revised 2 September 2016), which was established to foster and protect the core 

missions of the university. These are: to foster the scholarly and civic development of the university’s 

students in a safe and secure learning environment, and to protect the people, properties and processes 

that support the university and its missions. The core missions of the university are research, teaching and 

learning, and service. Preservation of academic freedom and free and open exchange of ideas and 

opinions for all members of the university are central to these missions.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  Academic integrity is essential to maintaining an environment that fosters 

excellence in teaching, research, and other educational and scholarly activities. Failure to follow the rules 

and guidelines established in OSU’s Code of Student Conduct (revised 2 September 2016) may 

constitute “Academic Misconduct.” OSU’s Code of Student Conduct (section 3335-23-04 Prohibited 

conduct) defines as academic misconduct “[a]ny activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity 

of the university, or subvert the educational process.”  

Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized 

collaboration), copying the work of another student, possession of unauthorized materials during an 

examination, and submission of the same work for credit in two (or more) courses. Ignorance of the 

University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct; hence, 

be sure to review the sections dealing with academic misconduct in the Code of Student Conduct. 

Be sure also to read the University's Ten Suggestions for Preserving Academic Integrity and/or the Eight 

Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity (from Northwestern U.). The University's policy on academic mis-

conduct will be enforced in accordance with Faculty Rule 3335-5-54, and all alleged cases of academic 

misconduct will be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs’ Committee on Academic Misconduct 

(COAM) for resolution. In addition, graduate students should be familiar with the Graduate School's 

Graduate Student Code of Research and Scholarly Conduct, which is included in the Graduate School 

Handbook. (PDF file). Students with questions concerning the University's policies or questions concerning 

academic or research misconduct are encouraged to ask the instructor any time during the semester. 

http://slds.osu.edu/
https://slds.osu.edu/covid-19-info/covid-related-accommodation-requests/
http://trustees.osu.edu/assets/files/RuleBook/CodeStudentConduct.pdf
http://trustees.osu.edu/assets/files/RuleBook/CodeStudentConduct.pdf
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
http://oaa.osu.edu/coamtensuggestions.html
http://oaa.osu.edu/coameightcardinalrules.html
http://oaa.osu.edu/coameightcardinalrules.html
http://oaa.osu.edu/coam.html
http://www.gradsch.ohio-state.edu/graduate-school-handbook1.html
http://www.gradsch.ohio-state.edu/graduate-school-handbook1.html
https://gradsch.osu.edu/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/HB_HB10032016.pdf
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[Note: OSU Libraries provides information on plagiarism and some Citation Examples for citing of 

sources, including the use of direct quotes versus paraphrasing, etc. Also, OSU Libraries’ Knowledge 

Bank has a set of short, online videos on Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism.] 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

GRADING 

There will be no midterm or final examination. Grading will be based on: 

Attendance & class participation 15% 

Homework assignments (3) 45% 

Research project (all phases) 40% 
 --------- 

 100% 

Final grades are not placed on the bell curve, but will be calculated based on the individual student’s 

earned percentage for the course: A (93%), A- (90%), B+ (88%), B (83%), B- (80%), C+ (78%), etc. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

Classes are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays.     

This is a preliminary schedule that will be modified before and when the semester begins. 

 
 

WEEK 1. PRELIMINARIES 

1/12   Introduction & Orientation  

• Preliminaries: CarmenCanvas, syllabus, etc. 

1/14  Writing Systems of the World 

• Reading: 

- (Read ahead for Week 2) 

 

 

WEEK 2. INTRODUCTION 

1/19   Introduction & Background  

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 1 

1/21   (cont’d)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.osu.edu/projects-initiatives/copyright-resources-center/using-materials/plagiarism/
https://library.osu.edu/find/resources/citation-examples/
https://kb.osu.edu/dspace/handle/1811/46848
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WEEK 3. CHINESE I 

1/26   Chinese Characters: Hanzi 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 3 

1/28  (cont’d)  

 

 

 

 

WEEK 4. CHINESE II 

2/02   Meaning Representation in Characters 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 4 

Due: Homework Assignment 1 

2/04   Sound Representation by Characters 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 5 

 

 

WEEK 5. CHINESE III 

2/09   Sinography: Chinese Writing 

• Readings: 

- Handel, Ch. 2 

2/11  (cont’d)  

 

 

WEEK 6. KOREAN I 

2/16   Korean Language & Writing 

• Readings: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 9 (skim) 

- King (1996) 

2/18   Hancha: Chinese Characters 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 10 

Due: Homework Assignment 2  
  

 

 

WEEK 7. KOREAN II 

2/23   Instructional Break 

No class  

2/25   Hangul: Alphabetic Syllabary 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 11  
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  WEEK 8. KOREAN III 

3/02     Guest Speaker: Seojin Yang (Ph.D. 

Candidate, DEALL) 

• “The Korean Language: Innovative 

Adaptations Past and Present” 

• Background Reading: 

- Handel, Ch. 3 

3/04   IKS Guest Speaker: Prof. Ross King (U. of 

British Columbia) 

• “Cosmopolitan and Vernacular in the 

Sinographic Cosmopolis and Beyond: 

Traditional East Asian Literary Cultures in 

Global Perspective” 

 

 

 

WEEK 9. JAPANESE I 

3/09   Japanese Language 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 15 (skim) 

Due: Homework Assignment 3 

3/11  Kanji: Chinese Characters 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 16 

 

 

WEEK 10. JAPANESE II 

3/16   Guest Speaker: John Bundschuh (Ph.D. 

Candidate, DEALL) 

• “Hiragana and Katakana: A History of the 

Japanese Syllabaries” 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 17 

3/18   Romaji: Roman Letters 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 18 

Due: One-page project proposal & select  

references 

 

 

WEEK 11. JAPANESE III 

3/23   Guest Speaker: John Bundschuh (Ph.D. 

Candidate, DEALL) 

• “Kanbun kundoku: Methods of Reading 

Sinitic Texts Aloud in Japanese” 

• Background Reading: 

- Handel, Ch. 5.1-5.5 

3/25   Orthography in the Japanese Period in 

Taiwan 

• Reading: 

- Klöter (2005), Ch. 4  
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WEEK 12. SINITIC CULTURAL SPHERE 

3/30    The East Asian Literary Sinitic Cultural 

Sphere 

• Reading: 

- Kin (2021), Ch. 4 

4/01  Instructional Break 

No class 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 13. PSYCHOLINGUISTIC STUDIES 

4/06    Psycholinguistic Research & Eye 

Movements 

• Reading: 

- Taylor & Taylor, Ch. 23  

4/08  Guest Speaker: Prof. Mineharu Nakayama 
(DEALL) 

• “Psycholinguistic findings in the Japanese 

script” 

 

 

WEEK 14. ORTHOGRAPHIC CHOICES & POP CULTURE 

4/13   Deviant Writing & Youth Culture 

• Readings (selections from): 

- Liu (2011), Li & Zhu (2019),  

  Li et al. (2020), Matsuda (2017)  

4/15  Student Presentations 

• Presentations by graduating students only 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 15. Last Week of Classes 

4/20    Student Presentations 

• Presentations by the rest of the class 

      Due: Term paper - graduating students only 

4/22  (cont’d) 

 

 

 

WEEK 16. Exam Week (4/26 - 4/30) 

Term paper due: 26 April 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
   

Submit a digital copy in MS Word (.doc(x)) format to CarmenCanvas. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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  To cite this syllabus: 

 Marjorie Chan’s EALL 5383: Scripts of East Asia  (Spring Semester 2021) 

 <http://u.osu.edu/chan.9/eall5383/> [Accessed   <DATE> ]  

The photo used as the logo was originally from the website of the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical 

Chinese Garden (中山公園). This garden, which is located in Vancouver Chinatown, Canada, and just 

half a block from my mother’s dwelling, is the only full-sized classical Chinese garden outside China. 

Although built in the 1980’s, it used the ancient techniques of the originals that were built in the Ming 

dynasty (1368-1644). 

Created on 4 November 2020.  Last update: 1 December 2020. 

© 2020 by Marjorie K.M. Chan. All rights reserved on course syllabus and materials developed for the 

course. 

URL:     http://u.osu.edu/chan.9/eall5383/ 

http://www.vancouverchinesegarden.com/
http://www.vancouverchinesegarden.com/

